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39th Annual Scholarship & Research Tournament

The Scholarship and Research Committee sponsored another successful event with the 39th Annual Scholarship & Research Tournament
held at Pawtucket Country Club on September 27th.
Organizing this event requires dedication and hard work of the committee members and staff early in the year to achieve rewarding
results. Recognition goes out to the entire S&R Committee. We would also like to thank the volunteers that helped out on the day of the
tournament which are Richard Lombardi, Michelle Maltais, Tom Ohlson, Alicia Pearson, Mark Richard, and Gary Sykes. The committee also extends a special thank you to Julie Heston for her assistance, dedication and strong administrative support.
To our annual sponsors, who play a key role in the tournament’s success, the committee extends its gratitude. Please see the full list of
sponsors for this event on the following pages.
Special recognition is also extended to Mike Whitehead, CGCS and the entire team at Pawtucket Country Club. The superb conditions
of the course and the facility along with excellent service provided by the entire staff from start to finish greatly contributed to the day’s
success.
In closing, the unconditional support and efforts of all participants will allow the Scholarship & Research Tournament to remain a key
event representing the RIGCSA’s strong commitment to educational enhancement.
Sincerely,
William Coulter, CGCS, Chairman
Scholarship and Research Committee
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President’s Message
Hello all,
80 degrees on the weekend. 30 this morning. Guess it’s fall. Fitting ending
to a semi-crazy weather year. By the time you read this we will have had
our last meeting of 2022, huge thank you to all that hosted us at their
courses. I would like to ask anyone who has never hosted a meeting or
hasn’t in a long time to give it serious consideration over the winter. It’s
always great to see some new venues or to visit some we haven’t seen in
a while. If you need rain, we have a pretty good track record of bringing
some. See you at the Christmas party!
Sincerely,
John Lombardi
RIGCSA President

THE MATERIAL
MATTERS.
Recreational - Commercial - Specialty

Slater Farms is the leading provider of high quality sands for the industrial,
commercial and filtration markets. We're the element in every day.
www.slaternaturalfarms.com For a project quote, call us at 401-766-5010
Holliston Sand Company is NSF certified

Proudly supplying our community partners

The Chas. C. Hart Seed Co.
Your trusted source since 1892!

More than just seed! We have the products,
resources and expertise to ensure your course
is always healthy and tournament ready.
We are here for you!

Jim Medeiros, CGCS
E: greensman50@aol.com
P: (401)447-0237

P: 800-326-HART

E: turf@hartseed.com
T: @HartsTurfPro

Scholarship & Research Tournament
September 27, 2022 at Pawtucket Country Club

Scholarship & Research Tournament - September 27, 2022 at Pawtucket Country Club

Photo Credit: Michelle Maltais
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Scholarship
& Research
Tournament
Scholarship & Research Tournament
- September
27, 2022 at Pawtucket
Country Club

September 27, 2022 at Pawtucket Country Club

Photo Credit: Michelle Maltais
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Scholarship & Research Tournament

Scholarship & Research
Tournament27,
- September
27, 2022
at PawtucketCountry
Country ClubClub
September
2022 at
Pawtucket

Photo Credit: Michelle Maltais
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RIGCSA 39th Annual

Scholarship & Research Tournament Sponsors
Super Titanium
($1000.00 or up)

BASF
Bayer
FMC
Harrell's
Nufarm
Syngenta
Target Specialty Products
Platinum Plus
($500.00 - $999.00)

Atlantic Golf & Turf
Country Club Enterprises
Helena Agri-Enterprises
Nutrien Solutions
Ocean Organics
Read Custom Soils
Rhode Island Golf Association
Shrewsbury Landscapes
Tom Irwin, Inc.

Golf Balls
Acushnet Company / Titleist

Lunch Sponsor
Turf Products

Flags
SiteOne Landscape Supply
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RIGCSA 39th Annual

Scholarship & Research Tournament Sponsors
Platinum

($300.00 - $499.00)

Allied Nutrients
Chas. Hart Seed Company
Hunter Industries
Robert McNeil, Golf Architecture
Plant Food Company

Tartan Farms LLC
Turf Enhancement Enterprises
Turf Products
Valley Green
Winfield United

Gold

($250.00 - $299.00)

The Cardinals Inc.
Tim Gerrish, RLA
New England Golf Cars
Northeast Nursery
Sodco, Inc.
Sustainable Turf Science
T3-Turf Threat Tracker
Silver

($200.00 - $249.00)

A-OK Turf Equipment
DAF Services
Finch Turf
Hillcrest Turf Services
Michelle Maltais
Noble Turf
North Turf, Inc.
Tuckahoe Turf Farms
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It might take
great skill to
become a
great golfer...

….But, It takes great precision to
maintain a great Golf Course!

�elp f�nd t�rfgra�� re�ear�� �� dona�ng a ro�nd of
golf for 4 to Tee‐Up New England!
8

Go to www.Tee‐upNewEngland.com to download an
appl��a�on toda� or �all 4��‐�4�‐�4��!

