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March Meeting By Michelle Maltais

Congratulations to John LeClair CGCS on receiving this 
year’s Distinguished Service Award. John has devoted 
many years of service to the RIGCSA. He has served 

on numerous committees, hosted several meetings, and is also 
a Past President, serving from 2009-2010. John, who grew up 
in Southeastern Massachusetts, is credited with helping form 
the Green Golf Initiative with DEM and Coastal Resources 
Management Council. An excerpt from the DEM’s homepage 
reads:

“The Rhode Island Golf Course Superintendents Association 
is very excited to have helped develop and promote the green golf 
initiative with DEM and the Coastal Resources Management 
Council,” said John LeClair, CGCS, past president of the RI 
Golf Course Superintendents Association. “Since the begin-
ning of golf the environment has always been important to those 
managing courses and that has not changed. Today’s mod-
ern methods and related science have improved and ensured 
that sustainable practices are even more attainable today. We are 
happy to support and promote this joint undertaking with our 
state agencies. We hope that others will follow in working to 
enhance the environment through sustainable practices which 
leads to an improved business model for all facilities.” 

John lives in North Attleboro, Massachusetts with his wife 
Katie and his children Jack and Riley. He enjoys playing golf 

and coaching his kid’s sports teams. His idea of a perfect meal 
would be a NY strip steak on the grill with a baked potato and 
an ice-cold beer.

The industry would not be where it is today without John’s 
foresight and dedication to the profession. We thank you John 
and we’re proud to present you with this year’s Distinguished 
Service Award.

Commemorative awards were also given to G.Wayne Zoppo, CGCS and 
Bob Chalifour, CGCS in recognition of 50 years of membership with the 
RIGCSA. Congratulations from the entire organization on your milestone.

Pictured from L-R: Paul Jamrog, 2017 DSA Recipient – John LeClair, CGCS, Scott Reynolds and Mike Murphy
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[Type here] 
 

For more information contact; 
Territory Sales Manager 
Bob Barrow       203-751-3474 
www.switurf.com 

 

                                                                                                                         Territory Sa

President’s Message

And away we go! April started with a snow storm,  
but it did not take long before we were thinking  
about aeration, seedhead control, pre-emergent  

and insect control. Time seems to pass more quickly when  
we are busy. In our jobs there is always a lot of work to do,  
but in the spring that work doubles, so the spring time  
always flies by. 

During Masters Tournament coverage, there was a story 
on the 20-year anniversary of Tiger Woods’ 1997 champion-
ship. I was there that week filling divots and raking bunkers. 
Wow...20 years...that‘s a lot of divots!  2017 will be my tenth 
season at Agawam Hunt and although that is a long time,  
it is only one fifth of the time that Bob Chalifour, CGCS 
(Past Pres. 1972-73) and G. Wayne Zoppo, CGCS (Past 

Pres. 1971) have been members of the RIGCSA.  These gentlemen were presented 50 
year plaques at the March meeting.  Wow...50 years...that’s a lot of divots!

With the start of our golf meeting season, we have a change in the position of  
Golf Committee Chairman. John Lombardi is appointed to a two year term as an at-
large director on the Board of Directors and the Chairman of the Golf Committee. 
Thank you to Henry Olstynski for two years of service in the position.

I also want to thank Henry Olstynski and Hillside Country Club for hosting our 
March meeting and Tom Ohlson and Fall River Country Club for hosting the April 
Meeting and the ABCD Scramble.

Sincerely,

Drew Cummins
RIGCSA President

RIGCSA
Board of 
Directors
President
Andrew Cummins
Agawam Hunt
(401) 434-0980

Vice President
Christopher Coen
Newport Country Club
401-847-5903

Treasurer
Dean Chase
Carnegie Abbey Club
(401) 683-5148

Secretary 
James Ritorto
Lake of Isles
(860) 312-2092

Director 
Patrick Hogan
SODCO
(800) 341-6900

Director
John Lombardi
Midville Country Club
(401) 821-0324

Past President
William Coulter, CGCS
Swansea Country Club
(508) 379-9741

Newsletter Editor
Michelle Maltais
Nonquitt
(401) 835-0287

Chapter Executive 
Julie Heston 
phone: (401) 934-7660 
fax: (401) 934-9901 
jheston@verizon.net
www.rigcsa.org
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New England Regional Turfgrass Conference & Show 2017
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March Meeting - Hillside Country Club

Photo Credit – Michelle Maltais
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April Meeting - Fall River Country Club
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Kevin’s GCSAA Corner By Kevin Doyle, GCSAA Northeast Field Rep.

