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July  / August 2008         Web-Newsletter Edition 

Congratulations on your new position as Golf 
Course Superintendent at Agawam Hunt.  Please 
give a brief description of where you were before, 
where you attended college, your wifeôs name, how 
many years you have been married and any chil-
dren with their ages.  

 
I grew up in East Greenwich, RI.  My first golf course 
job while in college was at Potowomut GC.  I gradu-
ated from URI with a BS in Urban Horticulture and Turf 
Grass Science in 1992.  I became Assistant Superin-
tendent at Round Hill Club in Greenwich CT from 1994 
ï 1998.  I volunteered at the Masters in 1995, 1996, 
1997 and 1998.   I became Golf Course Superinten-
dent at the  Golf Club of Avon in Avon, CT from 1999 ï 
2002.   Then became Golf Course Superintendent at 
Red Tail Golf Club in Devens, MA from 2003-2007.  I 
have been married for 12 years to Jennifer and have 
two daughters, Cara 8, Lauren 5 and two dogs.    

 
What are some of your biggest challenges going 
from a public course such as Red Tail to a  
private club like Agawam?  

 
At Red Tail we worked to supply private conditions for 
every round played.  With 250 rounds a day on most 
days in June-August, it was hard to find the time to get 
the proper cultural practices done.  My biggest chal-
lenge moving to a 100+ year old private is going from 5 
years of growing bent grass on sand back to growing 
Poa on soil.   
 
 
 
 

What sort of challenges were you faced with in 
hosting the RI AM in this your first summer at  
Agawam?  
 

Your first year at any golf course you are learning the 
trouble spots and trying to see what the greens can 
take.  I was fortunate to have decent growing condi-
tions leading up to the tournament. I still need to get 
though August and September! 
 
You replaced a long time superintendent and friend 
of our association Wayne Zoppo, CGCS.  How do 
you go about filling those shoes?  
 

I feel the best way to show Wayne how much I  
respect him and his career is to care as much as he 
does about the condition of this golf course and our 
profession. 
 
What tips can you offer current assistants out 
there, looking to obtain that elusive first job?  
 

Interviewing for a  
superintendents posi-
tion is much different 
than the interview for an 
assistantôs position.  
Applying for a lot of jobs 
and honing your inter-
view skills is very impor-
tant.  You will learn 
some thing new about 
the process, good or 
bad, every time you in-
terview. You do not 
want your first interview 
to be for the ñdream 
jobò.     
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      Can you feel the 
cooler air filtering in push-
ing the hot and humid air 
down south? Itôs coming, 
and soon we will be head-
ing into our clubs with 
sweatshirts and jackets in 
hand. Oh yes, autumn is 

coming and you know your attitude is 
changing just reading this. I often wonder 
how we do it. Every year, the same old 
thing, I canôt wait to get out there. Will it 
ever stop raining? Couldnôt we just get 
one shower already? Will it ever be 50 
degrees at night again?  
 Well, weôre all ready for our favorite 
time of year. A time when I can actually 
enjoy that round of golf without calling 
my assistant every hole time of year. The 
time of year when we say to ourselves 
this is why we do this. Why do we put 
ourselves through this? Only we know 
why and itôs why we are such a close 
group of people who, we can call at any 
time and the person on the other end 
relates to everything you say. No one 
else understands and no one else will. 
But, we love it.  
 I expect everyone is ready for a 
break so why not sign up for the next 

meeting. Our August meeting is now past 
and I want to thank Jerry Noons and The 
Back Nine Club for hosting. It truly was a 
stress buster. We got to see first hand 
why Jerry has not been seen much in 
recent months. Great job Jerry!  
 We look forward to our Family Day 
set for August 30 at McCoy Stadium. 
Mike Kroian has a nice program set up 
for us so sign up the family now. Our 
September meeting is set up at the 
Country Club of New Bedford on the 15

th
 

of the month. This meeting will feature 
our Championship as well as the qualifier 
for the New England Championship 
which will be hosted by Vermont in Octo-
ber. Speaking of October, the Scholar-
ship and Research Tournament will be 
here before you know it. Iôm sure Richard 
Lombardi and committee has a wonder-
ful day set for us at the Shelter Harbor 
Club on October 15

th
. Get your applica-

tions in early so as not to miss out. 
 There is plenty to look forward to in 
the coming months and I hope to see 
everyone at these events. 
 
