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From the Grill: We posed this question to our membership and here are the responses.
What is your favorite holiday movie that you like to watch during the winter season?

“A Christmas Story”

“There’s only 1. It’s a Wonderful Life!!!”

“It’s a toss-up between It’s a Wonderful Life and Home
Alone.”

“National Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation is always
watched once or twice each year during the holiday season.”

“Not a contest–It’s a Wonderful Life period. One of the best
movies ever made. It stands the test of time.”

“It’s a Wonderful Life” or any of the many “A Christmas
Carol” movies…my favorite was Mr. McGoo”

Michelle Maltais

Greg Misodoulakis

Jerry Noons

Matt Crowther, CGCS

Tom Hoffer

Gary Sykes

“Home alone gets me in the Christmas spirit. So many good “Without a doubt…Miracle on 34th Street (the original
lines that make you laugh during a stressful time of year.”
of course)! Always a family night must see....and this year,
Jim Santoro
Mrs Field Staff and I had to have the “other” talk with our
youngest daughter. What better way to reinforce the need to
“Christmas Vacation”
“ believe”!!!!”
Jamie Codega

Kevin Doyle

“It’s a Wonderful Life…Christmas Vacation… Elf ”

“Christmas Vacation”

“This movie holds lots of wonderful memories.......WHITE
CHRISTMAS starring Bing Crosby”

“Jingle All The Way with Aaahnold!!”

Jim Ritorto

Joan Fandetti

John Callahan

John Carlone, CGCS

Save the date
for

RIGCSA Winter Gala
Saturday, February 18, 2017
The Providence Biltmore Hotel

More details to come.
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RIGCSA

President’s Message

A

Board of
Directors

s I sit to write my last President’s message and wrap
up my term as RIGCSA President, I’m reminded of
just how quickly time passes. Tom Ohlson asked me
many years ago if I would consider serving on the Board and
my quick answer was “sure, as long as I never have to speak
in front of the group!” I always was the guy who could barely
introduce myself at roll call and certainly felt I could never
overcome those fears. As I moved through each chair on the
Board my confidence grew and my passion for this association
and everything we represent did as well.

President
William Coulter, CGCS
Swansea Country Club
(508) 379-9741
Vice President
Andrew Cummins
Agawam Hunt
(401) 434-0980
Treasurer
Dean Chase
Carnegie Abbey Club
(401) 683-5148
Secretary
Christopher Coen
Newport Country Club
401-847-5903
Director
Patrick Hogan
SODCO
(800) 341-6900
Director
James Ritorto
Lake of Isles
(860) 312-2092
Past President
Michael Whitehead, CGCS
Pawtucket Country Club
(508) 761-7657

I’m very thankful for the many past presidents who have
guided me along the way. Mike Whitehead taught me well
and inspired me along the way. You will be missed Mike.
Paul Jamrog once told me that Board service makes you a better superintendent by teaching you how to handle yourself professionally in meetings
and in larger groups and I believe that’s very true. My message to any of you sitting
along the sidelines and wondering if you should get involved is very simple, just do it.
I’ve gained so much from this personally and professionally and I’m positive many of
you would as well.
Thanks to John and Richard Lombardi for their hospitality at the November meeting. We had a great lunch and a good time at Midville. Unfortunately we weren’t able
to play golf and I hope we can reschedule that again someday. Thanks also to Dean
Chase for welcoming us back to Carnegie Abbey for the December meeting. It’s
the perfect site for a winter get together. Ann Battersby of the Rhode Island DEM
explained the green golf certification program and it was our privilege to have her
attend a meeting. The RIGCSA’s participation in this program will help to strengthen
our position as environmental leaders in the industry.
It has been a pleasure to serve as President and I am grateful to each of my fellow
Board members for their hard work and dedication. The RIGCSA will be in good
hands with Drew Cummins at the helm. I know he will lead us well and continue to
showcase our profession and our standing in the golf community. I hope to see you
all on January 19th at Kirkbrae Country Club for our annual meeting and scholarship
presentations.
Sincerely,
Bill Coulter, CGCS
RIGCSA President

Newsletter Editor
Michelle Maltais
Atlantic Golf and Turf
(401) 835-0287
Chapter Executive
Julie Heston
phone: (401) 934-7660
fax: (401) 934-9901
jheston@verizon.net
www.rigcsa.org

Bayer Environmental Science
Building on an already solid foundation of
proven products to help you succeed.