If there is one consistent part 
of our industry, it is transition. 
Seasons change both environ-

mentally and within the business 
of being a superintendent. We are 
transitioning out of a busy educa-
tion season into facilities opening, 
handling staff and weather chal-
lenges, and chapter meeting and 
events. Just because golf begins 

doesn’t mean education is put on hold.

In a conversation with one superintendent, he told me that 
attends almost every meeting and plays golf when he attends. 
“I always try to take three things back to my facility from every 
meeting.” He explained that through education offerings, con-
versations with peers, and paying attention to the maintenance 
practices on a colleague’s course, the fact is, he never struggles to 
find three items to justify his attendance. He also makes a point 
to discuss what he learned with his employer. “We host a chapter 
education event every year, so my boss understands there is more 
to our job than standard agronomic practices. He sees that we 
learn from each other.”

I have seen meeting attendance increase slightly at chapter 
events across the region in the last couple years. Chapter boards 
continue to look for a magic bullet to drive you, the members, 
to meetings. If there was one, they would have been using it! 
I’ve written about it before in this newsletter: all attendees are a 
resource for others. The value to all members is increased by  
your attendance!

That point was driven home at a recent chapter strategic plan-
ning session. This chapter will be looking to engage members 
who they have not seen at a meeting or event in a while. It will 
not be an easy goal to achieve. The board is convinced that mem-
bers who attend a meeting find more value in their association, 
and are more inclined to engage other chapter events. The board 
understands that they must reach out, and actively promote and 
invite members to attend. Has anyone done that for you lately? 
Would you come to at least one more meeting if someone asked 
directly if you would attend?

Another colleague spent a long portion of a visit telling me 
how golf course superintendents need to play the game of golf. 
We should understand the rules, be aware of course mark-
ings, engage our customers and members and discuss the sport 
on every level. We are employed because of the game of golf; 
explain to those you answer to how important it is to attend 
meetings and play.

There will always be one or more reasons to not go to a chap-
ter meeting. If you attend regularly, thank you. I know I have 

benefitted because you were a part of the event. If you have not 
made a meeting in a while, please consider breaking that habit 
even just one time this year. Someone will benefit from informa-
tion you share, and I am willing to bet that you will gain a lot 
from being there, no matter where “there” is!

GCSAA Resources and Deadlines
you Get Cool Stuff from your Association Already

How your Equipment Manager  
can get you an R&R credit!

GCSAA has partnered with R&R Products to bring a special 
rebate program to GCSAA members. Current EM members 
who pass one Turf Equipment Technician Certificate Program 
exam will receive a $95 rebate from R&R Products to be used 
towards your next R&R Products purchase.

This program expires on Dec. 31, 2017, so take advantage 
of this opportunity by visiting the new GCSAA website here 
today!

GCSAA partners with Columbia 
Sportswear for member discounts

GCSAA and Columbia Sportswear Company, an industry 
leader for outdoor apparel and products, have joined in a part-
nership to bring savings to association members and their facili-
ties. Columbia is offering a 50 percent discount to GCSAA 
members on outdoor wear purchases. Read more

Again, if I can be of any assistance,  
please feel free to contact me.

 Kevin Doyle 
GCSAA Field Staff 
kdoyle@gcsaa.org

Follow me on Twitter @GCSAA_NE

Bayer  Env i ronm ent a l  Sc ienc e 
Building on an already solid foundation of 

proven products to help you succeed. 