   All the best, 
   Paul J. Jamrog  
   RIGCSA President 
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Presidentõs Message 

Scholarship & Research Tournament Reminder  
 

We are seeking tee sponsorships for the Scholarship and  

Research Tournament scheduled for October 15, 2008 at  

Shelter Harbor Golf Club; Host: Edward Walsh, CGCS.  
 

There are three sponsorship levels of which to choose from: 
 

Silver - $200.00;  Gold -  $250.00; Platinum - $300.00 and above  
 

As in the past, Affiliate members that choose to participate will be  

recognized with special signage.  Also, if you plan to take part in the golf 

tournament, you must also have a tee sign sponsorship.  
 

Response to the Scholarship & Research Committee is  

requested by September 8, 2008.   
 

The Scholarship & Research Committee is also accepting  

donations for the raffle segment of the tournament.   
 

Response to the Scholarship & Research Committee is requested by  
Monday, September 15, 2008 .  All donations should be forwarded to the 
RIGCSA, c/o Julie Heston, 36 Elisha Mathewson Road, North Scituate, RI 02857. 
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 As we slowly transition from late Spring to early Sum-

mer the days get longer and the temperatures rise.  The 

warmer weather brings with it many benefits.  Unfortu-

nately, it is also usually accompanied by an increase in 

thunderstorms and lightning. 

 This latter point was highlighted recently by lightning 

striking a member of a golf course maintenance staff in 

southern Connecticut in early June.  The good news is 

the employee was only slightly injured and was able to 

return to week fairly soon after the incident. 

 The employee was returning to the maintenance facil-

ity after hearing the clubôs lightning detection systemôs 

horns sounding an alarm.  He was walking in the rough 

along a tree-lined fairway when lightning struck both him 

and a nearby tree. 

 The superintendent of the club is a client of mine and 

he called me after the incident to assist with the investiga-

tion of the accident.  Our review revealed all the proper 

steps had been taken but an employee was injured none-

theless. 

 Based on the fact that even when you take the appro-

priate precautionary actions lightning can still strike you 

and/or a member of your staff, I felt it was important to 

insure people are not increasing their chances of being 

struck by not fully understanding thunderstorms and light-

ning.  Consequently, I have summarized several of the 

key points presented by the National Weather Service. 

 Thunderstorms  affect relatively small areas when 

compared with hurricanes and winter storms.  The typical 

thunderstorm is 15 miles in diameter and lasts an average 

of 30 minutes. 

 Nearly 1,800 thunderstorms are occurring at any mo-

ment around the world.  Thatôs 16 million a year!  New 

England averages 10 to 30 thunderstorm days annually. 

 Despite their small size, all thunderstorms are dan-

gerous.  Every thunderstorm produces lightning, which 

kills more people each year than tornadoes.  Heavy rain 

from thunderstorms can lead to flash flooding.  Strong 

winds, hail, and tornadoes are also dangers associated 

with some thunderstorms.  

 Lightning  has been the #2 weather killer in the 

United States over the past 30 years, killing more people 

than hurricanes and tornadoes combined.  An average of 

93 people is killed and 300 injured each year by lightning. 

 No place OUTSIDE is safe during a thunderstorm.  

The safest location is a fully enclosed building with wiring 

and plumbing.  Such buildings are safe because of the 

wiring and plumbing. 

 Unsafe buildings include picnic or beach shelters, 

large outdoor tents, or other buildings that do not have 

electricity or plumbing. 

 The second safest location is a hard-topped car, 

SUV, bus, etc., but not a soft-topped convertible. 

 Don't use the telephone during the storm.  Lightning 

may strike telephone lines outside.  

Don't work on fences, telephone or power lines, pipelines, 

or structural steel fabrication.  

 Don't handle flammable materials in open containers.  

 Stop tractor work, especially when the tractor is pull-

ing metal equipment, and dismount.  Tractors and other 

implements in metallic contact with the ground are often 

struck by lightning.  

 Get out of the water and off small boats.  