Brian Giblin
(508) 439-9809

Brian.Giblin@bayer.com
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Midville Golf Club

Photo Credit – Michelle Maltais
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October 24, 2016 Newport Country Club

Photo Credit – Michelle Maltais
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Superintendent/Assistant Tournament with Affiliate/Other Division

Photo Credit – Michelle Maltais
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Kevin’s GCSAA Corner

By Kevin Doyle, GCSAA Northeast Field Rep.
As fall gives way to winter,
and the New Year is ushered
in, the golf season gives way
to education season. This is a
time of year when folks find
the time to get off property
and join colleagues at meetings
and events across the region.
These agendas are truly valuable for maintaining pesticide
licenses, and building our
knowledge of many other subjects. It is also a key opportunity to network. I was recently
asked during a student group
presentation “how do you
network?”
Before I made comments pointing out common sentiments
linking the Millennial generation and lack of face-to-face communication, I forced myself to think about the question. It’s hard
to sell students that you need to approach people you don’t know,
introduce yourself, and begin a conversation. What did resonate
was the meeting-after-the-meeting concept.
How many times have you attended a meeting, concluded
business, only to engage in conversations upon completion that
seem to have more meaning and lead to more accomplishments
than the meeting itself! Why does this happen? Conversational
interactions with like-minded peers can often break down barriers that strict guidelines can suppress. That is what I used
to explain networking to the students. While engaging total
strangers can be difficult, having a common interest can make a
conversation easier to start, and who is more motivated to learn
than students.
When we attend chapter meetings or educational events, it is
a location full of golf-centric colleagues looking to gain knowledge and perspective, and often a simple question or comment
can lead to meaningful conversations. Networking can be a
direct benefit to us and our facilities. Learning from others, and
assisting our peers in the golf community is one reason why our
industry is so great.
As we head into a new year, consider adding a couple items to
your resolution list. First, consider attending one more chapter
meeting or event than you did this year. Not only do you benefit
from the networking of others, they also benefit from the input
you add to conversations. Others cannot have a conversation
with you if you are not there. Second, make a point to engage
with students. They will be at many events with you during this
education season. They may not know how, or be comfortable
6

engaging with those of us around them. Please take the time and
make the effort to network with them. Help expand their networking horizons and I am sure you will learn something from
them too.

GCSAA Resources and Deadlines

you Get Cool Stuff from your Association Already

GCSAA 2017 Member Engagement
Opportunities
The GCSAA Board of Directors invites you to submit your
name for consideration for a 2017 committee/task group service.
We still need more help! Resources are located here.

Energy use survey now open

The latest Golf Course Environmental Profile survey has
been extended through December 12th! The Energy Use and
Environmental Practices Survey will gather critical information
on energy conservation practices, energy audits, written plans,
and behavioral, design and other conservation changes. Follow
this link to assist with the effort.

All GIS registrations now open!

Want the best housing choices, booking early will help

Get the most desirable education seminars now, before they
sell out. The GCSAA Golf offerings had the most participants
last year than the previous 4 years…..don’t get left off the teesheet. Click here to begin you journey to Orlando!

How Might Election 2017 Impact Golf?
Quarterly call: https://player.vimeo.com/video/191996394

Newsroom article: http://www.gcsaa.org/newsroom/news/
gcsaa/2016/will-trump-administration-be-good-for-golf

Upcoming FREE webcasts:

www.gcsaa.org click on “Education” section for webcasts
Jan. 18: Look at Your Irrigation System’s Distribution Uniformity
Jan. 24: Fine Fescue as a Putting Surface
Jan. 26: C
 arbon, Carbon Everywhere:
How carbon functions in your turgrass system
Feb. 1: Mobile Weed Manual–A Portable Resource
Again, if I can be of any assistance,
please feel free to contact me.
Kevin Doyle
GCSAA Field Staff
kdoyle@gcsaa.org
Follow me on Twitter @GCSAA_NE