Superintendent/Assistant Tournament
October 24, 2022 at Newport Country Club

Superintendent/Assistant Tournament - October 24, 2022 at Newport Country Club

Photo Credit: Michelle Maltais

Photo Credit: Michelle Maltais
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Superintendent/Assistant Tournament
October
24,- October
2022 at
Country
Superintendent/Assistant Tournament
24,Newport
2022 at Newport
CountryClub
Club

Photo Credit: Michelle Maltais
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2022 MET Area Team Championships
The Long Island GCSA wins 2022 Met Area Team Championship at Lehigh Country Club
For the first time since the MET Area Team Championship was
expanded to 15 different associations 19 years ago, the team from
Long Island wins The MET Area Team Championship! John
Chassard hosted this year’s event at the famed William Flynn
Lehigh Country Club in Allentown, PA.
John was a great host this year, having to deal with our largest field
of 136 players and all 15 chapters that made the trek to eastern
Pennsylvania, along with some untimely rain during the middle
of the round that dumped over an inch in a short amount of
time. Unfortunately, by the time the rain stopped, and the course
became playable again, we ran out of daylight to finish the 18-hole
championship, so we had to cut this year’s event to a 9-hole shoot
out!
No matter! John had Lehigh in tremendous condition with greens
smooth and fast and fairways pure and tight! Perennial competitors
are familiar with the MET Team Championship’s challenging, yet
fair setups and Lehigh was no different! William Flynn created a
gem in the rolling hills of Lehigh Valley with dramatic topography
and changes in elevation, with great green complexes that demand
good shots!
John Chassard has been at Lehigh for 39 years now and over the
recent years has done a ton of tree work and also did a bunker
restoration and some approach expansions with Ron Forse Design.
Flynn designed some great par 4’s at Lehigh allowing players to use
every club in the bag and challenge all types of angles off the tees.
The par 3’s at Lehigh can make or break your round and it seems
like they were the deciding factor this year, with 4 holes of varying
lengths and shot selections!

newly combined team GCSA of New York at +3. Defending team
Philadelphia edged out Connecticut in the tiebreaker at +4.
With the rain-shortened event, we decided to raffle off the skill
prizes, because half the field had not played all the holes. After
hearing the tragic news of Chris Strehl’s untimely passing of his
son Jack, it was unanimously decided to pass along all skins money
and 50/50 money to Chris’s family to support them in this time
of need. Please keep Chris and his family in your thoughts and
prayers during this difficult time.
Once again, the Met Area Team Championship is generously supported by our 7 major sponsors who continue to step up to make
this one of the best events across the country! Please join me in
thanking Allied Nutrients, BASF, Bayer, Ocean Organics, Plant
Food, Syngenta and Toro as they continue to support this fantastic
event.
Thanks again to all our sponsors, John Chassard and his entire
staff, and all the folks at Lehigh CC for another successful championship! A special thank you to our local GCSAA representative
Kevin Doyle and Kristen Liebsch from the Philly Association
for help with registration and our resident photographer Shaun
Barry for the great photos that can be found at https://flic.kr/s/
aHBqjAbPss . We look forward to seeing everyone next year, so
stay tuned for announcements over the winter!
Note: Please save the date for the Nor’easter Ski Day at
Killington Mountain on March 2nd, 2023!!
Housing information soon to follow.

The rain shortened event did not dampen spirits of anyone playing
in this year’s tournament and all are asking when we can go back
and compete on the rest of the course! It’s in the works my friends!
Long Island was the only team that had all 4 teams shoot even
par or better! Led by one of the low net scores of the day, Ken
Lochridge and Daniel Wolf shot -2, followed by the second lowest
gross team of the day at -1, Shamus O’Connor and Tom Weinert.
Rounding out the team, both with even par scores were Shawn
O’Sullivan and Luke Knutson on the gross side and Jon Semmig
and Graig Patti on the net side.
Coming in 2nd place was the Pocono Turfgrass Team with the
day’s best gross score of -2 by Brad Helcoski and Jim Lanza and the
best net score of -3 from Les Lear and Duane Schell. Teammates
John Polak and Ron Garrison also had a red number on the net
side at -1 with Steve Dosialk and Tom Height rounding off the
gross side of the team. Just one shot back in third place at +1 was
the team from Hudson Valley and rounding out the top 4 was the
September / October 2022
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2022 MET Area Team Championships
Lehigh Country Club
October 17th, 2022
Rain Shortened Event – 9 hole scores (Ties broken by lowest gross scores ( ), then net)
Long Island GCSA
-3
Pocono Turfgrass Association
E
Hudson Valley GCSA
+1
GCSA of New York
+3
Philadelphia AGCS (+1 low gross)
+4
Connecticut AGCS (+2 low gross)
+4
GCSA of Cape Cod (+3 low gross)
+7
GCSA of New Jersey (+4 low gross)
+7
Eastern Shore AGCS
+9
METGCSA
+11
Mid-Atlantic AGCS (+2 low gross)
+16
Central Penn GCSA (+3 low gross)
+16
Rhode Island GCSA (+5 low gross)
+16
Northeastern GCSA
+19
GCSA of New England
+27

