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 The Scholarship and Research Committee spon-

sored another successful event with the 27
th
 Annual 

Scholarship & Research Tournament held at Metacomet 

Country Club on September 29
th
. 

 Organizing this event requires dedication and 

hard work of the committee members and staff early in 

the year to achieve rewarding results.  Recognition goes 

out to the entire S&R Committee.  The committee also 

extends a special thank you to Julie Heston for her assis-

tance, dedication and strong administrative support. 

 To our annual sponsors, who play a key role in 

the tournamentôs success, the committee extends its 

gratitude.  Please see the full list of sponsors for this 

event on the following pages. 

 Special recognition is also extended to Paul  

Jamrog and the entire team at Metacomet Country Club.  

Inside this Issue:  

Presidentôs Messageééééé  2 

Annual Bluegrass Weevilé..é..  3 

Meet Jay Hoyle é.éééé.......   4 

Chipping from the Far Side  

of the Green éééééééé..  6 

A Conversation with  

Paul Jamrog ..ééééé...éé. 9 

From Barn to Compliance é.... 10 

S&R Sponsors ééééééé. 11 

Member News ééééééé.. 12 

The superb conditions of the course and the facility cou-

pled with excellent service provided by the staff greatly 

contributed to the dayôs success. 

 In closing, the unconditional support and efforts of 

all participants will allow the Scholarship & Research Tour-

nament to remain a key event representing the RIGCSAôs 

strong commitment to educational enhancement. 

 Be certain to mark your calendars for our next 

event to be held on September 20, 2010 at Pine Brook 

Country Club where Michael Iacono, CGCS will be our 

host for day. 

  

  Sincerely, 

  Richard Lombardi, Chairman  

  Scholarship and Research Committee 

  

Pictured to left:  (L -R): James McNamara,  

Richard Lombardi, Tom Bagley and  

Brian Cromack  



   Autumn has arrived and 
the clean up and winter 
readiness is right around 
the corner. Fall always 
seems to go by too fast for 
me.  It seems we were just 
enjoying the day at the S&R 
tournament which was a 

great day for a wonderful cause. Thanks 
to our hosts Paul Jamrog and Mike Rip-
ley and of course Metacomet for a won-
derful day.  The S&R committee and all 
the volunteers were on point as usual 
providing members and guests with a 
great event.   
 If you did not have the chance to get 
to Sakonnet Golf Club for the education 
event in mid October on maintenance 
facilities be sure to take a ride and visit 
the facility.  Kirk provided a great day foe 
all who attended.  Hard to believe we 
have even had snow arrive already for 
our neighbors to the north.  It could be an 
early winter.  So enjoy the remaining 
months and hopefully get out and play a 

couple of more times.   
 While it means the end is nearing to 
this season, the preparation is beginning 
for next.  Many will begin the annual 
budget process which will continue to 
challenge as many will be asked to again 
provide savings and cuts to operations.  
It will be extremely important to work with 
and communicate to our employers and 
clubôs realistic expectations for condi-
tions moving forward.  Early order re-
views are underway and we are seeing 
how we may be able to stretch the dollar 
to provide the best results.  That being 
said please take some time to spend with 
family and friends as another season 
winds down and we ready for the  
holidays. 
 
   Best regards, 
   John LeClair, CGCS 
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Annual Bluegrass Weevil Control  
 

Darryl Ramoutar and Dr. Steven R. Alm  
Department of Plant Sciences, University of Rhode Island, Kingston, RI. 02881 

