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2020 RIGCSA Scholarship Recipients

Christopher Bresnahan
Pictured from L-R: Back row: RIGCSA President – Michael Varkonyi; Hans Bengtson,
Scholarship & Research Committee Chair – Mark Richard, CGCS
Front row: Margaret Drohen, Jessica McLeod, Sydney Pellerin, Ashley Cromack, Cara
Cummins

The Rhode Island Golf Course Superintendents Association awarded $19,800 in
scholarships for the year 2020 to the following students. Each student received a scholarship of $2,200.00.

RIGCSA Scholarship Recipients:
Hans P. Bengtson

Johnson & Wales University

Christopher Bresnahan

University of Vermont

Jillian M. Cabral

Bridgewater State University

Cara Cummins

Roger Williams University

Margaret Drohen

University of Massachusetts

Adam Kroian

University of Rhode Island

Jessica McLeod

Haverford College

Jillian Cabral

Ryan Reynolds Legacy Scholarship
Ashley Cromack

Montclair State University

The C. Richard Skogley Memorial Scholarship was awarded to Sydney Pellerin who is
a student at the University of Rhode Island.
Save the date for the 38th Annual Scholarship and Research Tournament to be held at
Pine Brook Country Club in Weston, Massachusetts on October 6, 2020. Michael Iacono,
CGCS will be our host for this event.
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President’s Message
The Winter that wasn’t.
How else to describe our local conditions from December through
the beginning of March? Maybe we can finally experience a “true”
Spring this year. Is the mild weather going to change timing of
applications, cultural practices or is it going to increase insect
populations and severity of Spring time diseases? Members and
the common golfer don’t always see or understand how we need
to be flexible to change on the fly due to events out of our control.
Communicating to them about how your cultural practices may/
will be changing may stop some of the questions like: Why are you
spraying in late March, you never spray in March?
Hopefully most of you have joined the Facebook page/group of our association, if you’re
on FB. I’d like to thank Peter Fish and Michelle Maltais for developing and getting it off
the ground in less than a week. Hopefully our membership utilizes this as many have done
with other groups on Facebook. It is and can be a great tool for all for answers or help.
Last week was the 23rd NERTCS. I believe it was another success. The auction took in
the most ever. The seminar I attended had sold out. Talks had people coming and going
and the show floor seemed consistent. The structure was a little different and as we all are
creatures of habit, it probably took this year to figure it out. Gary Sykes continues to pull it
all together with David Rosenberg and his team. Thank you, Gary, for your hard work.
Our schedule is set for the year and looks exciting. Those interested in hosting a meeting
next year, please contact John Lombardi.
The different allied groups that make up the Rhode Island Golf Council will be setting up
on May 13th in the RI State House to make a push with legislators to approve a statewide
“National” Golf Day. And then work on our economic impact in the state. Pat Hogan is
the backbone for us on this issue. Many thanks Pat.
And not to ignore the Coronavirus, hopefully by the time you read this, more has been
solved, less have been affected and we can worry about one less thing. If the weather is
nice, the March meeting might be my shortest ever, as my clubs will be with me.
As we are all dealing with the effects of the coronavirus, with closures, cancellations and
quarantines let’s hope there is an expedited solution so we can get back to some normalcy.
Respectfully,
Mike Varkonyi
RIGCSA President

Annual Meeting - January 15, 2020 – Fall River Country Club

Photos by Michelle Maltais
January/February 2020
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Annual Meeting - January 15, 2020 - Fall River Country Club

Photos by Michelle Maltais
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Spring Irrigation Pump Station Service
By Matt Faherty, Winterberry Irrigation

I

n the Northeast, we have completed painting tee markers,
benches, etc. … only a month away from getting out and cleaning up the course from a long winter - and we can’t wait. But
what about the pump station?

A list of services provided by that are performed and reported back
to the superintendent includes:
•

Vibration test on each pump

Avoiding the pump station service, because of its complexities, can
be a crippling mistake. Yearly preventative maintenance can save
money by avoiding costly breakdowns.