Ed Downing
Cell: 978-230-2300
Email: ed@nesoils.com
Office: 978-466-1844 Fax: 978-466-1882
1 mm. & 2mm. Top Dressing Sand
Rootzone Mixes



HD & Buff Bunker Sand

Divot Blends
Bridging Stone





Tee Mixes

Cart Path Mix



Soil Blend

We will customize blends to meet your specific needs!
435 Lancaster Street, Leominster, MA 01453

JACOBSEN’S LEGENDARY
QUALITY-OF-CUT

139”

HAS AN EVEN

WIDER
APPEAL

Introducing the all-new LF557/577
seven-reel fairway mower.
For a demo or more information, contact:
Bob Barrow 203-751-3474 Rbarrow@stevenwillandinc.com
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Chapter delegates discuss member growth, BMP guide at annual event
Eighty-two delegates from 84 chapters convene at GCSAA headquarters
Lawrence, Kan. (Oct. 18, 2016) – Membership engagement and growth, advocacy efforts and an upcoming best management
practices guide were among the key topics of the 2016 Chapter Delegates Meeting. The 82 delegates from 84 chapters also heard
from nominees for the 2017 GCSAA Board of Directors. The two-day meeting, held Oct. 11-12 in Kansas City, Mo., and at
GCSAA headquarters in Lawrence, Kan., also offered delegates the chance to discuss issues and provide input in small group sessions and during a “town hall” session.
While one third of attendees were first-time delegates, many of the veteran delegates return for the opportunity to make a difference for the association and profession.
“It’s good to come and meet new people,” said Sean Wilson, CGCS at The Club at Falcon Point and delegate for the South Texas
GCSA. “You feel like you are truly a part of changing things for the better.”
For five-time delegate T.A. Barker, CGCS at Fore Lakes Golf Course and a member of the Intermountain GCSA, the annual
delegates meeting allows him to hear about the different challenges and the common concerns superintendents face around the
country.
“We are all a family,” Barker said. “We come here facing different issues, but we are a family and we come together to help each
other out.”
The event opened with updates from GCSAA President Peter J. Grass, CGCS, and GCSAA CEO Rhett Evans, as well as check
presentations to chapters that participated in Rounds 4 Research in 2016. The second day offered staff presentations on key initiatives, including:
Membership engagement and growth: Plans to increase member engagement include strategies across all classifications. Contact
with new members will increase, with personalize messages sent at one, three and six months after joining. There will also be
focused efforts on moving Class B members up to Class A, creating new member packets specifically for the equipment manager
(EM) class, and strengthening the connection between student members and local chapters. Potential bylaw changes to the definitions of the EM class and International Superintendent Members could broaden growth opportunities.
Government affairs: The Grassroots Ambassadors program continues to grow, and government affairs efforts are currently focused
on the issues of H-2B, Mega 16 initiative, WOTUS and the overtime pay rule. Discussions were also held on engagement through
the use of the #golfvotes hashtag on social media during the upcoming election season, participation in the 10th anniversary of
National Golf Day in 2017 and options for expanding GCSAA advocacy efforts.
Best Management Practices Planning Guide and Template: Delegates got a sneak peek at GCSAA’s BMP Planning Guide and
Template, which will be launched at the 2017 Golf Industry Show in Orlando. The tool will provide a road map for golf-centric
organizations at the state level to develop and implement BMP programs. The goal is to have BMPs for all 50 states by 2020.
Delegates were provided with talking points to help promote the program.
The business portion of the delegates meeting concluded with presentations from and breakout sessions with the candidates for the
2017 board. The election will take place on Feb. 9 at the GCSAA Annual Meeting in Orlando.
Source: GCSAA Press Release
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RIGCSA

Julie Heston

jheston@verizon.net
Deadline to submit is January 11th
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Donate to Tee‐Up New England!

