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Resources: Tools for Success

By Gary Sykes, Executive Director New England Regional Turfgrass Foundation
acquaintances. Reconnecting with friends and mentors is a very
valuable resource when needed.

It is hard to believe that September 1 is already here. It has been a
long tough summer for all turfgrass with extreme prolong scorching temperatures and the lack of precipitation for some areas that
neared historic shortages. We look toward the future optimistically,
but we know each year will always have their challenges. As turfgrass managers and crews face these challenges, it is good to know
that we have many resources in our corner when the unexpected
blocks our path.
• Peers-The one great thing about being in the turfgrass industry,
is that we have opportunities to make some great friendships
especially geographically. No question that the best part of our
industry are the people in it. Not all courses have the same resources, and so these friendships help greatly for small things like
parts and fittings and sometimes even equipment and manpower
sharing. With these good friend(s), we have great resources when
trouble visits. Having and using them as a sounding board will
help especially when we are less experienced and facing a new
problem. Make friends, offer them what you can, and they will
often return the favor and then some.
• Team-Your team is there to help you succeed! By building a
qualified and dedicative team through training and education
your greatest resource is right at your fingertips. They are your
eyes and ears, and sometimes your back when challenges come
unannounced. Make sure you share your appreciation when they
make you look good!
• Networking-Take the opportunity to attend professional events
with many individuals from outside your own immediate area.
Connect with new acquaintances. Getting to know other professionals is not only healthy and expands your human connections but will make future events all that much more enjoyable
when you reconnect. Social media will help you continue these

• Suppliers-One of the greatest advancements in our industry over
the last generation has been the bonds that company suppliers have made with their customers through available services.
Historically, suppliers have pledged their support of purchases
through to delivery. When you needed something then, you
would order it, you accepted delivery, and the rest is up to
you. Today, I see modern sales and purchaser’s working closer
together developing plans, testing, solving issues and delivering
products when needed. I’d even say going above and beyond the
call of duty.
• University- Truly a great resource we have had in the Northeast
is the support we get from our Turfgrass Programs in New
England. How lucky are we to have three schools, their labs,
and teaching programs in New England to support our industry! They have so much covered in their area of interests and
research. If you know each researcher personally, and a problem
arises, we know we can approach them for answers and support.
Their diversity is a great asset, as a group in New England we
have the benefit that they can cover all topics expertly without
hesitation. If you are looking for even more confirmation on
their abilities concerning turfgrass then put on your calendar
to attend a field day at UMass (2023) and UConn (2024)! It is
worth the time and travel.
• Conference-Of course, my favorite piece of this resource puzzle
is the fact that we have in New England a great Conference and
Show each year. The conference provides the best education
program we can construct with the help of industry leaders.
It also provides many opportunities to network, and our large
tradeshow gives you an opportunity to discuss whatever questions you may have as you plan for future purchases or research
your service concerns. It provides opportunities to meet and hear
professors from in and outside New England. Don’t ignore the
great resources that the show provides and the good experience
you can create for yourself while attending.
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President’s Message
Hello all,
There was a cheesy song, I think from the 80’s that goes “looks like we
made it”. That’s what I think of this year right now. I think we made it,
the hottest and driest summer I’ve ever been through has finally turned.
Fall owes us big time, let’s hope the weather cooperates and we can get
some good golf in.
September is a full month with the championship at North Kingstown
hosted by Dan McDermott and the Scholarship and Research Tournament
hosted by Pawtucket Country Club and Michael Whitehead, CGCS.
See you all out there.
Sincerely,
John Lombardi
RIGCSA President

THE MATERIAL
MATTERS.
Recreational - Commercial - Specialty

Slater Farms is the leading provider of high quality sands for the industrial,
commercial and filtration markets. We're the element in every day.
www.slaternaturalfarms.com For a project quote, call us at 401-766-5010
Holliston Sand Company is NSF certified

Proudly supplying our community partners

The Chas. C. Hart Seed Co.
Your trusted source since 1892!