Br ian Gib l in  
(508) 439-9809

Brian.Giblin@bayer.com

mailto:kdoyle@gcsaa.org


Kevin’s GCSAA Corner By Kevin Doyle, GCSAA Northeast Field Rep.
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20 Years and Still Sprouting! By Gary Sykes

Recently, we ended our 20th annual 
turfgrass conference and show. 
Amazing how the time has gone 

by so rapidly. In those 20 years we have 
had only one major snowstorm, listened 
to 19 keynote speeches, taught more 
than 1200 hours of turfgrass education, 
witnessed more than 300 hours of trade 
show, printed nearly 50,000 badges, 
have probably enjoyed more food all over 
Providence than we can imagine, sipped 
thousands upon thousands of cups of cof-
fee and only heaven knows how ounces 
of liquids were consumed! We have seen 
the show, like the industry, peak in early 
2000s, and like the industry, struggle to 
keep up with the expectations as econom-
ics seem to slam the brakes on life and 
business no matter how hard you worked 
to keep it moving. It may have not been 
the journey we would have planned, but 
when was the last time a plan all worked 
out perfectly? It is what it is…..and as the 
great Yogi Berra once said, “the Future 
ain’t what it used to be!?” Either way, it 
is something we should look forward to 
throughout life.

Since the show’s inception we can accu-
rately announce that we have surpassed 
the $2 Million mark in research fund-
ing as an organization. No fake news 
here! More than 70 research projects have 
been funded, testing equipment has been 
purchased or built and the foundation 
proudly contributed $175,000 into the 
construction of a “cutting edge” research 
building (pun intended). Not half bad for 
an organization that was starting from 
scratch with more ideas than money. So, 
congratulations to all the New England 
Turfgrass Industry supporting the 20 
years of events that has allowed this 

amazing landmark to be achieved and 
shared.

So, here we are planning already for 
our 21st conference and show. But for the 
20th, we had good solid attendance again 
for seminars Monday and Tuesday. We 
were very happy with our pre-registra-
tions; the USGA session had a great feel 
to it including the attendance. Our appre-
ciation and big thanks goes out to Jim 
Skorulski and the USGA for a great tra-
ditional kick-off to our education sessions. 
Once in a while we hit a homerun with 
our keynotes. Everyone I spoke to thought 
Major Dan Rooney was one of the best we 
have ever had. A patriot, a pilot, a good 
player and a parent, all of which he shared 
a great passion and appreciation for. What 
he and his organization, assisted by the 
game of golf, are doing for dependents 
of our wounded and KIA soldiers is phe-
nomenal. It was great to see him interact 
especially with veterans in attendance as 
they shared their experiences. He’ll be 
hard to equal never mind top!

Wednesday, as it always is, was of 
high value for education, exhibitor time, 
and networking. Right out of the gate 
the morning had a great amount of 
energy, and the day was full of informa-
tion opportunities for many areas of the 
industry. We appreciate that many take 
advantage of the gathering especially 
on Wednesday. UMass has its Alumni 
Breakfast, NESTMA had a full annual 
meeting, NESPA had a good turnout 
of sod producers. Some of our vendors 
do sales/support training during the off 
hours of the show. The show has become a 
functional entity in many ways for a large 
part of the industry. We end the day with 
some fun at the auction and a large social 
event at the Omni. From there many head 
to their favorite spots to continue a high 
quality evening!

Attendance naturally drops off on 
Thursday, but offers an opportunity for 
some to visit exhibitors without many of 

the distractions of the previous two days 
and take advantage of it. On Thursday, 
the education program is at its highest 
quality and this year it had good solid 
attendance again and fulfilled expecta-
tions. Before you know it though, it is 
time to pack the vehicles and head for the 
barn. And, they do!

We also tried two new approaches to 
introduce the industry to possible new-
comers. Hoping to sprout some interest….
with the help of Michelle DaCosta and 
UMass, veteran’s groups were contacted 
to invite those interested individuals to 
come and learn about careers in the turf 
industry. Some did take advantage of it. 
We hope to continue to reach out to vet-
erans in the future. We also invited many 
high schools in CT and MA that might 
have students interested in an outdoor 
career. We shared information, opportu-
nities, what the requirements are and the 
pleasures of being in an industry such as 
ours. These will be areas we will continue 
to support in the interest of the industry. 
We thank you all for your support and 
dedication to our great industry and to 20 
years of shows! Now, on to the Future! 
Mark the Calendar: March 5-8, 2018!

