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The Strangest Year in Memory  
  

By Dr. Nathaniel Mitkowski  

 Itôs only June and New England has experienced one of 
the most climactically bizarre growing seasons that I can 
recall.  As strange as last summer was (cool and wet until 
August), this year has already been stranger by far.   In 
March, temperatures were mild but we were inundated with 
rain.  Rhode Island received 19 inches total, 9 of which oc-
curred in the Flood of 2010, falling in less than 48 hours.  
The weather quickly changed after that- most of April and 
May were warm and dry.  The spring was so dry that local-
ized dry spot was common.  During the last week of May, 
the first 90-degree day of the season hit, topping out at 96 
degrees.  This was followed by a week of temperatures in 
the 80ôs and humidity to match.  The second and third week 
of June were unseasonably cool, overcast and wet.  And the 
third week of June has reverted to warm and dry.  This 
spring has been a roller coaster of weather and the turf dis-
eases have responded. 
 During the hot spell that occurred in May, Pythium blight 
was observed in a number of locations.  The disease did not 
last long but it did cause significant damage wherever it 
popped up.  In the third week of June, I received two sam-
ples of Fusarium patch, also known as Pink Snow Mold!  
Basal rot anthracnose exploded during the second week of 
June and Iôm still receiving samples of ABW, more than I 
have received in any previous year.   Other springtime dis-
eases have also been prevalent, including cool-season root 
Pythium, Waitea patch (aka brown ring patch) and a number 
of leaf spot diseases.   And for the first year in at least a dec-
ade, take-all patch is all over the URI research greens.   To 
be sure, the highly variable weather has allowed us to     
experience an entire season of disease in just a couple 
months.  In addition, the warm weather of the spring has 
pushed many of the plants 2-3 weeks ahead of their normal 
schedule.  As a result, diseases like summer patch are also 
ahead of schedule and causing levels of damage that we 
normally do not see until August.  New England is not the 
only part of the country suffering.  Superintendents I       
communicate with in the Midwest have had one of the 

roughest springs they can remember with constant 
inundation.  One notable Ohio course has reported to 
me that they have received 6 inches of rain in 14 
days, in the middle of a scorching and humidity 
soaked heat wave.  A course I work with outside of 
Las Vegas has its fairways covered in the red thread, 
despite regularly hitting 100 degrees for most of June.   
And Iôve seen raging snow mold in the Rocky Moun-
tains as late as mid May. 
 Forecasting ahead, I can only say that this sum-
mer may be longer than we typically experience.  
There are still almost 3 months of summer weather 
ahead of us.  If weôre cursed with many 90 degree 
days and high humidity, this could be a very uncom-
fortable summer for many superintendents.  In that 
vein, donôt hesitate to call if you need advice, Iôm on 
campus all summer long.  If you canôt reach me in the 
office (401-874-5996) its probably because Iôm at the 
farm or in the lab. My cell number is 401-248-4376 
and I do my best to keep it with me. 
 



Hello All, 
     I hope this finds every-
one well and I am sure in 
full swing of the season as 
the first day of summer ar-
rives.  Many have com-
mented on the seasonable 
spring we have had to date 

which has definitely been good for bring-
ing players to the clubs.  I recently talked 
with our pro and we are well ahead of 
last season.   Hopefully many are seeing 
the same trend at their courses.  We 
were all recently treated to a great day at 
Green Valley and thanks to our host Joe 
Oliveira and his club for taking care of us 
at the June meeting.  The golf course 
was terrific and just a great day to get out 
and play the game.  I know every season 
I tell myself I am going to play more and I 
am trying this year especially at the 
home club with membership.  It is an im-
portant part of what we do and is a great 
opportunity to discuss the golf course 
from a playing standpoint. 
                                                       

 Upcoming is Family Day at Mulli-
ganôs Island which is a great time to 
spend with family and friends.  Good 
food and plenty of fun is planned so 
please come and enjoy the day.  Our 
next meeting will be a joint meeting with 
Cape Cod at Pinehills on July 7th, where 
we will battle it out once again for the 
coveted Rho-Cod Cup.  Go Rhody!  Who 
knows what the rest of the summer will 
bring? 
 Annual bluegrass weevil arrived for 
me on June 10

th
,early this year, not a 

bad outbreak but, many lifecycles in one 
area so it may be quite a year for these 
little guys.  So far not a lot of disease 
issues here, but humid and warm 
weather is right around the corner.  Just 
a matter of letôs wait and see what 
mother-nature deals us.  I know we are 
very busy this time of year, but remem-
ber to take a little time for yourself and 
family. 
 

   Best regards, 
   John LeClair, CGCS 
   President, RIGCSA 
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 Drew Cummins and The Agawam Hunt Club        
successfully held our 3

rd
 Annual Fundraising Golf  Outing 

in late April. The day was highlighted by 100 golfers, out-
standing conditions and plenty of camaraderie. We were 
able to help URI Turf alum Matt Gomez and his family 
with proceeds from a raffle. Don DeHayes, URI Provost, 
and Nancy Fey-Yensen, Interim CELS Dean, both spoke 
at dinner updating us on activities at URI.  A big thank 
you to Drew and all at Agawam for a very successful day! 
 Jim Ritorto, Ed Walsh and Eric McPherson continue 
their efforts on an Intern Committee for CELS at URI. 
After holding a successful career day at URI in February,   
focus has returned to making sure students are fully   
engaged when they intern during the summer months. 
RINLA and CCLA are also participating with members on 
the committee. 
 Dave Wallace, Brian Boesch and Dr. Jim Wilkinson 
are commencing the second year of a 2 year wetting 
agent study on sod production. Joe Tibbits of Tibbits 
farms has once again donated space for the study. RITF 
was able to use the grant funds to support student sum-
mer labor at the URI Turfgrass Research Farm at the 

$10,000 level and expect to be able to do the same this 
year. 
 RITF, RINLA and RIAg Partnership are working jointly 
with RIDEM, URI and RIEDC to conduct and Economic 
Impact Study of the Turfgrass and Ornamental Horticulture 
Industry in Rhode Island.  We are hoping this is a fruitful 
endeavor in raising the level of support for our industry both 
at URI and at the state government level. The attendees at 
the initial meeting included Mike Sullivan, Director RIDEM; 
Keith Stokes, Director RIEDC; Mark Higgins, Dean URI 
College of Business Administration; Shannon Brawley,  
Executive Director RINLA; Tom Sandham, Executive     
Director RIAg Partnership; Dave Wallace, President RITF 
and a contingent of support staff and department heads at 
RIEDC. The goal for our industry is for more outreach and 
research support at URI and more strength in the regula-
tory and legislative regimes of our state. Ed Walsh has 
agreed to help spearhead our efforts in this venture. 
 As you can see, itôs been a busy spring and looks to 
remain busy throughout the year!! 
     Dave Wallace 
     President, RITF 

Update on RI Turfgrass Foundation Activities  