•

Lube bearings

•

Inspect and tighten any leaking joints

The most common mistake that a superintendent can make is not
to contract an authorized service technician to perform annual
check-ups, diagnostics and preventative maintenance. A preventative checklist of pump station data may insure that the station is
ready for the spring with the records available for comparison to
prior year’s services. Are the pumps producing similar flow to past
years? Motor winding insulation value and resistance can be tested
with a meg-ohm meter to insure that it is not degrading.

•

Test, adjust pressure relief valves

•

Change oil in wet sump motors only

•

Meg test on each motor

•

Test and review PLC operation; make corrections and updates

•

Check manual valves

•

Pump packing adjusted

•

Inspect, clean component filters

•

Control cabinet inspection, including tightening of any connection points

•

Inspection/cleaning of cooling components

•

Test all fuses and circuit beakers

•

Dynamic flow test

•

Check amp test – all motors; examine intake screens for debris

•

Hydraulic valves (including Cla-Valves), need periodic service,
cleaning and adjustment

It is good idea to have a qualified technician conduct an efficiency
audit to ensure that money is not being wasted on electricity in
these trying budgetary times. The audit can help determine expected service life of the system and may present opportunities to
optimize efficiency.
In-experience and untrained service may result in costly mistakes
for the goal of saving money, such as not cleaning filters. Same
with any mechanical devise. You would not think of skipping oil
changes in your truck till 30,000 miles for the “savings”. Preventive
maintenance is good, done wrong can be more harmful than
helpful.
The importance of regular service should not only be Spring or
Fall, but once a week a visit to the pump house to observe the
pump and motor vibrations, leaks and smells that differ from the
norm. An early inspection of the balance of hours on motors, a
decline in pumping capacity of the pumps or excessive vibration
on the motors may literally save your position. Keep notes and a
checklist of power, performance, electrical inspection and test data.
Seasonal events such as algae blooms will affect filter maintenance.
Motor and pump controls should be upgraded before they fail,
technical advances in PLC’s and electrical components may make
upgrades a smart decision. Keep the pump station clean of debris
and wildlife to insure proper cooling, extending service life.
You cannot afford to have your system fail during the hot summer
months – when you need the water without interruption. Spring
startups and services to insure the pumping equipment is ready for
the hard summer months and saving money by increasing efficiency in water usage, motor and control upgrades.
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Factory trained technicians can provide you with the expertise,
knowledge and experience solving any issue that your system may
incur.

RIGCSA
2020 Meeting Schedule
Please note: The March and May meetings have been cancelled due
to concerns regarding the Coronavirus.
Monday, June 1 - Potowomut Golf Club
(Member/Member Tournament)
Monday, July 20 - Crosswinds Golf Club
(Joint meeting with GCSA of Cape Cod - Rho-Cod Cup)
Monday, August 10 - Midville Golf Club
(Stress Buster Day)
Monday, September 14 - Wanumetonomy Golf & CC
(Championship and NE Champs Qualifier)
Tuesday, October 6 - Pine Brook Country Club
(Scholarship & Research Tournament)
Monday, October 26 - Newport Country Club
(Superintendent/Assistant Tournament)
Tuesday, November 10 - Louisquisset Golf Club
Friday, December 4 - The Dublin Rose
(Holiday Networking and Meeting)
For more information and to register, please visit www.rigcsa.org or
contact Julie Heston at (401) 934-7660 or jheston@verizon.net

January/February 2020
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Kevin’s GCSAA Corner By Kevin Doyle, GCSAA Northeast Field Rep.