More than just seed! We have the products,
resources and expertise to ensure your course
is always healthy and tournament ready.
We are here for you!

Jim Medeiros, CGCS
E: greensman50@aol.com
P: (401)447-0237

P: 800-326-HART

E: turf@hartseed.com
T: @HartsTurfPro

Resources: Tools for Success (continued)
• Family- Let’s not forget the most important resource of them all.
When the day’s work is done, and we head home, there is nothing more refreshing or reenergizing than time spent with loved
ones. Show your appreciation, make time for them, and always
remember their appreciation for you. They know you are doing
the best you can with the resources you have. Their support is
priceless, your support of them is as well.

Show booth sales are also underway, and they have already begun
to be collected. With 70 hours of education planned and 12 hours
of trade show, we think most everyone at the show will feel that
there is much opportunity to grow and enjoy the trade show experience. We have a long way to go before our next show, March 7-9,
but the work goes on to make it another to be proud of!
Good luck with the rest of the growing season!

We sometimes must take stock of the great resources we have in
our industry. It can be hard at times to get through a season like
the one we had over this summer. So, we must remember, when we
have challenges, pull out some of these resources that are available,
start a conversation about your frustrations, see what is working for
others, use the diagnostic labs, and if the occasion arises offer your
help to others. These resources are there for a reason!
Finally, just an update on the 2023 Conference and Show preparations. Here we are at the beginning of September, and as it stands,
we are well along the way of putting together another great education program. Many mainstream researchers, superintendents, and
professors have been lined up for our 2023 conference. Our Trade
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It might take
great skill to
become a
great golfer...

….But, It takes great precision to
maintain a great Golf Course!

�elp f�nd t�rfgra�� re�ear�� �� dona�ng a ro�nd of
golf for 4 to Tee‐Up New England!
4

Go to www.Tee‐upNewEngland.com to download an
appl��a�on toda� or �all 4��‐�4�‐�4��!

RHO-COD
Cup Tournament
- July 18, 2022 at
The 18,
Bay Club
at Mattapoisett
RHO-COD
Cup Tournament
July
2022
at The Bay Club at Mattapoisett

Photo Credit: Michelle Maltais
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RHO-COD Cup Tournament July 18, 2022 at The Bay Club at Mattapoisett

RHO-COD Cup Tournament - July 18, 2022 at The Bay Club at Mattapoisett

Photo Credit: Michelle Maltais
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Kevin’s GCSAA Corner By Kevin Doyle, GCSAA Northeast Field Rep.
It is time for the changing of
the seasons here in the region.
Cultural practices are in full
swing and cooler nights and
lower sun angles bring hope
of reduced turf stress. It’s been
a long and arduous season on
leadership and staff alike. With
those changes come changes
in the daily routine. While
reduction of some duties takes
place, other more seasonal tasks
increase. Welcome to blower
season. The increased use of
blowers comes with inherent risks, if you are still lucky enough to
be able to use them.
Brand new gas-powered leaf blowers and lawn mowers will
soon become scarce in California. In October 2021, Gov. Gavin
Newsom signed a law banning the sale of gas-powered lawn mowers and leaf blowers. While California is not in the Northeast
region, the desire by many to prohibit their use is widespread. Be
aware that town, city and state efforts throughout the region have
taken place recently with mixed success. If your town or city has
banned their use, fines can be significant. If you are still able to use
gas powered blowers, be aware of local noise ordinances that could
limit their use. By adhering to regulations for short periods of time
(delayed use in the early morning for instance), you may indeed
keep the ability to use these valuable tools longer term. Be aware of
efforts to limit their use and active in advocacy efforts to maintain
their use. GCSAA has information available to assist in these advocacy efforts and I am available to help if needed.
Blowers are not a leaf-only related tool, most facilities use them
year-round. Please be sure to reiterate the safety protocols needed
for their as duration of blower use increases. Listening to loud noise
for a long time can overwork hair cells in the ear, which can cause
these cells to die. The hearing loss progresses as long as the exposure continues. Harmful effects might continue even after noise
exposure has stopped. Damage to the inner ear or auditory neural
system is generally permanent. Propper use of hearing protection is
not only essential, it is your duty as an employer to require its use.
Yes, even if you must protect them from themselves. Hearing loss
is a significant, irrevocable condition and you have a duty of care to
uphold.
Blower season is long, arduous, and stunningly lonely no matter
how many operators are together while using them. Losing the
ability to converse while the equipment operates can send employees looking for alternative entertainment while blowing leaves.
Ensure there are noise cancelling pieces in place as music levels
from earbuds or headphones with elevated volume to be heard