Team Scores
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th
7th
8th
9th
10th
11th
12th
13th
14th
15th
Skill Events
Due to Rain – all skill prizes were raffled off and skins monies were donated to Chris Strehl family
Sponsorship Team Winner
Matt Rogers & Kevin Monaco from Toro Group Score of Even Par
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New England Regional Turfgrass Show Prep 2023
with so much involved it is much tougher. The title of irrigation
technician on southwest golf courses was common but now even in
New England individuals are specialized to be at the ready. These
individuals need training and support.

Even before the floors were swept at the 2022 New England
Regional Turfgrass Conference and Show, thoughts, notes and
ideas are already projecting forward to what we can do in 2023 to
improve the show. Which speakers should we approach? Which
companies were missing and should have been there? What topics
will be of interest and needed in 2023? What were any gaffs that
we need to correct? How do we avoid lines on Wednesday morning? A lot goes through your mind after our event, and it includes
thoughts like: how can we put it all together for next year but do
it better? In 2023 our basic footprint will remain the same for
March 7-9, 2023. It is planned that we will host (12) 2 & 4 hr.
seminars on Tuesday, March 7 with many great topics and instructors. Booth sales have begun, the trade show remains strong and
will be open on Wednesday and Thursday for 12 hours over the 2
days. Education for 2023 is locked in with the help of several in
the industry, education will be high quality and applicable. Similar
tracts are scheduled each day like we did in 2022 with speakers
from across the country and with some locals too. It is all gearing
up to be another great show and educational experience for everyone who attends and exhibits!
To be a successful turfgrass manager in 2023 your personal
education is fundamental and it needs to be a continuing process
throughout your career. Having a good broad education base in
our business is a real starter, but like so many other industries, if
you are not progressing then you are falling behind. The problem
is that not only is the turf industry getting more complicated, but it
is also that the industry is getting more specialized. Think about
what is contained on many of today’s golf courses. Under the
ground we have an expensive sophisticated irrigation system that
has more heads than a lettuce farm being powered by engineered
pumps controlled by delicate computer equipment. Systems costing as much as 2 million dollars have been installed giving superintendents pinpoint control of all artificial precipitation. Wires are
buried all over the property electronically controlling each head
and the pumphouse to boot. Most systems now have handheld
control that you can even program at your kitchen table. Now this
sounds all well and good until you take a lightning strike the week
before your member-guest. You may need a technician trained
by dig-safe who knows where all the wires and pipes are buried
and who can chase the electrical failure(s) and replace any burned
valves and controllers or other damage. Superintendents were usually expected to be able handle controller failure and repairs, but

How about turf equipment repairs? Forty years ago, many
superintendents did all the equipment repair work plus sharpen
and service their mower units. It was mostly tractors and gang
mowers for roughs and fairways, a tee mower, something to mow
banks with, and of course a greens mower or two. Other equipment might include a trap rake, aerifier, top-dresser, sprayer, a few
utility carts, and a trim mower. Nothing too complicated, but
each piece was essential. Today, courses are expected to be freshly
cut and trimmed before the early groups hit the fairways. Now,
not only do most courses have multiple fairway units, rough units,
green and tee units, and several carts and complicated trucksters,
but look closer and this new stuff may include a fleet filled with
on board computers, some are considered hybrids equipped with
wiring galore, bunches of electric values and relays to deal with.
Equipment costs have more than tripled in the last forty years
with equipment that is more complicated than an Apollo Space
Capsule. Diagnosing and repairing some of the onboard problems takes trained knowledgeable individuals. Jimmy-rigging is
no longer an allowable artform especially with liability issues. To
keep up, the equipment techs need education and instruction
so not to make a new problem even larger by probing sensitive
components incorrectly. I remember the day of having to drag a
sophisticated fairway unit off the middle of one of our fairways
and onto a trailer not because the engine died, or the hydraulics
leaked, or the transmission jammed, but only because the onboard
computer had somehow shorted?! I don’t believe we need computers to cut grass, but the market allows for it, and so the equipment
technicians will, without a doubt, need to be ready for it when “it”
happens! Whatever it is? Therefore, training and education will
be needed for your personnel and should be looked at as an investment for your facility. This March we will enjoy having Jim Nedin
in our Equipment Tech’s session making two presentations. Jim
has worked in the industry for more than 50 years and has seen it
all and has taught even more. We have been trying to get Jim for
years, and we are glad to have him finally here in Providence in
2023. Our industry needs more opportunities for equipment techs,
with the quality of speakers the New England Conference has, it
truly will be a must attend event.
So, this brings me back to our show and 2023 show prep. I have
learned it is better to embrace technology rather than ignore it.
Not that I always want the newest toys, it’s more about being as
efficient as anyone else out there. In our program this year we have
tried to tie many presentations into the theme of “Technology and
Turf”. There will be presentations focused on new technology
available in the industry, artificial turf, and sprayers technology,
electrical troubleshooting, and of course new agricultural products
with the idea that by keeping up with technology, you will keep
September / October 2022
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up with the demands of your position. Our annual show was
formed not just to make money for turfgrass research, but to also
educate members of the turfgrass industry so that you might have
a leg up on the competition and be favored in the eyes of those that
gave you the position to begin with. These are some of the great
reasons to attend the New England Regional Turfgrass Conference
and Show in Providence on March 7-9, 2023! Our postcard is on
the way, and our brochure will be sure to follow soon after. Our
online registration will begin Monday, December 19. Remember
we are a Turfgrass Conference and Show, we have education centered on Golf, Sports and Grounds, Lawn Care and Landscapes
and Turfgrass Equipment Technicians too! So, come to the 26th
Annual New England Regional Turfgrass Conference and Show,
bring your Crew and be prepared to learn a few things!
Gary Sykes, Executive Director
New England Regional Turfgrass Foundation, Inc.