IRRIGATION

•  Installation of new irrigation systems
•  Refurbishment and extensions of existing systems
•  Start-Up and winterization 
•  Irrigation service and repairs
•  Pump sales, repairs and maintenance
•  Wire tracking and wire installation
•  GNSS Mapping System paired with AutoCAD Software 
 that will allow the creation of accurate As-Built
•  Installation and refurbishment of central controls
•  Grounding testing and installation

Serving the East Coast
Irrigation and Pump Installation and Service

1-800-722-7348

Chris Daigle
Matt Faherty

www.winterberryirrigation.com
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• U.S. Drought Monitor/Drought Portal: 
http://Drought.gov 

• Direct link from U.S. Drought Portal to access soil moisture Monitoring:  
https://www.drought.gov/drought/data-maps-tools/soil-moisture 

• US Drought Monitor FAQ/Brochure: 
http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/docs/USDMbrochure.pdf 

• National Weather Service Boston/Taunton MA web page- 7 Day forecast, current conditions and hazards, 
weather discussions:  
http://weather.gov/boston 

• National Weather Service main web page- Access pages to other local NWS offices in the USA: 
http://weather.gov 

• NOAA Weather Prediction Center- National Maps- Weather Maps, 7 day Rainfall Forecast:  
http://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov 

• Climate Prediction Center- Access to long term outlooks (8-14 days and on):  
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov 

Northeast Regional Climate Center (NRCC)-

• NRCC Main Page: Weather Data, Observations, and Maps: 
http://www.nrcc.cornell.edu/ 

• NRCC Drought Page: 
http://www.nrcc.cornell.edu/regional/drought/drought.html 

• Individual State Drought Pages, including any State Drought Declarations in effect:  
MA: http://www. mass.gov/eea/agencies/der/water -res-protection/water-data-tracking/ drought-status.htmI  
RI: http://www.wrb.ri.gov/work programs drought.html  
CT: http://www.ct.gov/waterstatus/site/default.asp 

• RI Water 2030 Plan:  
http://www.planning.ri.gov/documents/guide plan/Rl%20Water%202030 06.14.12 Final.pdf

Web Links Discussed at RIGCSA Meeting 
NOAA/National Weather Service Presentation March 29, 2017
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It’s that time of year again, time to fire up the irrigation system and pump house. Now is as good a time as ever to get some much 
needed maintenance done on your irrigation system. Here are a few tips and tricks to get your season off and running:

1. On your irrigation computer: perform a virus scan; delete 
temporary internet files; defrag your C: drive; perform a 
data base backup; check grounding resistance. Plugging 
your computer tower, monitor, interface, and radio system 
into an Uninterruptable Power Supply (UPS) will help 
against lightning strikes and power surges. Try to dedi-
cate your irrigation computer to only running the system, 
check email and browse the internet on a separate com-
puter if possible.

2. Test communication between your computer and inter-
face, and from your interface to the field. If you have true 
two-way communication you can also test if satellites or 
decoders are communicating and individual heads are 
working.

3. Perform satellite maintenance: test communication; clean 
out all cobwebs and mouse nests; check cables and wires 
for mice damage; check grounding resistance. A nice 
mouse deterrent is buying Irish Spring soap and shaving 
a few pieces into a sandwich bag, leave the bag opened 
in the bottom of the satellites, the smell keeps the mice 
away. A local Superintendent has been doing this for 
years and swears by it.

4. Align all part-circle heads to their proper arc. They more 
than likely came out of adjustment during winter blow-
out, now is a good time to get them back to where they 
need to be before the heat of the summer.

5. Test irrigation radios and their batteries for proper opera-
tion. Replace old or worn out batteries with Lithium-Ion 
batteries, they have come down significantly in price in 
the last few years and provide longer usage than NI-MH 
batteries.

6. Make any necessary repairs to the system that were 
observed in the fall or during blowout that you didn’t 
have a chance to get to back then.

7. Do an inventory of your irrigation parts room. Make sure 
you have enough repair fittings/couplings, swing joints, 
rotors, valves, Teflon tape, glue/primer, DBRYs, etc. on 
your shelf going into spring startup. Their also may be 
other supplies that you know you’ll need from previous 
years’ experience, don’t wait until the last minute to get 
these necessary supplies.

If you can take care of your irrigation system now and in the 
early spring, your system will hopefully take care of you in July 
and August when you need it most!