over the equipment can be even more dangerous than the blowers
themselves.
The widespread drought throughout the region has affected trees
as much as turf. Early leaf drop has been typical, and the impact
on our standard fall foliage will soon be revealed. Simply be mindful of the long-term impact these valuable tools can have and do all
you can to protect your employees. As we have seen, finding help
has become a challenge so let’s all be sure to treat the staff we have
as best we can!
Again, if I can be of any assistance, please feel free to contact me.
Kevin Doyle
GCSAA Field Staff
kdoyle@gcsaa.org
Follow me on Twitter @GCSAA_NE

For golf course
construction,
renovation and
repairs.
Bluegrass, Ryegrass, Fine Fescue Blends, Short
Cut Bluegrass, Bentgrass and Bentblends.
Pallets/Big Rolls.
Sod handler Del.
Roll Out Service.
OvO
turf production.

Over 35 years of
serving the Turf
Professional.

Deliveries Monday through Saturday
CALL TOLL FREE

1—800-556-6985
See our web site
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RIGCSA Member News
Welcome New Members
Jamie Hunt
Superintendent, Louisquisset Golf Club
Shaun Mitchell
Superintendent, Whitinsville Golf Club
James Paresi
Affiliate, Sustainable Turf Science
Dan Tower
Affiliate, Atlantic Golf & Turf
James Trichter
Superintendent, Winnapaug Golf Club

Announcements:
Our condolences are extended to John Carlone and family on
the passing of John’s mother, Margaret Carlone, on July 30,
2022.
Our condolences are extended to Don Silven and family on the
passing of Don’s wife, Carol Silven, on September 7, 2022.
Wishing a speedy recover to John Petraitis on his recent injury
and surgery.
Wishing a speedy recovery to Paul Jamrog on his recent
surgery.

Congratulations to Drew Cummins who had a hole-in-one
at our August meeting at Whitinsville Golf Club
(Photo credit: Nick Burchard)

OUR PASSION IS

YOUR SUCCESS

If you would like to have your course photo displayed on the
website, please email the photo to Julie Heston at jheston@
verizon.net It will appear in a rotating slideshow on the
home page of the website.
If your club or company has received an award or distinction,
please send a brief description to Julie Heston jheston@
verizon.net or Michelle Maltais nonquitt687@cox.net
and will list in the Member News section of the Surf ‘n’ Turf
newsletter.

With Tom Irwin, you’re not alone.
Greg Misodoulakis | 508-243-6166 | greg@tomirwin.com
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New England’s Finest Sod

PO Box 2 | 264 Exeter Rd
Slocum, RI 02877
(p) 800-341-6900 | (f) 401-295-0144

Spectacull Shhtcuts. Fantastic Fine Fescues. Beautiful Benttass. Only at SODCO!

Our shortcut grasses are grown with Fine fescue has a finer leaf balde that
is more shade tolerant and requires
a blend of dwarf grasses allowing
less water and fetilizer compared
for a low cut height, which makes this
to a standard bluegrass blend.
sod perfect for tee boxes, fairways,
and collars/approaches.