New England’s Finest Sod

PO Box 2 | 264 Exeter Rd
Slocum, RI 02877
(p) 800-341-6900 | (f) 401-295-0144

Spectacull Shhtcuts. Fantastic Fine Fescues. Beautiful Benttass. Only at SODCO!

Our shortcut grasses are grown with Fine fescue has a finer leaf balde that
is more shade tolerant and requires
a blend of dwarf grasses allowing
less water and fetilizer compared
for a low cut height, which makes this
to a standard bluegrass blend.
sod perfect for tee boxes, fairways,
and collars/approaches.

Additionally, SODCO offers contract growing opportunities with
all of our varieties to meet any specific needs you may have!
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Kevin’s GCSAA Corner By Kevin Doyle, GCSAA Northeast Field Rep.
With thermometer readings
sliding off summer highs and
into fall lows, calendars will
also change from meeting and
event golf season to indoor
education season. Chapter
education, vendor events,
regional conferences, and of
course GCSAA Conference
and Show in Orlando are being
announced and updated almost
daily now. As a quick add:
Don’t miss the NEW interactive facility Learning Tours in
Orlando where hands-on activities will be highlighted! This year’s
conference offers more opportunities for staff including assistant
superintendents, equipment managers and staff members. With
our often-understaffed teams, it’s critical to arm everyone with the
education needed to maximize their skills.

There is little doubt that education can be costly, and travel
hasn’t gotten any cheaper either. Have you had the opportunity
to discuss the value continued education brings to your facility? If
any member of your staff can keep one issue or pest problem from
becoming more costly to correct, is that a value? With the supply
chain struggling to provide timely parts deliveries (if at all), would
a more highly trained and connected EM be in a better situation to
develop a fix and get equipment back on the course?

GCSAA, along with so many other education providers, learned
how to deliver online education during the pandemic. The online
2021 conference and show was the first opportunity your association took to target education for maintenance team members outside of superintendents and assistants. The resulting feedback was
excellent! The ease of use regarding the online platform and level
appropriate information were noted by many members. The more
eyes that are trained to alert of potential issues, the better.

Kevin Doyle
GCSAA Field Staff
kdoyle@gcsaa.org
Follow me on Twitter @GCSAA_NE

Equipment manager (EM) education and resources continue
to grow. More local associations are building education days
specifically for member EMs. Add in the long-time running,
full-day agenda offered at the New England Regional Turfgrass
Show in Providence, and there are several resources available in
the Northeast Region. Education at the GCSAA Conference
and Trade Show continues to be robust and growing, including
EM specific receptions developed for connecting EM peers and
growing their network. With the GCSAA Equipment Manager
Certificate Program and now EM Certification opportunities, the
ability to educate, develop, and recognize this critical part of the
golf maintenance leadership team is growing in importance and
easier than ever to accomplish.
Educating assistant superintendents seems to always have been an
integral part of building a successful team. Local and regional resources are widely known and utilized. As a reminder, the GCSAA
Assistant Superintendent Certificate Series is a targeted learning
opportunity developed by assistants for assistants to offer these
up-and-coming professionals the chance to differentiate themselves
among their peers. Agronomy, business, leadership and communication, and environmental stewardship education will assist in
building the skills needed for success in the future.

Finding and keeping talented staff is an industry-wide concern.
The ability to offer education to your staff at every level can only
help in developing your team and benefit your facility. It might
take time, funding, and lots of communication with decision
makers at your facility to make this important investment in your
people. If your staff is valued as the asset they deserve to be, educational opportunities will bring both tangible returns to the club
and your team. A true win-win situation.
Again, if I can be of any assistance, please feel free to contact me.