The New England 
Regional Turfgrass 
Industry would like 

to express our sincere con-
dolences on the passing of 
Danny Calise who for 12 

years powered the New 
England Regional Turfgrass 
Conference and Show 
Live Auction, with Manny 
Mihailides, teaching par-
ticipants that the way into 

your pocket for a good cause 
is through your heart. Make 
them friends, make them 
laugh a bit, then make them 
pay and always do it with a 
smile was his method. We will 

miss his presence, but we will 
forever appreciate the oppor-
tunity we got to know him and 
enjoy him. Wherever Danny 
went, there always seemed to 
be a crowd made up of fam-
ily and friends. His door was 
always open. So, if and when 
we get to the Pearly Gates, 
and if they are missing, we 
just might find out that Danny 
convinced God that the gates 
should be open to everyone 
and so he might as well let 
Danny auction them off! 

God Speed to our friend….
Danny Calise!

Remembering Danny Calise

Early Spring Irrigation Maintenance Checklist
By Tom Hoffer, Irrigation Service Manager, Northeast Golf & Turf Supply
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Nor’easter Ski Day Recap at Killington

For the third time in a row, the host 
team from Vermont won the Nor’easter 
Cup at Killington Ski Resort in 
Killington, VT! After a rough winter in 
2016 that saw the event postponed due 
to no snow, Vermont wasted no time in 
defending their title in excellent skiing 
conditions!

Nine golf course superintendent asso-
ciations from the Northeast competed 
at the annual event on February 16th, 
where more than 100 superintendents and 
industry representatives, along with their 
families came together for a day of cama-
raderie, great skiing and friendly competi-
tion on the slopes of Vermont. The staff 
at Killington Mountain’s Racing School 
was so impressed with the skill level of 
the golf experts, so they set up an even 
more challenging course this year on their 
black diamond “Highline” race trail, just 
a few hundred feet away from where the 
women’s World Cup event was held in 
November!

While several association have clearly 
been practicing over the winter and 
putting the pressure on the host team, 
Vermont’s group, led by the fastest male 
of the mountain James Writer, defeated 
archrival Northeastern by 9 seconds! The 
flat-landers from NJ were an impressive 
3rd place placing 2 of their racers in the 
top 6 overall!

Conditions were just perfect this year 
with several Nor’easters dropping powder 
leading up to the February event. Race 
conditions were described as firm and fast 
for the 2-run giant slalom race! Each team 
totaled their fastest four racers and prizes 
were given out to the fastest overall male 
and female skiers and boarders! Vermont 
also successfully defended their title over 
the Northeastern group in the VT Cup, a 
rivalry that dates to 1993!

If the skiing and racing did not pro-
vide enough excitement for folks, then 

the Après Ski party at the Wobbly Barn 
proved a fine ending to a competitive day 
on the slopes. Support from our generous 
sponsors helped the folks at Killington 
provide great food and an open bar for a 
few hours after skiing. Proving this is the 
place to be during the winter, Killington 
provided highly discounted ski passes for 
the group and affordable pricing on lodg-
ing! Make sure to watch for dates for 2017 
and join your associates for a great day on 
the slopes during the off-season!!

For the die-hard skiers, it was just 
announced that Killington will once 
again host the Women’s World Cup 
for the next two winters over the 
Thanksgiving holiday weekend after an 
excellent event in 2016!

As in years past, this event also serves 
as fundraising opportunity to help sup-
port our industry members in times of 
need. Over the past several years, pro-
ceeds from the Nor’easter Ski Day have 
helped with donations to fellow superin-
tendents in times of need, from medical 
issues to times of natural disasters. The 
event has raised thousands of dollars so 
far and this year we are pleased to have 
increased that number by over $1,000 
again in 2017. If you want to send us a 
message recommending someone in need, 
please do so to any of the board members, 
otherwise we’ll start a savings account for 
future needs.

We are all fortunate to be associated 
with such great folks and we encourage all 
of you to join us next year as we continue 
to use the event to help our own. Thanks 
to all that donated so generously and spe-
cial thanks to Augie Young of Sipcam, 
Wes Bishop of Reliable Racing and Scott 
Watelet from Northern Ski Works who 
generously donated to our raffle!

