
MEET YOUR NEW PRESIDENT:  

John LeClair, CGCS - Warwick Country Club  
 

By: Tom Ohlson, CGCS  

March / April  2009         Web-Newsletter Edition  

We are all familiar with John. Great guy, 

great Superintendent. But do we really 

know where he came from? I figure that 

inquiring minds (and those blessed with 

more social delicacy) might like to know.  

John was very gracious in submitting to 

what amounted to a ñfirst dateò with me. 

 

 John LeClair grew up in several towns south of  

Boston, MA; graduating from Duxbury High School 

in 1989. He spent his summers as a youth in Ware-

ham, MA where he was introduced to golf by Jimmy 

Jones, PGA Professional and owner of Little Harbor 

Golf Course. Mr. Jones happens to be the older and 

wiser brother of one of our esteemed RIGCSA mem-

bers, John Paul Jones,  

Superintendent at Royal Crest in Walpole, MA.  

 After doing all the jobs a kid does at a family 

owned operation, John 

decided that turfgrass 

management would be 

his career. He subse-

quently completed his 

four year degree at the 

University of Rhode Is-

land and did a summer 

internship in Westchester 

County, NY at Lakeover 

Country Club. Upon 

Graduation from URI, 

John served as an Assistant Superintendent at that 

club for two years.  

 Opportunity arose and John left New York to 

come back to Boston as an Assistant Superinten-

dent for Scott Reynolds at Charles River Country 

Club. Somehow John managed to survive his four 

years at Charles River as a single guy in the big city, 

no thanks to his two roommates at the time; Jay 

Snyder, now Superintendent at Blackstone National 

Golf Club and Russ Heller, CGCS, now Superinten-

dent at Franklin Park Golf Course.  

 1999 through 2000 was a period of change and 

maturation for John as he married his wife Katie and 

accepted the position of Superintendent at Warwick 

Country Club. The LeClairôs have two children; Jack 

age six and a daughter Riley age four. Anything else 

that you need to know, go ask John.  
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Hello All, 
      I would like to thank the 
New England Regional 
Turfgrass Foundation 
Board of Directors and 
Gary Sykes along with his 
staff for another great ex-
perience at the conference 

this year.  This conference and show 
continues to be one of the best as I am 
sure you would all agree.   
 Well the season is here once again 
and I am sure everyone has hit the 
ground running.  I always love those first 
mows and the signs of spring, nothing is 
better than being outdoors putting things 
back together after a long winter.  Hope-
fully, everyoneôs turf, properties and irri-
gation systems came through the winter 
with no major issues.   
 As we ready our courses and con-
stantly review and add to our lists of 
things to do, it can sometimes feel a bur-
den as to how we will get it all done.  
Even more challenging is the fact that 
many have seen a reduction in staff or 
later start time for returning staff to assist 
with operations.  Do the best you can, 
set and focus on the priorities and most 
importantly communicate effectively to 
our employers and clubôs through news-
letters, weekly course reports, or website 
and e-mail.  Review the weekly goals 
with staff, its nice when you look at the 
list and have crossed a lot off that 
lengthy list in a week; let the staff know 
how theyôre doing.  What was good? Not 

so good? How can we do it better?  Peo-
ple appreciate input and if you are like 
the many that will be modifying opera-
tions from prior years to meet fiscal re-
quirements these brief reviews will be a 
great management tool.   
 If challenges should arise and any 
member needs assistance please realize 
you can count on your association if 
needed, just let us know.  We are fortu-
nate that the camaraderie of our group is 
second to none and I look forward to this 
continuing by outreach to current, new 
and prospective members.   
 Our meeting schedule is set for this 
season but please contact Jerry Noons if 
interested in hosting for next year.  As 
we mentioned at the last monthly meet-
ing, please be on time in signing up for 
and day of registration with regard to 
events.  This is very important in organiz-
ing the event with regard to numbers of 
participants and tournament set up when 
organizing with the host club.  Also regis-
tration on the meeting day will end at the 
scheduled time.   
 Remember, itôs a long season 
ahead, pace yourself and staff, try and 
have some fun at work when you can, 
watch the details and when you think you 
have communicated to everyone, com-
municate some more!!      
 
   Best Regards, 
   John LeClair, CGCS 
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The Scholarship & Research Committee is accepting  
donations for the raffle segment of the tournament.   

 

This yearôs tournament will be held on  
Tuesday, September 29th at Metacomet Country Club  

Host: Paul Jamrog  
 

Response to the Scholarship & Research Committee is  
requested by Monday, August 31, 2009 .   
All donations should be forwarded to the  

RIGCSA, c/o Julie Heston, 36 Elisha Mathewson Road, 
North Scituate, RI 02857. 
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This year the RIGCSA Newsletter will focus on our 

local membership and topics of interest that tran-

spire in Southeast New England. I encourage every-

one to participate in sending us your thoughts ñfrom 

the grillò and any articles you may wish to write. ñFor 

the members and By the membersò will be our  

mantra. Kudos and a thank you go to Ed Walsh, 

CGCS for volunteering to submit a column for each 

edition. Who knows what he will be saying?  We 

have changed the layout of the newsletter to better 

serve our advertisers by spreading out their ads 

throughout the newsletter rather than just appearing 

on the last page. Please call me with any sugges-

tions or concerns.   

   Tom Ohlson, CGCS  

Editorõs Note.  