I R R I GATI ON

Serving the Golf Industry for 30 Years
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Installation of new irrigation systems
Refurbishment and extensions of existing systems
Winterization of irrigation systems and compressor rentals
Irrigation service and repairs
Wire tracking and wire installation
GNSS Mapping System paired with AutoCAD Software
that will allow the creation of accurate As-Built
Installation and refurbishment of central controls
Grounding testing and installation
Pump Sales
Drainage
Golf Irrigation Evaluations
Chris Daigle | Matt Faherty

1-800-722-7348

www.winterberryirrigation.com
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2022 Chapter Delegates Meeting
Thank you to Rick Lawlor for representing the RIGCSA at the recent GCSAA Chapter Delegates meeting. Please reach out to Rick
Lawlor or Kevin Doyle if you have any questions.
by Steve Randall | Oct 31, 2022
Delegates from GCSAA chapters met in person at GCSAA
Headquarters and the Hilton Kansas City Airport
Delegates from the Golf Course Superintendents Association of
America (GCSAA) met in person during a two-day event on Oct.
25-26, 2022 at GCSAA Headquarters in Lawrence, Kan., as well as
the KCI Airport Hilton Hotel.
The meeting brings delegates together from GCSAA’s 97 chapters
to discuss initiatives, provide insight on moving the association
forward and to begin discussions on electing board members and
officers at the February 2023 annual meeting.
First-day highlights included updates and information from CEO
Rhett Evans on “leading out together.” Delegates were asked to
encourage participation and engagement from their staff and colleagues. A government affairs update was provided, recognizing
GCSAA members and their efforts across the country. Delegates
also received an update on the Conference and Trade Show. The
2023 show in Orlando will be an interactive experience, with facility learning tours, an interactive grass stage and a new Send Off
Celebration to conclude activities Thursday.
Delegates met at headquarters in Lawrence on day two. Discussion
included various department leader updates, including information
from the GCSAA Foundation and progress with the implementation of facility Best Management Practices.
A report on the new chapter affiliation agreement was discussed.
Chapters have been asked to add an equipment manager membership classification. Adding this category at the local level allows
promotion at all levels and reflects opportunities for professional
development among the members.
Delegates also heard about the importance of branding, using the
GCSAA-affiliated chapter logo to connect the industry and working together.
A bylaws change to GCSAA’s Benevolence Fund was also discussed. This change will update the bylaws to align with current
management practices within the fund.
A member dues discussion also took place. GCSAA follows a dues
adjustment process created in 2006 from input and approval from
chapter delegates. With the recent rise of inflation, delegates were
asked to consider a dues adjustment for 2023, following an adjustment in 2022. Normally, the adjustment is considered every two
years. The process is tied to the Consumer Price Index (CPI) and
equates to smaller and more frequent adjustments in dues rather
16

than infrequent, but larger adjustments. This year’s proposal is the
following:
•

7.9% adjustment in CPI in 2022

•

$35 adjustment for A and B ($465) and $20 adjustment for C
($240)

•

Approval rates for dues adjustments using this process has
ranged from 87% - 96%

The GCSAA Board of Directors will consider delegate feedback
as they discuss the proposal. Delegates are encouraged to communicate the proposed dues adjustment with their membership and
provide chapter feedback to GCSAA.
The delegates offered their thoughts on a variety of industry issues
during breakout sessions. Questions on labor, professional development and best management practices were of focus.
Wednesday’s town hall session allowed delegates the chance to ask
questions of the GCSAA Board. The interactive session focused on
processes with the annual meeting and allowed further discussion
on items discussed during the two-day event.
Candidate breakout sessions concluded activities. The delegates
were awarded ample time to interact and ask questions of the candidates. Those running for the GCSAA Board in 2023 are:
•

For President – Kevin P. Breen, CGCS

•

For Vice President – Jeff L. White, CGCS

•

For Secretary/Treasurer – T.A. Barker, CGCS; Paul L. Carter,
CGCS

•

For Director (electing three) – H. Scott Griffith, CGCS;
Steven J. Hammon; Ryan S. Kraushofer, CGCS; Christopher
A. Reverie; Jennifer L. Torres; Michael L. Upchurch; Richard
A. Wit, CGCS

There are three two-year director positions available. Barker and
Carter are both at the end of their two-year term. Whoever is
not elected Secretary/Treasurer will need to run off the floor for
Director.
With former vice-president Kevin Sunderman, CGCS, leaving vice
president post and superintendent position to become GCSAA’s
chief operating officer, Breen will seek a 2nd term as president.
Continued on page 17

Delegates were also asked to discuss a possible bylaws change
allowing immediate past president Mark F. Jordan, CGCS, to
continue in that position for a second year.
GCSAA’s Annual Meeting will take place Thursday, Feb. 9, 2023,
from 9-11 a.m. at the Orlando Convention Center.
Source: GCSAA This Week, November 1, 2022

Bayer Environmental Science
Building on an already solid foundation of
proven products to help you succeed.