Special thanks to Chris Cowan 
who took some great photographs 
at the event. Photos of the race day 
can be viewed at: https://www.
flickr.com/photos/115122615@N07/

albums/72157679762673642

The Nor’easter Ski Day was made 
great because of the overwhelming sup-
port of its sponsors! We would like to 
thank the following companies for their 
help in making this event a huge success; 
Platinum Sponsors: Syngenta, Jacobsen, 
MTE Turf Equipment and Vermont 
Precision Real Grinding.

Gold Sponsors: BASF, Sipcam Rotam, 
Toro, Turf Products and Grassland.

Silver Sponsors: Atlantic Golf & Turf, 
GenNext, Aquatrols, Seeton Turf, Koch 
Turf & Ornamental, Northeast Golf & 
Turf Supply, Rain Bird, New England 
Specialty Soils, Sunbelt Rentals, Harrell’s 
and Winfield.

Bronze Sponsors: Bayer, DOW Agro 
Sciences, Valley Green, FMC, Nufarm, 
Putnam Pipe, Winterberry Irrigation, 
Grigg Brothers, Quali-Pro, VTGCSA 
and The Northeastern GCSAA.

Special thanks go out to the folks at 
Syngenta for supplying everyone with 
great t-shirts that are sure to become col-
lector’s items over the years!

Hope to see you next winter on the 
slopes!!!

The VTGCSA Continues Win Streak at the Nor’easter Cup!
By Andy Drohen
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RIGSCA 2017 Newsletter Sponsors
ALLENS SEED
Celebrating over 60 years of servicing Golf Course Superintendents 
with products for managing quality turfgrass. When you need fertilizer, 
control products, premium grass seed, equipment repair and parts.
For more information, 
call Al LaPrise, Erik or Paul Hagenstein.
(401) 294-2722 (800) 527-3898

A-OK TURF EQUIPMENT
Wiedenmann, Lastec, Graden, Agrimetal, Baroness, Salsco, Sweep N Fill, 
Turf Pride, Stec, Pronovst, Lely, Maredo, Classen, and Used Equipment.
www.aokturf.com (401) 826-2584

ATLANTIC GOLF & TURF
Specializing in agronomy through the distribution of fertilizer, seed  
and chemicals throughout New England.
Paul Jamrog (401) 524-3322 
Paul@AtlanticGolfandTurf.com
www.AtlanticGolfandTurf.com

BARENBRUG USA
Producers of RTF, Turf Blue HGT, Supercharged Bentgrasses 
& Regenerating Perennial Rye
Great in Grass
Bruce Chapman, Territory Manager 
401-578-2300 bchapman@barusa.com

BAYER ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE
Building on an already solid foundation of proven products  
to help you succeed
Brian Giblin (508) 439-9809 
Brian.Giblin@bayer.com
Baked by Bayer

THE CARDINALS, INC.
John Callahan (800) 861-6256
Complete distributor of golf course accessories; seed, fertilizer, 
chemicals, wetting agents, safety supplies and other turf related 
specialty products.

THE CHAS. C. HART SEED CO.
Chris Bengtson chrisb@hartseed.com 
Cell: (401) 474-4110 (800)-326-4278  
www.HARTSEED.com
Independent distributor of quality turfgrass seed, fertilizer and  
Turf care products. Authorized distributor for Bayer, Syngenta, 
Aquatrols, Griggs Bros. 

DGM SYSTEMS
Golf and Sports Turf 
Specialty Products and Services
Visit www.dgmsystems.com
Office (401) 647-0550 
Manny Mihailides (401) 524-8999 
David Mihailides (401) 742-1177

GARDNER + GERRISH, LLC
Golf Course Design
Offering over 15 years of golf course design experience including; 
feature renovation, tree analysis, cart path layout, master planning, 
construction observation, planting design and landscape architecture.
Contact RIGCSA member 
Tim Gerrish, RLA at (401) 263-3784 
tim@gardner-gerrish.com

HARRELL’S
Service–Knowledge–Experience
The superintendents source for high-tech turf care products,  
contact Michael Kroian at (401) 397-5500.