“The Most Important Shot
in Golf is the Next One”
Ben Hogan

Carnegie Abbey Club
2016 Donor Club

What other Game can fill your Senses,
Sap your Strength and become
a Passion like Golf!
Every Round of Golf donation will help to support the future of the Game

201� Online Auc�on: April 10‐1�
Go to: www.tee‐upnewengland.com
We need Your Help to promote: Your Course,
the Game of Golf and Turfgrass Research!

ALLENS SEED

DGM SYSTEMS

SODCO, INC.

Celebrating over 60 years of servicing Golf
Course Superintendents with products for
managing quality turfgrass. When you need
fertilizer, control products, premium grass
seed, equipment repair and parts.
For more information,
call Al LaPrise, Erik or Paul Hagenstein.
(401) 294-2722 (800) 527-3898

Golf and Sports Turf
Specialty Products and Services
Visit www.dgmsystems.com
Office (401) 647-0550
Manny Mihailides (401) 524-8999
David Mihailides (401) 742-1177

All of your golf course grass needs grown on
our 500 acre Green Certified farm.
Bentgrass, Black Beauty, Bluegrass, Fine
Fescue, Short Cut Varieties, Contract Growing.
Contact: Pat Hogan (401) 569-1105
Slocum, RI (800) 341-6900
www.sodco.net

A-OK TURF EQUIPMENT

Golf Course Design
Offering over 15 years of golf course design
experience including; feature renovation, tree
analysis, cart path layout, master planning,
construction observation, planting design
and landscape architecture.
Contact RIGCSA member
Tim Gerrish, RLA at (401) 263-3784
tim@gardner-gerrish.com

Wiedenmann, Lastec, Graden, Agrimetal,
Baroness, Salsco, Sweep N Fill, Turf Pride,
Stec, Pronovst, Lely, Maredo, Classen, and
Used Equipment.
www.aokturf.com (401) 826-2584

ATLANTIC GOLF & TURF
Specializing in agronomy through the
distribution of fertilizer, seed and chemicals
throughout New England.
Michelle Maltais (401) 835-0287
Michelle@AtlanticGolfandTurf.com
www.AtlanticGolfandTurf.com

GARDNER + GERRISH, LLC

HARRELL’S
Service–Knowledge–Experience
The superintendents source for high-tech
turf care products, contact Michael Kroian
at (401) 397-5500.

BARENBRUG USA

NEW ENGLAND GOLF CARS

Producers of RTF, Turf Blue HGT,
Supercharged Bentgrasses & Regenerating
Perennial Rye
Great in Grass
Bruce Chapman, Territory Manager
401-578-2300 bchapman@barusa.com

Sales, Service, Rentals
Scott Cookson, Paul Amorin, Jon Cookson
(508) 336-4285 Fax: (508) 336-4762
www.NewEnglandGolfCars.com
Yamaha Golf Cars / Yamaha Utility Cars

BAYER ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE
Building on an already solid foundation of
proven products to help you succeed
Brian Giblin (508) 439-9809
Brian.Giblin@bayer.com
Baked by Bayer

THE CARDINALS, INC.
John Callahan (800) 861-6256
Complete distributor of golf course
accessories; seed, fertilizer, chemicals,
wetting agents, safety supplies and other
turf related specialty products.

THE CHAS. C. HART SEED CO.
Chris Bengtson chrisb@hartseed.com
Cell: (401) 474-4110 (800)-326-4278
www.HARTSEED.com
Independent distributor of quality turfgrass
seed, fertilizer and Turf care products.
Authorized distributor for Bayer, Syngenta,
Aquatrols, Griggs Bros.
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NEW ENGLAND SPECIALTY SOILS
1mm & 2mm. Top Dressing Sand
Rootzone Mixes, Buff & HD Bunker Sand
Divot Blends- Bulk/Bagged delivery
Ed Downing (978) 230-2300
ed@nesoils.com

RESIDEX

STEVEN WILLAND INC.
Quality Turf Equipment
Contact Bob Barrow for a demo or
information 203-751-3474,
Rbarrow@stevenwillandinc.com
Jacobsen, Smithco, Ventrac, Turfco, Redexim,
Tru-Turf Rollers, Aer-Way, Agri-Metal, Vicon,
Planet-Air, Goossen, S.I.P.