Brian Giblin
(508) 439-9809
Brian.Giblin@bayer.com
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RIGCSA Member News
Welcome New Members

Save the Date…

Ethan Fullerton
Student, Wanumetonomy Golf & Country Club

RIGCSA Holiday Open House

Matthew Chouinard
Superintendent, Sakonnet Golf Club

Announcements
Our condolences are extended to the Szczsponik family on
the passing of RIGCSA retired member Henry Szczsponik on
September 5, 2022. Henry had been living in North Carolina.
Reminder that RIGCSA Scholarship applications are due by
December 1st. For more information, please visit https://www.
rigcsa.org/Scholarships or contact Julie Heston.
On November 4th, 2022, WinField United Pro was
successfully acquired by Heritage Landscape Supply.
As of November 7th, we are now Heritage Professional
Products Group or Heritage PPG. While our name has
changed our people, service, and solutions have not.
Please update e-mail information for
Mike Pajolek: michael.pajolek@heritageppg.com;
Tim Hanrahan: timothy.hanrahan@heritageppg.com
If you would like to have your course photo displayed on the
website, please email the photo to Julie Heston at jheston@
verizon.net It will appear in a rotating slideshow on the home
page of the website.
If your club or company has received an award or distinction,
please send a brief description to Julie Heston jheston@
verizon.net or Michelle Maltais nonquitt687@cox.net
and will list in the Member News section of the Surf ‘n’ Turf
newsletter.

2023 Slate of Officers
As proposed by the RIGCSA Nominating Committee
President: Matthew Emond
Vice President/Secretary: Michelle Maltais
Treasurer: Patrick Meehan
Past President: John Lombardi
Director: Thomas Hoffer
Director: Daniel McDermott
Director: Shaun Marcellus
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Wednesday, December 7th from 4:00 pm – 6:00 pm
Smugglers Waterfront Bar in Newport

Tournament Results:
September 12, 2022
North Kingstown Golf Course
Individual Championship and New England
Superintendents Championship Qualifier
Superintendent Low Net – Adam Stewart 71
Superintendent Low Gross – Tyler Hemingway 70
Affliate Low Net – Chris Bengtson 74
Affliate Low Gross – Gary Sykes 74
1st Net – Adam Stewart 71
2nd Net – Joe Felicetti 72
3rd Net – Richard Lombardi 72
4th Net – Tom Hoffer 74
1st Gross – Tyler Hemingway 70
2nd Gross – Gary Sykes 74
3rd Gross – Garrett Whitney 76
Closest to the pin #10 – Matt Chouinard
Closest to the pin #18 – Garrett Whitney

October 24, 2022
Newport Country Club - Host – Chris Coen
Superintendent/Assistant Tournament
with Other Division
Superintendent/Assistant Division
1st Gross – Matt Emond and John Ferguson
2nd Gross – Shaun Marcellus and Tyler Hemingway
1st Net – James Rustad and Corey Plante
2nd Net – Jeffrey Tibbetts and Matthew Levesque
3rd Net – Jeff Lefebvre and Mike Heman

Affiliate/Other Division
1st Gross – Robert McNeil and Trey Jensen
2nd Gross – Matt Lapinski and Jamie Hunt
1st Net – John Lombardi and Gary Sykes
2nd Net – Ben Petersen and Harris Schnare
3rd Net – Tate Asselin and Alan Vadala

Member News (continued)

GCSAA MEETS WITH AGENCY
OFFICIALS TO DISCUSS WOTUS
By Bob Helland

Photo Credit: Matt Emond

This month provided two opportunities for the golf industry to
respond to the latest attempt by federal agencies to define Waters of
the United States (WOTUS) under the Clean Water Act. The first
was a joint meeting with federal regulators that was initiated by the
Waters Advocacy Coalition, of which GCSAA has been a longtime member. Bob Helland, GCSAA director of congressional and
federal affairs, joined other representatives from impacted sectors
of the economy, including agriculture, housing and transportation, to argue against a WOTUS replacement rule proposed by the
Environmental Protection Agency and the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers. The second opportunity was a smaller meeting where
Helland spoke directly to agency representatives in opposition to
the proposed rule. In this meeting, he was joined by Mark Johnson,
GCSAA director of environmental programs.

Thank you to all that attended the Sunset Sail in Newport on
September 14th.