 If no buildings are available, your best protection is a 

cave, ditch, canyon, or under head-high clumps of trees in 

open forest glades.  

Thunderstorms & Lightning Safety Tips  

By Ron Smith, MBA, CPSI  

continued on page 6 



Joint Family Day with RIGCSA and GCSANE  

 

 Where:   Pawtucket Red Sox - McCoy Stadium,  

    Pawtucket, RI  

 

 When:   Saturday, August 30, 2008  

 

 Time:    6:05 PM  

 

 Cost:    $10.00 per person  

 

Includes reserved box seats, souvenir hat,  

food coupon  

 

*When reserving your seats please give food choice 

either Hot dog, chips, drink  or Hamburger, chips, drink  

 

**Only 100 seats available - first come; first serve -  

Tickets open to just Members and their Family until 

August 18th after that date if we have seats available 

we can take friends too!  

 

Call Julie Heston (401) 934 -7660 and reserve today!  
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The most comprehensive index of turfgrass information in 
existence is now available at the touch of a button to all 
GCSAA Class A and Superintendent Members.  
  
Through an agreement between the Golf Course Superin-
tendents Association of American (GCSAA) and Michigan 
State University's Turfgrass Information Center, the 
Turfgrass Information File (TGIF) can be accessed by 
Superintendent Members along with Class A members, 
who were given access in 2007. GCSAA Class A and Su-
perintendent Members can enter the TGIF through the 
GCSAA Web site at http://www.gcsaa.org/solutions/
TGIF.aspx or by clicking on Solutions/Tools on the left-
hand side of the gcsaa.org homepage and then clicking 
on Turfgrass Information File (TGIF).  
  
The TGIF is a computerized database available through 
the Web that covers full scope of the turfgrass industry, 
including content from journals and magazines, research 
reports, conference proceedings, Extension bulletins, 
books and book chapters, technical reports, theses and 
dissertations, web documents, published Q-and-As, 
scanned golf course plans, and video interviews. In all the 
TGIF contains more than 130,000 records and continues 
to grow daily. Among its holdings is the complete digitized 
archive of GCSAA's Golf Course Management magazine 
and its predecessor from 1933 to the present. 
  
Mark Krick, GCSAA certified golf course superintendent 
at The Homestead Golf Course in Lakewood, Colo., was 
first introduced to the TGIF as a graduate student at 
Michigan State and now sees it as an invaluable tool in 
his work as a superintendent. 
  
"I knew what a great tool it was back it the '90s in school, 
but now it has tremendous value for me. It's a great refer-
ence tool to have all of that information right at your fin-
gertips," Krick said. "For example, I had a problem with 
Fairy Ring. I knew I would find information about how to 
fight Fairy Ring. When you can find the answers right in 
the convenience of your office, you are also saving time 
and money." 
  
In addition, Krick said the extensiveness of the informa-
tion in the TGIF makes it a vital tool for any superinten-
dent and facility, no matter the geographical area. "It's 
worldwide. I would recommend it to any superintendent to 
use this great GCSAA membership benefit," Krick said. 
Subscriptions to the TGIF for individuals usually cost 
$100 a year. 
  
 
 

For those GCSAA members who are not familiar with the 
TGIF, the Turfgrass Information Center is developing a 
series of guides and tutorials to get the most out of the 
TGIF. The first of these, "Getting Started with TGIF," is 
now available at http://tic.msu.edu/
Getting_Started_TGIF.pdf. This two-page handout pro-
vides a quick overview of the basic search, guided search 
and more. 
  
GCSAA is a leading golf organization and has as its focus 
golf course management. Since 1926, GCSAA has been 
the top professional association for the men and women 
who manage golf courses in the United States and world-
wide. From its headquarters in Lawrence, Kan., the asso-
ciation provides education, information and representation 
to more than 21,000 members in more than 72 countries. 
GCSAAôs mission is to serve its members, advance their 
profession and enhance the enjoyment, growth and vital-
ity of the game of golf. The association's philanthropic 
organization, The Environmental Institute for Golf, works 
to strengthen the compatibility of golf with the natural en-
vironment through research grants, support for education 
programs and outreach efforts. Visit GCSAA at 
www.gcsaa.org. 
  