Additionally, SODCO offers contract growing opportunities with
all of our varieties to meet any specific needs you may have!
July / August 2022
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ACTIVITY IN CONGRESS INDICATES WOTUS STILL ON MINDS OF MEMBERS
by GCSAA Government Affairs Team | Jun 24, 2022
While waiting for the Biden Administration to announce the replacement to the 2020 Navigable Waters Protection Rule (NWPR),
Congress has not been quiet. There have been several bills introduced that would impact the rulemaking process, if passed. In
addition, questions about the Administration’s next steps have been
raised directly with EPA Administrator Michael Regan. Hanging
over all of this is a case pending before the Supreme Court in the
fall that has the potential to impact rulemaking:  Sackett v. EPA.
In Sackett, the plaintiffs are contesting a jurisdictional decision by
the EPA that a wetland adjacent to their property is a Water of the
United States (WOTUS). The Court is being asked to determine
the test to apply to determining a WOTUS, which would greatly
impact the rulemaking process.

On June 16, Republican senators had a closed-door meeting with
Regan to discuss WOTUS and the concerns raised by the Sackett
case. While no commitments were made by the administrator,
this was a clear signal that the senators will also play an oversight
role in the coming months. The results of the upcoming midterm
elections will indicate the likelihood of even greater action, should
Republicans regain control of the House or Senate.

Here’s the latest:

Bayer Environmental Science
Building on an already solid foundation of
proven products to help you succeed.

There are three legislative actions recently that impact WOTUS
rulemaking as well as water permitting in general. While none
have chance of immediate passage, they show the interest on the
part of members to continue to exercise their oversight authority.:

Brian Giblin
(508) 439-9809
Brian.Giblin@bayer.com

•

H.R. 7771, sponsored by Rep. David Rouzer (R-NC-7),
would require the EPA and Army Corps of Engineers to
study the cost of an applicant obtaining a CWA Sec. 402 or
404 permit, including permitting time. Problems with the
scope, cost and timing of federal water permits have been key
arguments made by golf and its allies in their opposition to
WOTUS. A mandatory report to Congress can ensure greater
accountability. This legislation has been referred to the House
Transportation and Infrastructure Committee.

•

H.R. 8079, the “Reducing Farm Input Costs and Barriers
to Domestic Production Act”, sponsored by Rep. Glenn
Thompson (R-PA-15), the Ranking Member of the House
Agriculture Committee. Section 6 of this bill would reinstate
the 2020 Navigable Waters Protection Rule. There is also
language that impacts pesticide use on golf courses, allowing
golf and other users access to existing stocks of any suspended
or cancelled pesticide for five years and preempting efforts to
modify the label of glyphosate at the state level. This legislation has been referred to the Agriculture Committee.

Serving the Golf Industry for 30 Years

Fiscal Year 2023 Appropriations process, a.k.a. “No WOTUS
before SCOTUS”. It is anticipated that several Republicans
to sponsor an amendment to the upcoming FY 23 Interior
Appropriations bill that prohibits the EPA and Army Corps
from implementing any replacement rule until the Court
decides Sackett. The chance of this getting adopted is low.

•
•
•
•
•

•

I R R I GATI ON

•
•
•
•
•
•

Installation of new irrigation systems
Refurbishment and extensions of existing systems
Winterization of irrigation systems and compressor rentals
Irrigation service and repairs
Wire tracking and wire installation
GNSS Mapping System paired with AutoCAD Software
that will allow the creation of accurate As-Built
Installation and refurbishment of central controls
Grounding testing and installation
Pump Sales
Drainage
Golf Irrigation Evaluations
Chris Daigle | Matt Faherty

1-800-722-7348

www.winterberryirrigation.com
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RIGCSA

!

Ticket Details

!

● 100 Level Seating on Attacking Side*
● Providence Bruins Baseball hat
● Huge Savings off Box Oﬃce pricing**
● Providence Bruins Rally Towel for First 2,000 fans in the arena
*Dependent on availability **Other Dates Available via link below

! Tickets Only at $24 Per Person !
!

50% off of Box Oﬃce Pricing!

!