OUR PASSION IS

YOUR SUCCESS

In both meetings, Helland made the argument that the proposed
rule would hurt golf’s operations by creating considerable confusion about what water features on their land are subject to federal
jurisdiction. The stakes remain high; if a water feature such as
a ditch or wetland is in fact a WOTUS, then a federal permit is
required for such things as the application of pesticides. It’s important to golf that federal officials get it right. Helland also argued
that any effort to redefine WOTUS was premature. The Supreme
Court just heard oral arguments in Sackett v. EPA, where the
plaintiffs argued that the wetland adjacent to their property should
not be defined as a WOTUS. A decision in that case is expected in
the spring and could force the EPA and the Army Corps to go back
to the drawing board.
Johnson made the point that the “significant nexus” test that the
EPA and the Army Corps are considering to determine WOTUS
continues to pose problems for golf. The EPA and Army Corps
want to reinstate this test – part of the 2015 Clean Water Rule –
despite it not being supported under law and, in fact, was replaced
by the 2020 Navigable Waters Protection Rule. Johnson argued
that this step backward would set the stage for confusion over
federal regulation of water as well as the inclusion of features not
normally considered to be WOTUS, such as isolated waters and
other drainages.

With Tom Irwin, you’re not alone.

Golf course superintendents are professionals who utilize agronomic and environmental best management practices to focus on protecting the environment, including water quality by reducing the
movement of sediment, nutrients and pesticides to water. GCSAA
will continue to hammer the need for cooperation with stakeholders, such as the golf industry, and to not take a “one-size-fits-all”
approach to the regulation of waters. Golf’s voice will continue to
be heard.

Greg Misodoulakis | 508-243-6166 | greg@tomirwin.com

Bob Helland is GCSAA’s Director of Congressional and Federal Affairs
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2 0 2 2 Disney on Ice

Disney on Ice Group Offer
Available Shows:

★Dec 28, 2022 • 6:00 PM
★Dec 29, 2022 • 12:00 PM

★Dec 30, 2022 • 12:00 PM
★Jan 1, 2023 • 4:00 PM

OFFER DETAILS:

Discounted Tickets starting at $19

All Employees, Family Members, and Friends must purchase a ticket to attend the event. To sit
together as a group make sure to select the same seating section and enter your group’s name at
checkout! Purchase your tickets through the link below!
Discounted ticket price reﬂects price before fees

PURCHASE ONLINE NOW AT:

fevo.me/doiprov

INSTRUCTIONS: Please go directly to the link listed above to purchase your tickets. Once purchased you will receive an
email in regards to how to access your mobile tickets through your mobile device. If you have any questions or concerns
please call Anthony Pontrelli at 401-680-4713 or email him at pontrelli@pseagency.com!

Deadline to order tickets is December 12th!
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A-OK TURF EQUIPMENT

COUNTRY CLUB ENTERPRISES, LLC

Wiedenmann, Lastec, Graden, Agrimetal, Baroness, Salsco, Sweep N Fill,
Turf Pride, Stec, Pronovst, Lely, Maredo, Classen, and Used Equipment.
www.aokturf.com (401) 826-2584

See how Club Car can help you maintain your course with vehicles and
technology built for the job.
Keith Tortorella (508) 982-4820
ktortorella@ccegolfcars.com
www.CCEGOLFCARS.com

ALLENS SEED
Celebrating over 60 years of servicing Golf Course Superintendents
with products for managing quality turfgrass. When you need fertilizer,
control products, premium grass seed, equipment repair and parts.
For more information, call
Al LaPrise, Erik or Paul Hagenstein
(401) 294-2722
(800) 527-3898

ATLANTIC GOLF & TURF
Specializing in agronomy through the distribution of fertilizer,
seed and chemicals throughout New England.
Dan Tower (781) 540-4348
www.AtlanticGolfandTurf.com

BASF
We create chemistry.
Pete Jacobson
Sr. Sales Specialist II: New England, Upstate NY
Mobile: 919-530-9062
Email: peter.jacobson@basf.com

BAYER ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE
Building on an already solid foundation of proven products
to help you succeed
Brian Giblin (508) 439-9809
Brian.Giblin@bayer.com
Backed by Bayer

THE CARDINALS, INC.
John Callahan, Scott Gabrielson (800) 861-6256
Complete distributor of golf course accessories; seed, fertilizer,
chemicals, wetting agents, safety supplies and other turf related
specialty products.

THE CHAS. C. HART SEED CO.
Your trusted source since 1892!
More than just seed! We have the products,
resources and expertise to ensure your course is always healthy and
tournament ready.
We are here for you!
Jim Medeiros, CGCS (401) 447-0237
greensman50@aol.com

FINCH TURF / JOHN DEERE GOLF
Offering our customers the most complete line of products,
service and expertise in the industry.
Visit our website at www.finchturf.com
Bill Rockwell (508) 360-1778

GARDNER + GERRISH, LLC
Golf Course Design
Offering almost 20 years of golf course design experience including;
feature renovation, tree analysis, cart path layout, master planning,
construction observation, planting design and landscape architecture.
Contact RIGCSA member
Tim Gerrish, RLA at (401) 263-3784
tim@gardner-gerrish.com

HARRELL’S
Service–Knowledge–Experience
The superintendents source for high-tech turf care products,
contact Michael Kroian at (401) 397-5500