SYNGENTA
Melissa Hyner Gugliotti (860) 221-5712
Email: Melissa.gugliotti@syngenta.com
www.greentrustonline.com

TUCKAHOE TURF FARMS, INC.
Offering a selection of putting green quality
bentgrass varieties. Also, blends for tees,
fairways, bunkers and roughs.
Washing available.
Steve Donohue or Joe Farina
(800) 556-6985

TURF ENHANCEMENT
ENTERPRISES
Tom Fox (508) 450-9254
Featuring Floratine Products, Analync
Soil Testing and Analysis, JRM tines and
bedknives and Greenleaf TurboDrop spray
nozzles.

TURF PRODUCTS

Fertilizer, Seed Chemicals
Jim Pritchard (401) 862-1098
jimpritchard32@gmail.com
Mike Santos (401) 525-6782
msantos@residex.com

Tim Berge (800)-243-4355
Carrying the complete line of TORO
equipment. Call Dana Dubois for
demonstrations. For your TORO irrigation
needs–sprinklers, pipes, fittings, Otterbine
aerators and wire trackers.

SHAWNMARK INDUSTRIES, INC.

WINTERBERRY IRRIGATION

“TOMORROWíS Chemical Needs TODAY”
A complete line of specialty turf products
as well as engine degreasers, equipment
maintenance products, aerosols, and ice
melt. Call Matt Howland at (401) 295-1673
or shawnmark@msn.com for personalized
service 24 hours a day.

Complete irrigation and pump installation
and service throughout New England.
Matt Faherty (860) 681-8982
mfaherty@winterberrygarden.com
www.WinterberryIrrigation.com

RIGCSA Member News
Welcome New Members:
Jamie Codega,
Superintendent Member, Montaup Country Club

Save the date
Save the date for the RIGCSA Annual Meeting to be
held on January 19, 2017 at Kirkbrae Country Club.
Annual elections, scholarship presentations, and
voting on bylaw amendments will be on the agenda
for this meeting.

RIGCSA Slate of Officers for 2017
As proposed by RIGCSA Nominating Committee

October Meeting Results

October 24, 2016
Newport Country Club
Superintendent / Assistant Tournament with Other Division
Superintendent/Assistant Division:
1st Net: Michael Dachowski, William Farnsworth
2nd Net: Bill Sansone, Adam Bernazanni
3rd Net: Chris Coen, Brad Cheever
1st Gross: Brian Cromack, James Rustad
2nd Gross: Bill Coulter, Frank Vollaro
Affiliate/Other Division:
1st Net: Alicia Pearson, Garrett Whitney

President – Andrew Cummins

2nd Net: Lou Bettencourt, Jeff Sprague

Vice President – Christopher Coen

3rd Net: Mike Parks, Scott Godfrey

Treasurer – Dean Chase

1st Gross: John Godet, Michael Friedman

Secretary – James Ritorto
Immediate Past President- William J. Coulter, CGCS
Director – Patrick Hogan (1 year)

Closest to the Pin:
#8 Brian Giblin
#13 Bill Farnsworth

Director – Henry Olstynski (2 years)
RIGCSA Membership dues renewal statements will
be going out after the annual meeting on January
19th per the revised bylaws. We will be mailing dues
statements and also emailing them from our new
redesigned website which will allow members to
pay their dues online and update their membership
information on the website. Instructions on how to do
this will be sent with the membership dues renewal.
Congratulations to Andy Drohen and Steve Thys
who were the 2016 team champions for the RIGCSA
Centennial Cup. Fifty percent of the entry fee was
allocated for our centennial anniversary celebration,
while allowing our members to enjoy a fun new
tournament.

Alan Vadala
(774) 766-2516

Mike Coty
(860) 617-3988
NORTHTURF.COM
We’re here to help with all of
your aeration needs.
We are equipped to do the
entire job or you can simply
choose from several tractors
and implements to
help you get it done!

November-December 2016

13