PURCHASE ONLINE NOW AT:

www.ProvidenceBruins.com/GroupTickets

Promo Code:
RIGCSA
PURCHASE INSTRUCTIONS: Once purchased, you will receive an email from Fevo, our group ticketing
platform, with instructions to access your tickets.
Your mobile tickets are your vouchers to pick up your hat at Group Sales Table in Section 118.
For more info, please call/email: Anthony with the Bruins at (401) 680-4713 or Pontrelli@pseagency.com.
July / August 2022
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RIGSCA 2022 Newsletter Sponsors
A-OK TURF EQUIPMENT

COUNTRY CLUB ENTERPRISES, LLC

Wiedenmann, Lastec, Graden, Agrimetal, Baroness, Salsco, Sweep N Fill,
Turf Pride, Stec, Pronovst, Lely, Maredo, Classen, and Used Equipment.
www.aokturf.com (401) 826-2584

See how Club Car can help you maintain your course with vehicles and
technology built for the job.
Keith Tortorella (508) 982-4820
ktortorella@ccegolfcars.com
www.CCEGOLFCARS.com

ALLENS SEED
Celebrating over 60 years of servicing Golf Course Superintendents
with products for managing quality turfgrass. When you need fertilizer,
control products, premium grass seed, equipment repair and parts.
For more information, call
Al LaPrise, Erik or Paul Hagenstein
(401) 294-2722
(800) 527-3898

ATLANTIC GOLF & TURF
Specializing in agronomy through the distribution of fertilizer,
seed and chemicals throughout New England.
Dan Tower (781) 540-4348
www.AtlanticGolfandTurf.com

BASF
We create chemistry.
Pete Jacobson
Sr. Sales Specialist II: New England, Upstate NY
Mobile: 919-530-9062
Email: peter.jacobson@basf.com

BAYER ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE
Building on an already solid foundation of proven products
to help you succeed
Brian Giblin (508) 439-9809
Brian.Giblin@bayer.com
Backed by Bayer

THE CARDINALS, INC.
John Callahan, Scott Gabrielson (800) 861-6256
Complete distributor of golf course accessories; seed, fertilizer,
chemicals, wetting agents, safety supplies and other turf related
specialty products.

THE CHAS. C. HART SEED CO.
Your trusted source since 1892!
More than just seed! We have the products,
resources and expertise to ensure your course is always healthy and
tournament ready.
We are here for you!
Jim Medeiros, CGCS (401) 447-0237
greensman50@aol.com
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FINCH TURF / JOHN DEERE GOLF
Offering our customers the most complete line of products,
service and expertise in the industry.
Visit our website at www.finchturf.com
Bill Rockwell (508) 360-1778

GARDNER + GERRISH, LLC
Golf Course Design
Offering almost 20 years of golf course design experience including;
feature renovation, tree analysis, cart path layout, master planning,
construction observation, planting design and landscape architecture.
Contact RIGCSA member
Tim Gerrish, RLA at (401) 263-3784
tim@gardner-gerrish.com

HARRELL’S
Service–Knowledge–Experience
The superintendents source for high-tech turf care products,
contact Michael Kroian at (401) 397-5500

HUNTER INDUSTRIES
Hunter manufactures comprehensive golf irrigation solutions designed
to simplify irrigation. From our Pilot Command Center irrigation
management software to the most reliable total top serviceable rotors
in the industry to rotary nozzles for bunkers or landscape lighting for
the clubhouse, Hunter has a solution for every golf course.
More info: https://www.hunterindustries.com/golf
Dave Antunes 401.644.2777
david.antunes@hunterindustries.com

NEW ENGLAND GOLF CARS
Sales, Service, Rentals
Yamaha Golf Cars / Yamaha Utility Cars
Scott Cookson, Jon Cookson, Mark Cunningham
(508) 336-4285
Fax: (508) 336-4762
www.NewEnglandGolfCars.com

RIGSCA 2022 Newsletter Sponsors
NOBLE TURF

SYNGENTA

Distributor of the highest quality turf products that include BASF,
UTA Armor Tech, PBI Gordon, Nufarm, Macrosorb Technologies, SMS
Additives, Landmark Seed, The Andersons, Nutrite, Nature Safe, Bulldog
Solubles and Evergreen Turf Covers.
Matt Lapinski 978-551-0093
mtmlapinski@gmail.com
www.nobleturf.com

