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Interview with Al LaPrise -
50 Year Member of the RIGCSA

By Nicholas Burchard, Editor

Congratulations on your 50" anniversary as a How has the association changed over the
member of the RIGCSA, what are some of the years?
biggest changes between then and now?

By how much it has grown. In the 50s and 60s | can
remember having about a dozen or so
people at the meetings and thinking
how crowded it was, but today the
| participation is great.

The biggest changes would be in
the amount of options for fungicide
programs. In the early days Super-
intendents could get away with
spraying one or two chemicals for
control. The other biggest change
is in equipment technology. Early
on Superintendents would use
shovels and trailers to topdress,
now everything is mechanized.

Looking back, what is the one
thing that you would have done
differently in the profession?

Nothing. | am very happy in this
business, my only regret is that |
cannot accept all the courses that |
get invited to play, that some days |
have to workeé

What was your biggest
challenge to overcome 50 years
ago?

The biggest, was just getting to Pictured from LR: Paul Jamrog presents -~ ED —
know everyone. Over the years, | | Al LaPrise with a plaque for beinga 50 | S8 oo- 527'3%'9(;':
have gotten to know a great group year member of the RIGCSA at the Annugl ER Eoummem SMALL ENGINE PARTS & SUPPLIES
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of people.

What advice can you give those that follow in
your footsteps?

Know your products, know your customers. Good

service is essential. - -
Pictured above: Al LaPrise at the NERTF Sh

in Providence.
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Welcome to the first
web newsletter of the
RIGCSA. Itis quite in-
credible, if you think about
how far the association
has come. All the hard
work done by previous
boards and their commit-
tees as well as the current board has
brought us to where we are today. As we
continue to refine the web-site and the
newsletter, Nick Burchard and his com-
mittee will be looking for input for future
newsletters. | hope everyone will take
advantage of our site, visit it often, and
participate even more. This web-site will
only be as good as
pation. If anyone has anything to offer
please seek out Nick or any of his com-
mittee members.

I know we will all be getting very
busy soon, but | hope you will all try to
participate in our monthly meetings. We
have a great list of meeting sites lined up
for this season and as usual if anyone
would like to offer up their club for the
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2009 season please contact John Le-
Clair. This mont hso
comet will feature our good friend Dr.
Michael Sullivan, Director of DEM,
speaking on issues pertinent to our in-
dustry. | expect we all will be better in-
formed as we head back to our clubs to
start the new season.

Very soon you will be seeing the new
and improved Caranci Budget Survey.
An awful lot of work has gone into putting
this together. We all owe a great deal of
gratitude to Stephanie and Eric
McPherson, Ed Walsh, Julie Heston,
Steve Tibbels and committee for their
time and effort. | know you will all be im-

¢ pressed with this survey. Please take the

time and commiit to filling it out. This is an
important tool we can all use to better
ourselves as well as our clubs.

As the season
hope for a mild season with showers
every 3-4 days.

Sincerely,
Paul J. Jamrog
RIGCSA President
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The RIGCSA Awards $18,000
In Scholarships for 2008

Congratulations to the following students who received
scholarships from the RIGCSA.

Cathryn Arruda, Rhode Island College
Ryan Chalifour, Bishops University

Craig F. Devaney, Assumption College

Peter Fish, University of Rhode Island

Katherine Kennedy, Northeastern University
Thomas Lund, Quinnipiac University
Christa Piguette, Florida Gulf Coast University
Craig Richard, University of Rhode Island
Ross E. Smith, University of Vermont
Leslie Maureen Sykes, University of Rhode Island

Ryan Reynolds Legacy Scholarship Recipient:
Kevin Medeiros, Community College or RI
Richard C. Skogley Scholarship Recipient:

Bart van Luling
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Welcome to the First Web -Newsletter

Welcome to this years first edition of the Web-
Newsletter. | am excited about the opportunity to be work-
ing with Paul and the other Board of Directors as our
association continues to grow and improve. Over the year
we will be working hard to tweak both the newsletter and
the content within the web site making it more user
friendly.

A new addition to this year will be a focus to expand
our relationship, as an association, with the Rhode Island
Golf Association. They will be providing us with updates
of the State of the Association throughout the year. The
RIGA is in the unique position of sharing much of our

A Message from Bob Ward,

Executive Director, RIGA

| would first like to thank the Rhode Island Golf
Course Superintendents Association for inviting me into
your group. It is an honor to be affiliated with a group
who has such energy and passion for what they do.

As the Executive Director of the Rhode Island Golf
Association | believe ités
improve and strengthen the relationship with each other.
Without superintendents helping the RIGA, it would be
almost impossible to conduct championship events the
way we do. The RIGA understands the importance of the
RIGCSA members and what they are trying to accom-
plish. We will help promote and improve visibility among
RIGA members and member clubs and provide assis-
tance when needed. If there is anything the RIGA can do
to help feel free to contact me at any time.

I look forward to working with all of you this season.
Hopefully you have all survived the winter and are in good
shape for the upcoming season.