G

IS 2020 is in the books!
Hopefully those who
attended show in
Orlando found the education
and networking delivered value
to you and your facilities. The
post GIS newsletter has historically been a follow-up on those
within the Northeast Region
recognized during the event.
In case you missed it, here are
excerpts from GCSAA news
releases highlighting our regional members.
Peter Gorman earns Excellence in Government Affairs Award
from GCSAA
A focus on water issues advocacy making an impact in Connecticut
Peter Gorman, technical representative for Atlantic Golf and Turf,
has earned the 2020 Excellence in Government Affairs Award from
the Golf Course Superintendents Association of America (GCSAA)
for his passion and hard work in advocating for the golf course
management profession. GCSAA annually recognizes a chapter,
coalition or superintendent for outstanding advocacy or compliance efforts in government affairs.
It was through the Connecticut AGCS that Gorman first became
involved in advocacy efforts concerning the creation of best management practices for courses in the state. Gorman has served as a
GCSAA Grassroots Ambassador, a program that matches superintendents with members of Congress to build strong relationships
between them. More than 380 GCSAA members currently serve as
ambassadors.
On the state level, Gorman has made the biggest impact by his
involvement in Connecticut water issues. When the Connecticut
Department of Environmental Protection offered the Connecticut
AGCS a seat on its Water Planning Council four years ago,
Gorman was chosen to represent the golf industry. During his time
on the council, Gorman has met with representatives from various
government, industry and environmental groups; testified in a public hearing at the State Capitol and helped develop the State Water
Plan. He has spent hundreds of hours on the project.

“I grew up in a family of great golfers and started out working
in a course pro shop and caddying before I moved into landscaping,” Kuhns said. “I have worked with many great people, including other past presidents who have been my friends and mentors,
throughout my career in landscaping and I have not missed a Golf
Industry Show since 1979.”
Kuhns, first elected to serve on the GCSAA Board of Directors
in 2003, was the director of grounds at Baltusrol Golf Club in
Springfield, N.J. Previously, he was golf course superintendent
at Oakmont (Pa.) Country Club; Laurel Valley Golf Club and
Rolling Rock Club in Ligonier, Pa.; and Ligonier (Pa.) Country
Club. Kuhns is currently the vice president of business development for Turco Golf Inc.
Kuhns has been a GCSAA member for 41 years and first earned
certification in 1983. He is a member and past president of the
Mountain & Valley GCSA, former vice president of the Greater
Pittsburgh GCSA and currently serves as government relations
chairman for the GCSA of New Jersey. He is a member of the
New Jersey Turfgrass Association, the Tri-State Turfgrass Research
Foundation and a past member of the Penn State University
Agronomy Advisory Council.
Four Northeast Region members selected for Melrose
Leadership Academy
The Melrose Leadership Academy supports the professional development of GCSAA-member superintendents. It is administered
through the Environmental Institute for Golf (EIFG), the philanthropic organization of GCSAA. The program was established in
2012 by Ken Melrose, retired CEO and chairman of the board of
The Toro Co., and is supported by a $1 million gift to the EIFG
from the Kendrick B. Melrose Family Foundation.
Academy members are chosen through an application process
based on financial need, volunteerism and a drive to advance their
careers. The new class will participate in networking and leadership activities, as well as attend a variety of education seminars.
Seventeen superintendents were chosen to be a part of the 2020
Academy.
The Northeast Region members of the 2020 Melrose Leadership
Academy were:

“Originally when I went to water events, I was the golf guy,”
Gorman said. “Now when I go to golf events, I am the water guy.”

•

Paul Bonini, CGCS of Watertown Golf Club in Watertown,
Conn.

GCSAA Distinguished Service Awards honor certified golf
course superintendent and retired USGA course consultant
Mark Kuhns, CGCS, and John Foy will be recognized at the 2020 Golf
Industry Show
Kuhns, who served as president of GCSAA in 2009, cites his
beginnings in the golf industry for putting him on a path toward
becoming a superintendent.

•

Darrell Marcinek, CGCS, of Somerset County Park
Commission in Neshanic Station, N.J.

•

David Moffett of Mosholu Golf Course in Bronx, N.Y.

•

Michael Murphy of Robert T Lynch Municipal Golf Course
in Brookline, Mass.
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Visit wearegolf.org/national-golf-day/ for more information and
to register!
Again, if I can be of any assistance,
please feel free to contact me.
Kevin Doyle
GCSAA Field Staff
kdoyle@gcsaa.org Follow me on Twitter @GCSAA_NE

Photo credit: Montana Pritchard
GCSAA president Rafael Barajas, CGCS recognizes GCSAA pastpresident and current GCSA of New England Executive Director
Don Hearn, CGCS for 50 years of membership.

