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By Nicholas Burchard, Editor

Interview with Kirk Whiting, CGCS -
Superintendent, Sakonnet Golf Club

Please briefly describe an overview of the

upcoming Educational Seminar that the RIGCSA

is holding on November 12th at the Hotel
Providence.

The RIGCSA is hosting "A Luncheon with the Mas-
ters", and that is just what it is. We have three of the
finest individuals speaking on and about their exper-
tise as it relates to golf. Andy Drohen with Agrium
has a keen sense of the fertilizer business as it re-
lates to the buyer, user and the golf course. Gil
Hanse has taken the lead in many de-
signs and improvements on golf
courses from coast to coast and
abroad. His insight is very unique and
fosters many traits of the old masters
of design. And finally, Brad Faxon
sees the game of golf from a different
perspective. He's a master of the PGA
and has recently been collaborating
with Gil Hanse.

What can superintendents and club
officials hope to gain by attending
this session?

Right from the start | would expect
those attending to be entertained.
Given the term "educational opportu-
nity" everyone should walk away with an enhanced
understanding of the many different facets of the golf
industry. Last but not least, meeting new people and
making friends is such an important networking tool.

Kirk Whiting, CGCS

As Education Chair, you have created a program

in which Superintendents and Club Officials can
spend a day away from the course. What do you
hope the biggest benefits of this will be?

Being one of the Superintendent elders, | have had
the opportunity to see what works over time. Com-
munication is the one element that is key on every
level. We communicate with our maintenance staff,
the pro shop, the restaurant, and the office. Due to
our hours of operation and scheduling the communi-
cation between Club Officials and Su-
perintendents is missed. Being away
from the course in a beautiful Down-
town Providence Hotel gives all parties
involved a great benefit to see one an-
other for the professionals that we are.
| look forward to seeing and meeting all
of you on the 12th of November.
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As we wind down, yet
another year
take some time to thank
the many members of our
association who have
given so much of their
time in helping us grow
and succeed in 2008.
First, the members of the Board of Direc-
tors of RIGCSA for the endless hours
they put in this year. | feel we have ac-
complished quite a bit and every Board
Member has contributed in one way or
another. From the monthly meetings,
golf, education and social events to the
new web-newsletter format, 2008 has
been a very progressive year.

Thank you to all members who of-
fered up their facility for a monthly meet-

Sur f

dent 6s Me

Harbor Club on October 15th could not
have been better. Congratulations to
Richard Lombardi and his committee for
yet another outstanding day. Thank you
to all the volunteers that continue to help
make this an outstanding event. The staff
at Shelter Harbor along with the food and
service was first rate. We even got a
break with the weather making for an
even more enjoyable day.

As every Superintendent Member
now knows, the new and quite improved
Caranci Survey is now available to be
filled out. | encourage everyone to get
involved and fill out the survey prior to
the due date. This is a very important
tool that every one of us will benefit from.
Thank you to the survey committee led
by Edward Walsh, CGCS; Eric McPher-

o6nd T

ing. I candt expr es sson CGCSand Stephen Tibbels, CGCS. s t
have members come forward like they do  Many thanks to Stephanie McPherson
year in and year out. We hope that all and Julie Heston for all the hard work
members look and see if they can host a they put in to presenting a first class sur-
meeting sometime in the next couple of vey.
years. Next, | would like to thank all our And finally, I canot
members who have supported these our Chapter Executive Julie Heston and
monthly meetings, social and education the quality work she puts in for every one
events so far and hope everyone will of us. Julie continues to show her com-
consider attending the many events com-  mitment to the RIGCSA each year by
ingup ®réugtathetend of the year. We attending events through the GCSAA.
have a fantastic event scheduled for No- We have alll benefited f
vember 12th at the Hotel Providence. and we thank her for that.
This will be a good communication tool
for all of us in working along side with our  Hope to see everyone very soon.
club officials. What an opportunity to
showcase how professional and commit- All the best,
ted we are in what we do every day. Paul J. Jamrog
| must say that the Scholarship and RIGCSA President
Research Tournament at The Shelter
Scholarship Applications are Now Available
Please visit www.rigcsa.org for an application
Clickonthein Schol ar shi ps aabdndRe s
choosen S and R Documenft s

If you have trouble downloading this, please contact
Julie Heston (401) 934-7660 to have an application
mailed or emailed to you.
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26th Annual Scholarship and Research Tournament

is Once Again a Success

The Scholarship and Research Committee spon- Golf Club. The superb conditions of the course and
sored another successful event with the 26™ Annual the facility coupled with excellent service provided
Scholarship & Research Tournament held at Shelter by the staff greatly contri
Harbor Golf Club on October 15", In closing, the unconditional support and efforts
Organizing this event requires dedication and of all participants will allow the Scholarship & Re-
hard work of the committee members and staff early search Tournament to remain a key event represent-
in the year to achieve rewarding results. Recogni- ing the RI GCSAG6s strong com
tion goes out to the entire S&R Committee. The enhancement.
committee also extends a special thank you to Julie Be certain to mark your calendars for our next
Heston for her assistance, dedication and strong event to be held in October 2009 at Metacomet
administrative support. Country Club where Paul Jamrog will be our host for
To our annual sponsors, who play a key role in day.
the tournamentds success, the committee extends its
gratitude. Please see the full list of sponsors for this Sincerely,
event on the following pages. Richard Lombardi, Chairman
Special recognition is also extended to Ed Scholarship and Research Committee

Walsh, CGCS and the entire team at Shelter Harbor

Edward Walsh, CGCS

2008 Scholarship and Research
Tournament Host