HUNTER INDUSTRIES
Hunter manufactures comprehensive golf irrigation solutions designed
to simplify irrigation. From our Pilot Command Center irrigation
management software to the most reliable total top serviceable rotors
in the industry to rotary nozzles for bunkers or landscape lighting for
the clubhouse, Hunter has a solution for every golf course.
More info: https://www.hunterindustries.com/golf
Dave Antunes 401.644.2777
david.antunes@hunterindustries.com

NEW ENGLAND GOLF CARS
Sales, Service, Rentals
Yamaha Golf Cars / Yamaha Utility Cars
Scott Cookson, Jon Cookson, Mark Cunningham
(508) 336-4285
Fax: (508) 336-4762
www.NewEnglandGolfCars.com

September / October 2022

21

RIGSCA 2022 Newsletter Sponsors
NOBLE TURF

SYNGENTA

Distributor of the highest quality turf products that include BASF,
UTA Armor Tech, PBI Gordon, Nufarm, Macrosorb Technologies, SMS
Additives, Landmark Seed, The Andersons, Nutrite, Nature Safe, Bulldog
Solubles and Evergreen Turf Covers.
Matt Lapinski 978-551-0093
mtmlapinski@gmail.com
www.nobleturf.com

Melissa Hyner Gugliotti (860) 221-5712
Email: Melissa.gugliotti@syngenta.com
www.greentrustonline.com

TARGET SPECIALTY PRODUCTS

Kevin Collins- NE & Mid Atlantic TM
828 Center Meadow Lane
Danbury, CT 06810
Mobile: (914) 621-1151
Email: kevin@oceanorganics.com

Fertilizer, Seed Chemicals
Chris Bengtson (401) 443-0001
chris.bengtson@target-specialty.com
Jim Pritchard (401) 862-1098
jimpritchard32@gmail.com
Mike Santos (401) 525-6782
mike.santos@target-specialty.com
Tom Pritchard (401) 578-5529
tbpritchard5@gmail.com

READ CUSTOM SOILS

TARTAN FARMS, LLC

Providing multiple varieties of topdressing sand, bunker sand, rootzone
mixes, divot mixes, colored sand, and our newest product, Kiln Dried
Topdressing Sand, all meeting USGA specifications. Plus cart path
mixes, stabilized stonedust, natural round stone, crushed stone, mulch,
and soils All products can be delivered throughout New England six
days a week via trailer, triaxle, or flatbed.
Mark Pendergast 617-686-5590
Garrett Whitney 617-697-4247
Ed Downing 508-440-1833
READCUSTOMSOILS.COM

Supplying sod and sod installation for golf course since 1987.
David Wallace (401) 641-0306
571 Waites Corner Road
West Kingston, RI 02892

SiteOne Landscape Supply

TUCKAHOE TURF FARMS, INC.

The Golf Team at SiteOne® Landscape Supply has unrivaled course care
expertise to help bring your property superior results Exclusive LESCO®
golf technologies and products from over 20 top golf brands ensure we
have what you need no matter the project size. SiteOne is the place to
find everything and more to enhance your golfers’ experience.
Paul Rusiloski 401-413-8486
PRusiloski@siteone.com

We offer bentgrass for greens, tees and fairways, short cut
bluegrass and bluegrass blends, and we have fine and tall fescue
and blue/fescue blends.
Please call for details (800) 556-6985

OCEAN ORGANICS

SLATER FARMS
Leading provider of high quality sands for the industrial, commercial
and filtration markets
For a project quote, call us at (401) 766-5010
www.slaternaturalfarms.com

SODCO, INC.
All of your golf course grass needs grown on our 500 acre Green
Certified farm. Fairway and Greens Height Bentgrass, Black Beauty,
Bluegrass, Fine Fescue, Short Cut Black Beauty, Short Cut Bluegrass,
Contract Growing.
Contact: Alicia Pearson (401) 215-8698
James Studley (401) 743-7616
Slocum, RI (800) 341-6900
www.sodco.net
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TOM IRWIN, INC.
Greg Misodoulakis (508) 243-6166
With Tom Irwin, you’re not alone.

TURF ENHANCEMENT ENTERPRISES
Tom Fox (508) 450-9254
Featuring Floratine Products, Analync Soil Testing and Analysis, JRM
tines and bedknives and Greenleaf TurboDrop spray nozzles.

TURF PRODUCTS
Carrying the complete line of TORO equipment. For your TORO
irrigation needs–sprinklers, pipes, fittings, Otterbine aerators and wire
trackers.
Tom Albert (860) 539-3946
for your commercial equipment and irrigation needs
Matt Ponte (508) 277-5135
for your irrigation needs

WINTERBERRY IRRIGATION
Irrigation installation, service and repairs. Pump installation and sales.
Wire tracking, GPS mapping, grounding testing, winterization.
Matt Faherty 860-681-8982
mfaherty@winterberrylandscape.com
www.winterberryirrigation.com