GCSAA Resources and Deadlines

OUR PASSION IS

YOUR SUCCESS

you Get Cool Stuff from your Association Already

Scholarship season is fast
approaching:
Scholarships have been a part of the EIFG’s focus since 1955 when
the organization was first founded as the GCSAA Scholarship and
Research Fund.
Scholarships funded by the EIFG provide financial assistance to
students who are pursuing a career in golf course management,
future researchers and educators, as well as children and grandchildren of GCSAA members.
Visit www.EIFG.org/scholarships for more information.

CELEBRATING GOLF
#NationalGolfDay:
National Golf Day is the pinnacle event of the year for WE ARE
GOLF. As a coalition of golf industry leaders, National Golf Day
celebrated its 12th year in Washington, D.C., which also included
a record-setting community service project on the National Mall.
We hope you can join us in supporting the golf industry this May
4-6th!
National Golf Day celebrates the game’s $84.1 billion economy,
nearly $4 billion annual charitable impact and many environmental and fitness benefits. Industry leaders will meet with Members
of Congress, the Executive Branch and federal agencies to discuss
golf’s 15,000 diverse businesses, two million jobs impacted, tax
revenue and tourism value.

With Tom Irwin, you’re not alone.
Greg Misodoulakis | 508-243-6166 | greg@tomirwin.com

B a ye r Env i r o n m e n t a l Sc i e n c e
Building on an already solid foundation of
proven products to help you succeed.

B r i a n Gi b l i n
(5 0 8 ) 4 3 9 -9 8 0 9

Brian.Giblin@bayer.com

January/February 2020
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RIGCSA Member News
Welcome New Members:
• Alexander Brake, Student, Wanumetonomy Golf
& CC
• Luke Farrell, Assistant Superintendent,
Wanumetonomy Golf & CC

•
•

Our condolences go out to Ed Delfino and family on the
passing of Marion Mandeville on January 24, 2020 at the
age of 94. Marion was the previous owner of Melody Hill
Country Club in Glocester, RI. She was a 50 year member
of the RIGCSA as of this year and a Distinguished Service
Award recipient in 2000. She was a great supporter of the
association and the Scholarship and Research fund.
Thank you to all our members who donated food items
and made monetary contributions to the RI Community
Food Bank at our Annual Meeting in January. We
collected $370 in donations and over 160 pounds of nonperishable food items.
Congratulations to Scott Gabrielson on his new position
as sales representative for The Cardinals, Inc.
Congratulations to Vickie Wallace on receiving the Dr.
William H. Daniel Award with the Sports Turf Managers
Association (STMA). This award recognizes educators
who have made significant contribution to the sports
turf industry through research, teaching or extension
outreach.
Congratulations to Gardner &
Gerrish Landscape Architects
LLC- Their project at Payne Park in
Pawtucket has been honored with
the Outstanding Public Space Award
by the Rhode Island Chapter of the
American Planning Association.
If your club or company has received
an award or distinction, please send
a brief description to Julie Heston
jheston@verizon.net or Michelle
Maltais nonquitt687@cox.net and
and we will list it in the Member News
section.
The Rhode Island GCSA is now
offering an Equipment Manager
membership for $75 for the year.
($112.50 to join which includes a
one-time application fee)
• Help grow the Equipment
Manager Profession and
10

Community in the Rhode Island and nearby areas
You will have access to attend RIGCSA meetings,
networking and educational opportunities
Visit www.rigcsa.org for more information and to
apply!

RIGCSA 2020 Board of Directors
Elected at the RIGCSA Annual Meeting on January 15,
2020
President: Michael Varkonyi
Vice President/Secretary: John Lombardi
Treasurer: Peter Fish
Past President: Christopher Coen
Director: Matthew Emond
Director: Patrick Hogan
Director: Michelle Maltais
Congratulations to our 25 and 15 year member pin
recipients.
15 Year Members:
Shane Cornicelli
Mark Daniels
Stephen L. Dellaporta
Daniel J. McDermott
Dr. Rebecca Nelson Brown
Jeffrey Urquhart

THE MATERIAL
MATTERS.
Recreational - Commercial - Specialty

Slater Farms is the leading provider of high quality sands for the industrial,
commercial and filtration markets. We're the element in every day.
www.slaternaturalfarms.com For a project quote, call us at 401-766-5010
Holliston Sand Company is NSF certified

Proudly supplying our community partners

Citizen Scientists Needed!
(No skills or training necessary!)