Melissa Hyner Gugliotti (860) 221-5712
Email: Melissa.gugliotti@syngenta.com
www.greentrustonline.com

TARGET SPECIALTY PRODUCTS

Kevin Collins- NE & Mid Atlantic TM
828 Center Meadow Lane
Danbury, CT 06810
Mobile: (914) 621-1151
Email: kevin@oceanorganics.com

Fertilizer, Seed Chemicals
Chris Bengtson (401) 443-0001
chris.bengtson@target-specialty.com
Jim Pritchard (401) 862-1098
jimpritchard32@gmail.com
Mike Santos (401) 525-6782
mike.santos@target-specialty.com
Tom Pritchard (401) 578-5529
tbpritchard5@gmail.com

READ CUSTOM SOILS

TARTAN FARMS, LLC

Providing multiple varieties of topdressing sand, bunker sand, rootzone
mixes, divot mixes, colored sand, and our newest product, Kiln Dried
Topdressing Sand, all meeting USGA specifications. Plus cart path
mixes, stabilized stonedust, natural round stone, crushed stone, mulch,
and soils All products can be delivered throughout New England six
days a week via trailer, triaxle, or flatbed.
Mark Pendergast 617-686-5590
Garrett Whitney 617-697-4247
Ed Downing 508-440-1833
READCUSTOMSOILS.COM

Supplying sod and sod installation for golf course since 1987.
David Wallace (401) 641-0306
571 Waites Corner Road
West Kingston, RI 02892

SiteOne Landscape Supply

TUCKAHOE TURF FARMS, INC.

The Golf Team at SiteOne® Landscape Supply has unrivaled course care
expertise to help bring your property superior results Exclusive LESCO®
golf technologies and products from over 20 top golf brands ensure we
have what you need no matter the project size. SiteOne is the place to
find everything and more to enhance your golfers’ experience.
Paul Rusiloski 401-413-8486
PRusiloski@siteone.com

We offer bentgrass for greens, tees and fairways, short cut
bluegrass and bluegrass blends, and we have fine and tall fescue
and blue/fescue blends.
Please call for details (800) 556-6985

OCEAN ORGANICS

SLATER FARMS
Leading provider of high quality sands for the industrial, commercial
and filtration markets
For a project quote, call us at (401) 766-5010
www.slaternaturalfarms.com

SODCO, INC.
All of your golf course grass needs grown on our 500 acre Green
Certified farm. Fairway and Greens Height Bentgrass, Black Beauty,
Bluegrass, Fine Fescue, Short Cut Black Beauty, Short Cut Bluegrass,
Contract Growing.
Contact: Pat Hogan (401) 569-1105
Alicia Pearson (401) 215-8698
James Studley (401) 743-7616
Slocum, RI (800) 341-6900
www.sodco.net

TOM IRWIN, INC.
Greg Misodoulakis (508) 243-6166
With Tom Irwin, you’re not alone.

TURF ENHANCEMENT ENTERPRISES
Tom Fox (508) 450-9254
Featuring Floratine Products, Analync Soil Testing and Analysis, JRM
tines and bedknives and Greenleaf TurboDrop spray nozzles.

TURF PRODUCTS
Carrying the complete line of TORO equipment. For your TORO
irrigation needs–sprinklers, pipes, fittings, Otterbine aerators and wire
trackers.
Tom Albert (860) 539-3946
for your commercial equipment and irrigation needs
Matt Ponte (508) 277-5135
for your irrigation needs

WINTERBERRY IRRIGATION
Irrigation installation, service and repairs. Pump installation and sales.
Wire tracking, GPS mapping, grounding testing, winterization.
Matt Faherty 860-681-8982
mfaherty@winterberrylandscape.com
www.winterberryirrigation.com
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