Regards,
Bob Ward
Executive Director, RIGA
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membership base. They will prove to be useful in helping
to promote our cause and increasing awareness about
the challenges that we face. It only makes sense that our
two organizations be closely allied.

The other new addition is the creation of the College
Corner. This will be a collection of works and articles from
local universities explaining what current students are
working on, and/or any research projects currently ongo-
ing. It is my hope that this will provide a forum for those
students, who wish to gain exposure to our association
and to provide our association a chance to get to know
some of its future members.

Finally, | will be looking for members to join the News-
letter Committee. Fresh faces and new ideas are always
needed. | would encourage some Assistant Golf Superin-
tendent members to become active as well. Those inter-
ested in helping, please contact me at
crestwoodgreens@aim.com

With regards,
Nicholas Burchard, Web-Newsletter Editor

| GCSAA Members Elect 2008

Board of Directors

David S. Downing Il, CGCS, vice president of operations and
construction for Signature Golf Group in Myrtle Beach, S.C.,
was elected GCSAA president at the Annual Meeting and
Election February 1, 2008. Mark D. Kuhns, CGCS, was
elected vice president; and James R. Fitzroy, CGCS, was
elected secretary/treasurer. Patrick R. Finlen, CGCS, and
Sanford G. Queen, CGCS, were re-elected to two-year
terms, and John J. Ob6Keefe,
board for a one-year term. Robert M. Randquist, CGCS, and
Keith A. Ihms, CGCS, will also continue on the board, and
Ricky D. Heine, CGCS, will serve one year as immediate
past president. Members also approved a board recommen-
dation to increase dues using a CPI-based formula. The in-
crease will be $20 for Classes A and SM members, and $10
for Class C members.

©
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RISE Helps Historic New Orleans Landmark

On Sept. 6, during its annual meeting, Responsible
Industry for a Sound Environment, the national trade as-
sociation for specialty pesticide and fertilizer manufactur-
ers, formulators and distributors, provided resources,
muscle and 20 volunteers
continued restoration
unique green spaces, Longue Vue House and Gardens.
Longue Vue is an eight-acre historic site that reflects the
cityds fight to bodoounenteddave k
astation and damage caused by Hurricane Katrina two
years ago. A national historic landmark, Longue Vue is
located near the infamous 17th Street Canal, and is
slowly working its way back to normalcy thanks to the
many volunteers who have given their time, energy and
money to bring back the beauty.

for

"After the storm, about 80 percent of our grounds
were under two feet of water," said Amy Graham, head
gardener at Longue Vue. "There was a small portion up
near the house that wasnot
fered severe wind damage and lost a number of trees
along with a significant portion of our tree canopy."

RISE volunteers, including two GCSAA staff members,

wor ked under Grahambs
weeding, replanting, raking, maintaining and restoring the
gardens according to the original 1934 plan.

difVea fsteea rvreo @ rhées | vaomnk ainmd
Josh Weeks, chairman of the RISE Governing Board and

vice president with Bayer CropScience. "Putting on the
gloves and bodtseandw@bbing a shovel is a little different

than what we normallydo atRISE--but it 6s been

our industry will leave a lasting mark here at Longue Vue

as part of New Orleansdé restor
Af ter Katrina, 60 percent of

lost to flooding and wind damage, and Graham, the only
one of five gardeners to return to make her home in New
Orleans, was left to tackle a six-month clean up process.
"Thanks to the volunteers, and different groups that came
in to help out from all over the country, we were able to

srestonm enougleofl the hbusetandwyarderss ko seopersim f -

2006, but we are still a shell of what we were," Graham

Continued on page 5
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RISE - continued from page 4

said. "Longue Vue sponsors camps each summer where
children learn about gardening, insects, art and conserva-
tion. We wanted to reopen the gardens as quickly as pos-
sible because the kids who were still around needed a
place to escape from the devastation."

"With the help of our volunteers, we are slowly recov-
ering and beginning to replant, but we have neither the
budget nor the staff yet to get things to where we want
them to be," Graham said. "Thanks to individuals and or-
ganizations like RISE who pledge time, resources and
make the effort, we are well on our way to restoring
Longue Vue to its original beauty, but there is still plenty
of work left to do."”

Visit the http://www.longuevue.com/ for more about the
national historic landmark, its summer programs or in-
structions how to make a donation.

Source: RISE press release
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Congratulations to the 2008 Pin Recipients
We appreciate their support of the RIGCSA

25 Year Pins (joined in 1983)

Steven S. Howitt, Modern Tractor & Truck Service
Michael V. lacono, CGCS, Pine Brook CC
Michael Lombardi, Cranston CC
J. Robert Reynolds, CGCS, Newport CC
15 Year Pins (joined in 1993)

Dr. Steven Alm, University of Rhode Island

Jay T. Cummiskey, CGCS, Laurel Lane GC

Joan M. Fandetti, Fandetti Flowers

Dr. Noel Jackson, University of Rhode Island
David G. Mihailides, DGM Systems

Peter Ohlson, Wentworth Hills GC

Mary Owen, University of Massachusetts

Dr. Bridget Ruemmele, University of Rhode Island

Dr. W. Michael Sullivan, Dept. of Environment Mgt.
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