Rhode Island
Bumble Bee Survey
Understanding our wild bees
Our objective is to survey the bumble bees
of Rhode Island.

What We Need:
 Found dead bumble bees

o Collect and secure each bee in an individual,
crush-proof container (e.g. pill bottle).
o Label with the date and location (i.e. nearest
address, road, landmark) where collected.

 Surrounding Foliage
Our ultimate goal is conservation.
Please do not kill live bumble bees.

o Identification of plant bee was foraging on, clipped
samples, and/or clear photographs of nearby
flowering plants.

 Send us specimens

o Mail your secured bumble bee specimen(s)
separately with requested information to:

Please report all
known bumble bee nests
(with photographs and
details of location) to:
bombussurvey@gmail.com

Dr. Steven Alm
9 East Alumni Ave
Suite 7
University of Rhode Island
Kingston, RI 02881
Questions?
E-mail us at
bombussurvey@gmail.com

January/February 2020
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It might take
great skill to
become a
great golfer...

….But, It takes great precision to
maintain a great Golf Course!

�elp f�nd t�rfgra�� re�ear�� �� dona�ng a ro�nd of
golf for 4 to Tee‐Up New England!
12

Go to www.Tee‐upNewEngland.com to download an
appl��a�on toda� or �all 4��‐�4�‐�4��!

RIGSCA 2020 Newsletter Sponsors
A-OK TURF EQUIPMENT

Baked by Bayer

Wiedenmann, Lastec, Graden, Agrimetal, Baroness, Salsco, Sweep N Fill,
Turf Pride, Stec, Pronovst, Lely, Maredo, Classen, and Used Equipment.
www.aokturf.com (401) 826-2584

THE CARDINALS, INC.

Allens Seed)
Celebrating over 60 years of servicing Golf Course Superintendents
with products for managing quality turfgrass. When you need fertilizer,
control products, premium grass seed, equipment repair and parts.
For more information, call Al LaPrise, Erik or Paul Hagenstein
(401) 294-2722 (800) 527-3898

ATLANTIC GOLF & TURF
Specializing in agronomy through the distribution of fertilizer, seed
and chemicals throughout New England.
Paul Jamrog (401) 524-3322
Paul@AtlanticGolfandTurf.com
www.AtlanticGolfandTurf.com

BAYER ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE
Building on an already solid foundation of proven products
to help you succeed
Brian Giblin (508) 439-9809
Brian.Giblin@bayer.com

John Callahan, Scott Gabrielson (800) 861-6256
Complete distributor of golf course accessories; seed, fertilizer,
chemicals, wetting agents, safety supplies and other turf related
specialty products.

FINCH SERVICES, INC./JOHN DEERE GOLF
Offering our customers the most complete line of products, service and
expertise in the industry.
Visit our website at www.finchinc.com
Bill Rockwell (508) 360-1778

GARDNER + GERRISH, LLC
Golf Course Design
Offering almost 20 years of golf course design experience including;
feature renovation, tree analysis, cart path layout, master planning,
construction observation, planting design and landscape architecture.
Contact RIGCSA member
Tim Gerrish, RLA at (401) 263-3784
tim@gardner-gerrish.com

January/February 2020

13

RIGSCA 2020 Newsletter Sponsors
HARRELL’S
Service–Knowledge–Experience
The superintendents source for high-tech turf care products,
contact Michael Kroian at (401) 397-5500.