 The ñannual bluegrass weevilò Listronotus maculicol-
lis Kirby (Coleoptera Curculionidae) has emerged as a 
serious pest of Poa annua L. (Poaceae) on many golf 
courses in mid-Atlantic and northeastern United States 
and eastern Canada.  In most cases adequate control of 
the insect has been achieved through the use of pyre-
throid applications targeting adult weevils as they emerge 
from overwintering sites and before they begin to lay 
eggs.  While pyrethroids remain the preferred choice of 
many golf course superintendents for managing this spe-
cies, in 2007 and 2008, pyrethroid (bifenthrin and ɚ-
cyhalothrin) resistance was confirmed in several adult 
weevil populations from Connecticut, Rhode Island and 
Massachusetts.  We have determined that pyrethroid re-
sistance is linked (at least in part) to enzymatic insecti-
cide metabolic detoxification.  The best known insect de-
toxifying enzymes are the cytochrome P450 monoox-
genases (P450s).  These enzymes inactivate pyrethroids 
by hydrolyzing the central ester bond of the insecticide 
molecule.   Even though pyrethroid resistance is a reality, 
we still feel that if timed properly, pyrethroid applications 
can still result in significant mortality to overwintered 
adults.  It is imperative that the timing of treatments coin-
cide with peak adult abundance and this is achieved by 
proper monitoring of activity.   Also, since weevils prefer 
to feed in the dark and since pyrethroids are less effec-
tive at high temperatures and break down in sunlight, it 
may help to make applications late in the afternoon.  
 Adult monitoring can be performed with a soapy flush 
in which 2 ounces lemon scented dish liquid is combined 
with 2 gallons of water and poured over 1 ft

2
 areas (up to 

approximately 8 times with 2 gallons of solution).  The 
soap irritates the adult weevils lying deep in the turf 
thatch layer and they rise to the surface within five min-
utes.  Some superintendents prefer to use a pitfall trap 
(Fig 1).  Pitfall traps should be placed in the rough paral-
lel to suspected overwintering sites and as the weevils 
migrate in to fairways, tees, and greens, they will be inter-
cepted by the pitfall trap.  Contact me at ste-
vealm@uri.edu for instructions for making a pitfall trap.  

 As the saying goes in business, the three most impor-
tant factors to consider are location, location, and location.  
This is true with ABW monitoring traps as well.  Try to 
monitor as many areas as you can since a overwintered 
population in a shady tree line will most likely emerge later 
than a population overwintering in the rough in full sun.   
Chlorpyrifos may also be used for adult control however 
there were anecdotal reports that ABW was becoming 
resistant to that insecticide as well.  Applications of these 
products should be made during peak adult activity.  In 
any given year, this is most likely to occur between for-
sythia bloom (Apr. 23) and dogwood full bloom (May 7) for 
targeting the adults emerging from overwintering sites in 
Rhode Island.  Aloft (clothianatin and bifenthrin) may also 
be applied at this time.  The bifenthrin will control adults 
and the systemic clothianadin will control early instar lar-
vae as they begin to feed within the leaf sheaths.  This 
application will also control grubs of Japanese, oriental 
beetles, European and Northern masked chafers later in 
the season.   
 The new chemistry Acelepryn also has a lot of field 
efficacy data behind it.  Unfortunately, in its debut year, it 
came up against one of the longest spring emerge periods 
and there were some breakthroughs where the insecticide 
did not apparently last as long as the emergence of wee-
vils.  Acelepryn has a new mode of action, and I have 
seen it work very well in most situations.  We just need to 
learn a bit more about its limitations in order to take full 
advantage of this new chemistry.  DuPont (registrant for 
Acelepryn and Provaunt) is proposing a slightly different 
strategy for 2010.  The basics are: 1) A pyrethroid applied 
between forsythia and dogwood full bloom to control mi-
grating overwinted adults, 2) Acelepryn applied on or 
around May 7 to provide approximately three weeks of 
larval control, 3) apply a curative control (Dylox, Conserve, 
Provaunt, Pyrethroid) for 4

th
 and 5

th
 instar larvae in late 

May before they cause significant damage.  Damage from 
the first generation is usually evident during the first week 
in June.  The Acelepryn application in May will also pro-
vide season long white grub (Japanese, oriental beetle, 
European and Northern masked chafers) control as well 
as season long cutworm control.  Acelepryn

®
 moves in the 

transpiration stream of annual bluegrass and targets lar-
vae that are feeding inside plant stems.  After the fairly 
predictable first generation damage the first week in June, 
all bets are off for control of subsequent generations with 
any degree of certainty with respect to calendar dates or 
plant phenology at this time.  Intense monitoring is the 
best tool to prevent damage from the second and third 
generations.       

continued on page 5  
Fig 1.  Annual bluegrass weevil pitfall trap.   
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