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RIGCSA 2010 Distinguished Service Award

is Awarded to Paul Barratt, CGCS
By Kirk A. Whiting, CGCS

A few short weeks ago, | had the great honor
of introducing the RIGCSA 2010 Distinguished
Service Award recipient. | welcomed the opportu-
nity of introducing Paul for many reasons. First
and foremost, Paul gave me my first full time posi-
tion as foreman at Country Club of New Bedford.
Secondly, his son Matthew has been my assistant
for the past few years at Sakonnet Golf Club and |
can see many similar qualities and talents that
have been handed down through a generation.

Paul graduated from the University of Massa-
chusetts, Stockbridge in 1968 under the direction
of Joe Troll. He took a position at Ludlow Country
Club for 4 years and then became the Superinten-
dent of Prospect Country Club in 1972. You al- ;
ways remember your first positiom and for Paul, From L -R: Kirk A. Whiting, CGCS presents Paul Barratt,
his first golf course job was caddying at the Coun- CGCS with the 2010 RIGCSA Distinguished Service Award
try Club of New Bedford. As was the case for so
many of us during that era, we were drawn to-

wards the greenskeeping side and never looked ki ,
back. Paul started wor ki ng fingdethishsuec h a e | O(‘)Gra}dy.
| f you didndét know Michael, @idsi yeontl 6sh auwrses ad eoeé eleoééé
watch Caddy Shack and that was him. Paul be- NERTF Show Recap ééeéég. . .
came the Superintendent of New Bedford in 1974 Chipping from the far side
which was a position he held for 15 years. NERTF and Meeting Photosé
Life changed for Paul in many different ways. RI GCSA Meeting Schedul ‘P 66
After Country Club of New Bedford, he was given UMass Field Day flier Eééé
the opportunity to become the Superintendent of UConn Field Day flier Fééé‘

the Titleist Practice Facility (Manchester Lane) a Member News 6é6cééeb6é6c6é66l .

position that every superintendent envied. Two \
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Hello All,

Another golf season
has begun and | am sure
everyone has hit the
ground running. This year
started early as | know
many opened up shortly
= after the New England Turf
Conference. Thanks as always to
NERTF Board, Gary Sykes and his team
for another great conference. Hopefully,
everyoneds turf,
systems came through the winter with no
major issues.

To date it has been an interesting
spring so far. The great floods of 2010
created many issues
an already busy schedule with early
startup the repair from storm damage put
many of us a couple of weeks behind.
Fortunately many | have talked to have
been able to recover and forge forward.
On top of the storms we have seen
warmer than normal temperatures which
have made agronomic applications start
a little sooner than most seasons and
has increased mowing frequency for
many. On the bright side with some
good weather golfers have been enjoying
playing with the many nice days to date
which is great for the business of golf.

We have a great meeting schedule
lined up for this season. One thing to
note is that our May meeting scheduled
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at Hopedale CC has been cancelled.
The clubhouse recently burned down so
they will not be able to accommodate us.
| talked with Tom Albert to offer any sup-
port he may need but he said they were
doing okay with all things considered,
fortunately no one was hurt. We are
presently looking for an alternative site at
this time and will keep everyone posted.
On another meeting note if you would
like to host in 2011 please contact Jerry

and like to vary our locations so if you
have not hosted in awhile please con-
sider it.

A couple of reminders, please be on
time to meetings so those doing registra-
tion may also enjoy the day, and by now
all members should have turned in there
2010 dues. At this point if payment of
dues has not been received you will not
be able to register for meetings and we
are nearing the time when you will be
dropped from the roster per our bylaws.

This season has started off quickly
and with a few surprises from mother-
nature to date, hopefully it is not a sign of
things to come. | wish everyone an en-
joyable and successful season in 2010.

Best regards,
John LeClair, CGCS
President RIGCSA
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RIGCSA Family Day
Sunday, June 6, 2010
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golf holes and no members is every green-
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was. Paul lead his Board in a very distin-
guished manor topping a great run with a 75th

skeeper6s dr eam. Add t dourhament usingtgutter pevchep malts and hickt vy

to meet all these great golf professionals test-
ing new balls and clubs along with Iron Byron.
Paul enhanced the facility each and every
year finally ending up with 4 holes and many
tees. After twenty years with Titleist, Paul re-
tired.

During his tenure at Titleist, Paul decided it
was time to give something back to those who
had helped him. Being a member for many
years with the Connecticut association, the
Cape Cod association and the Rhode Island
association, he cultivated many friendships.
Paul joined the Board of Directors of the
Rhode Island Golf Course Superintendents
Association and worked every position until
taking over the role of
prise that his presidency coincided with the
RIGCSA 75th Anniversary. And what a time it
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ory shafted clubs Anot to
and argyl e sweaters. o T h
tional acclaim with the attendance of both the
President and CEO of GCSAA as active partici-
pants in the tournament. A follow-up history
book of the many Clubs throughout the area
and their accomplishments to golf finished the
year in grand style.
On behalf of the many members of the
Rhode Island Golf Course Superintendents
Association and affiliates, | would like to say,
AWELL DONE MY FRIEND. .. YC
DI STI NGUI SHED YOURSELF. o
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A Show of Success:

2010 New England Regional Turfgrass Conference
By Gary Sykes, Executive Director

The 13" Annual New England Regional Turfgrass were popular, but it was the Turf Equipment Technicians
Conference and Show concluded on March 4™ with an- session that was overflowing! The sports turf managers
other good solid response from 170 exhibitors and had an enthusiastic lunch meeting after their morning ses-
nearly 2000 attendees. More than 350 seats were filled sion. All afternoon sessions were well attended.
in 7 different seminars on March 1%, Tuesdayds U@ we began a new competition for turf school
Day was well attended with a good variety of topics con- students called the New England Turf Bowl. It may be a
cluding with keynote speaker: Director of Umpire Rela- small er version of the one helc
tions for MLB, Steve Palermo as he shared his inspiring but with no less enthusiasm! UMass students coming back
stories of his career, his tragic injury and opinions of from the school s best showing
todaybés athletes with a | ar gegneddugreme &gaivtieis yaauhy taking thetop spofg,h e
trade show opened with a wonderful food reception to a with the team of Eric Cronin, Lisa Golden and Tim Kaija
spirited crowd that seems to get better each year. finishing with the highest score over 11 teams! Congratula-
Wednesday is always the busiest day of the week, and tions to all competing teams from URI and UMass!
this year was no exception. On Wednesday morning, The trade show rocked all day and intensified as it con-
education kicked off early with panel type presentations cluded with our turf industry famous live auction. Back
on two popular issues: Anthracnose and Annual Blue- again for the 6™ straight year was the dynamic team of
grass Weevil management in the golf session. Many Manny Mihailides and Danny Calise to energize the deal
university and industry experts presented recommenda- seeking crowd into turfgrass research fund-raising submis-

tions and research findings on these pesky topics. Edu-

cations sessions for Sports Turf, Turf and Ornamental )
continued on page 6