NEW ENGLAND GOLF CARS
Sales, Service, Rentals
Yamaha Golf Cars / Yamaha Utility Cars
Scott Cookson, Jon Cookson, Mark Cunningham
(508) 336-4285 Fax: (508) 336-4762
www.NewEnglandGolfCars.com

Ed Downing 508-440-1833
Mark Pendergast 617-686-5590

SLATER FARMS
We provide the highest quality natural sands and stone products.
For applications ranging from sports turf fields to golf courses, our
products are perfect for every project.
(401) 766-5010 www.hollistonsand.com

SODCO, INC.
All of your golf course grass needs grown on our 500 acre Green
Certified farm. Bentgrass, Black Beauty, Bluegrass, Fine Fescue, Short
Cut Varieties, Contract Growing.
Contact:
Pat Hogan (401) 569-1105 or
Alicia Pearson (401) 215-8698
Slocum, RI (800) 341-6900
www.sodco.net

OCEAN ORGANICS
Kevin Collins- NE & Mid Atlantic TM
725 King Street
Chappaqua, NY 10514
Mobile: (914) 621-1151
Email: kevin@oceanorganics.com

SYNGENTA

READ CUSTOM SOILS
The only sand supplier with literally millions of yard of consistent
sand permitted for use.
Call on us for custom soil blending, top dressing sands, root-zone
blends, “early green” black sand, divot & cart path mixes.
Garrett Whitney 617-697-4247

Melissa Hyner Gugliotti (860) 221-5712
Email: Melissa.gugliotti@syngenta.com
www.greentrustonline.com

PO Box 2 | 264 Exeter Rd
Slocum, RI 02877
(p) 800-341-6900 | (f) 401-295-0144
www.sodco.net

Spectacular Shortcut. Fantastic Fairway Height. Gorgeous Greens Height. Only at Sodco.

Sodco is currently growing two
varieties of Fairway Height
Bentgrass. Pennway bentgrass
provides the broad genetic diversity
that creates a fine texture and the
dense, uniform turf. PureFormance
bentgrass combines the three top
performing bentgrass varieties to
create optimal playing conditions.
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Sodco’s Shortcut Bluegrass is a mix
of Kentucky Bluegrass varieties,
maintained at a height of 5/8 inch.
Our shortcut bluegrass is grown with
a blend of dwarf bluegrass that is
able to handle the low height of cut,
which makes this sod perfect for tee
boxes and fairways. A perfect
substitution for areas bentgrass is
not preferred.

Sodco’s 007/Declaration Greens
Height Bentgrass far exceeds the
overall turf performance that is
expected from a traditional bentgrass.
This blend combines two top ranked
varieties in overall turf quality and
dollar spot resistance. Sodco's 50/50
blend is guaranteed to create optimal
playing conditions for your greens.

TARGET SPECIALTY PRODUCTS

TURF ENHANCEMENT ENTERPRISES

Fertilizer, Seed Chemicals
Jim Pritchard (401) 862-1098
jimpritchard32@gmail.com
Mike Santos (401) 525-6782
mike.santos@target-specialty.com

Tom Fox (508) 450-9254
Featuring Floratine Products, Analync Soil Testing and Analysis, JRM
tines and bedknives and Greenleaf TurboDrop spray nozzles.

TARTAN FARMS, LLC
Supplying sod and sod installation for golf course since 1987.
David Wallace (401) 641-0306
571 Waites Corner Road
West Kingston, RI 02892

TOM IRWIN, INC.
Greg Misodoulakis 508-243-6166
With Tom Irwin, you’re not alone.

TUCKAHOE TURF FARMS, INC.

TURF PRODUCTS
Tom Albert (860) 539-3946
Carrying the complete line of TORO equipment. For your TORO
irrigation needs–sprinklers, pipes, fittings, Otterbine aerators and wire
trackers.

WINTERBERRY IRRIGATION
Irrigation installation, service, repairs, and sales
Wire tracking, GPS mapping, grounding testing, start-up, and
winterization
Matt Faherty 860-681-8982
mfaherty@winterberrylandscape.com
Visit www.winterberryirrigation.com

We offer bentgrass for greens, tees and fairways, short cut
bluegrass and bluegrass blends, and we have fine and tall fescue
and blue/fescue blends.
Please call for details 800-556-6985
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