For more information contact:  
Carrie Riordan, GCSAA director, information and public 
policy, at 800-472-7878, ext. 3610 
Margo Campbell Szabo, GCSAA senior information ser-
vices librarian, at 800-472-7878, ext. 3604 
Pete Cookingham, Turfgrass Information Center, at 517-
432-6123, ext. 274 
 
Source:  GCSAA Press Release 
 

GCSAA Expands TGIF Access to  

All Member Superintendents  

http://www.gcsaa.org/solutions/TGIF.aspx
http://www.gcsaa.org/solutions/TGIF.aspx
http://tic.msu.edu/Getting_Started_TGIF.pdf
http://tic.msu.edu/Getting_Started_TGIF.pdf
http://www.eifg.org/
http://www.gcsaa.org/
mailto:criordan@gcsaa.org
mailto:mszabo@gcsaa.org
mailto:cooking1@msu.edu
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 When there is no shelter, avoid the highest object in 

the area.  If only isolated trees are nearby, your best pro-

tection is to crouch in the open, keeping twice as far away 

from isolated trees as the trees are high.  

 Avoid hilltops, open spaces, wire fences, metal 

clotheslines, exposed sheds, and any electrically conduc-

tive elevated objects.  

 If your hair stands on end or your skin tingles, light-

ning may be about to strike you.  Drop to the ground im-

mediately. 

 Rubber-soled shoes and rubber tires provide NO pro-

tection from lightning. 

 

Follow the 30 -30 rule to be safe.  Watch for dark 

skies, threatening clouds, or increasing winds, even if 

it is not raining.  

When you see lightning, count the time until you hear 

thunder. 

If that time is 30 seconds or less, the thunderstorm is 

within 6 miles of where you are and is dangerousð

you are close enough to be struck. 

Seek shelter immediately. 

Wait at least 30 minutes after the last clap of thunder 

before leaving shelter. 

Donôt be fooled by sunshine or blue sky!  Lightning 

often strikes outside of heavy rain and may occur as 

far as 10 miles away from rainfall. 

 

If someone is struck by lightning, call 911 or your  

local emergency number to get immediate medical 

care.   

You are in no danger of an electrical charge if you touch a 

victim or administer CPR. 

 

I hope everyone has a safe summer.  If you would like a 

copy of this article in Spanish please contact me at  

ronsmith@sportsclubmanagement.com and I will email 

one to you. 

 

 

Thunderstorms continued from page 3 

mailto:ronsmith@sportsclubmanagement.com
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 On June 19, the Alumni Turf Group made a donation to 

the University of Massachusettsõ Turf Program in the amount 

of $20,000.  The presentation was made at the University 

Turf Programõs annual field day in South Deerfield, MA.  The 

donation was from the proceeds from the Alumni Turf 

Groupõs annual fundraiser, The Joseph Troll Turf Classic. 

 Lyman Orchards in Middlefield, Connecticut is to host 

the 5th annual Joseph Troll Turf Classic, sponsored by the 

Alumni Turf Group.  The event will take place on September 

29 th, 2008.  This yearõs tournament honoree is George 

Thompson, CGCS.   

 "Each year we gain momentum as does the program and 

research at the Joseph Troll Turf Research and Education 

Center.  The golf event has proven to be a continued success 

and enabled us to support the Center,ó stated Steve Curry, 

President of the Alumni Turf Group. 

 The fundraiser was initiated in 2004 as a means to raise 

money for the new Dr. Joseph Troll Turf Research Center at 

the University of Massachusetts Amherst.  With the building 

completed, the Alumni Turf Group has continued the fund-

raising efforts to support the turf program at the University.   

 The Alumni Turf Group (ATG), formed in 2005, is a 

501c3 organization made up of turf professionals who are 

graduates of the Stockbridge School of Agriculture and the 

University of Massachusetts.  Through fundraising, ATG 

hopes to further research and education, promote UMass 

alumni in the turf management profession, and instill pride 

and commitment in the turf programs at the University of 

Massachusetts.  

 Entry forms, additional information for this event, mem-

bership applications, and ATG information are available 

online at www.alumniturfgroup.com. 

Alumni Turf  Group Makes Donation  

to the University of  Massachusetts  

Source:  Alumni Turf Group 

Press Release 