NEW ENGLAND GOLF CARS
Sales, Service, Rentals
Yamaha Golf Cars / Yamaha Utility Cars
Scott Cookson, Paul Amorin, Jon Cookson 
(508) 336-4285 Fax: (508) 336-4762
www.NewEnglandGolfCars.com

NEW ENGLAND SPECIALTY SOILS
1mm & 2mm. Top Dressing Sand Rootzone Mixes, 
Buff & HD Bunker Sand Divot Blends- Bulk/Bagged delivery 
Ed Downing (978) 230-2300 
ed@nesoils.com
Scott Whitcomb 781-789-8762 
scott@nesoils.com

READ CUSTOM SOILS
The only sand supplier with literally millions of yard of consistent  
sand permitted for use.
Call on us for custom soil blending, top dressing sands, root-zone 
blends, “early green” black sand, divot & cart path mixes.
Matt Medeiros 508-951-6139 
Mark Pendergast 617-686-5590 
Garrett Whitney 617-697-4247

SHAWNMARK INDUSTRIES, INC.
“TOMORROW’S Chemical Needs TODAY”
A complete line of specialty turf products as well as engine degreasers, 
equipment maintenance products, aerosols, and ice melt. 
Call Matt Howland at (401) 295-1673  
or shawnmark@msn.com for personalized service 24 hours a day.

SODCO, INC.
All of your golf course grass needs grown on our 500 acre Green 
Certified farm. Bentgrass, Black Beauty, Bluegrass, Fine Fescue, Short 
Cut Varieties, Contract Growing.
Contact: Pat Hogan (401) 569-1105 
Slocum, RI (800) 341-6900 
www.sodco.net
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STEVEN WILLAND INC.
Quality Turf Equipment 
Contact Bob Barrow for a demo or information 203-751-3474, 
Rbarrow@stevenwillandinc.com
Jacobsen, Smithco, Ventrac, Turfco, Redexim, Tru-Turf Rollers, Aer-Way, 
Agri-Metal, Vicon, Planet-Air, Goossen, S.I.P., Cushman

SYNGENTA
Melissa Hyner Gugliotti (860) 221-5712 
Email: Melissa.gugliotti@syngenta.com 
www.greentrustonline.com

TARGET SPECIALTY PRODUCTS
Fertilizer, Seed Chemicals
Jim Pritchard (401) 862-1098 
jimpritchard32@gmail.com
Mike Santos (401) 525-6782 
msantos@residex.com

TARTAN FARMS, LLC
Supplying sod and sod installation for golf course since 1987.
David Wallace (401) 641-0306
571 Waites Corner Road 
West Kingston, RI 02892

TOM IRWIN, INC.
Greg Misodoulakis • 508-243-6166
With Tom Irwin, you’re not alone.

TUCKAHOE TURF FARMS, INC.
We offer bentgrass for greens, tees and fairways, short cut  
bluegrass and bluegrass blends, and we have fine and tall fescue  
and blue/fescue blends.
Please call for details 800-556-6985
Steve Donohue 401-932-7720 
Joe Farina 774-260-0093

TURF ENHANCEMENT ENTERPRISES
Tom Fox (508) 450-9254
Featuring Floratine Products, Analync Soil Testing and Analysis, JRM 
tines and bedknives and Greenleaf TurboDrop spray nozzles.

TURF PRODUCTS
Tim Berge (800)-243-4355
Carrying the complete line of TORO equipment. Call Dana Dubois for 
demonstrations. For your TORO irrigation needs–sprinklers, pipes, 
fittings, Otterbine aerators and wire trackers.

WINTERBERRY IRRIGATION
Complete irrigation and pump installation and service  
throughout New England.
Matt Faherty (860) 681-8982 
mfaherty@winterberrygarden.com 
www.WinterberryIrrigation.com

The Right Material Matters.

• Topdressing
• Bunker Sand
• Root Zone Blends
• Green Divot Mixes
• Bridge Sand
• Drainage Stone
• Drill and Fill
• Synthetic Turf
• Planting Mixes
• Green Rooftops
• Blend to YOUR Ratio

Our products are also available dry and in bulk and packaged form.
Delivered with dump truck, flatbed or pneumatic tanker.

We provide the highest quality natural sands
and stone products. For applications ranging
from sports turf fields to golf courses, our
products are perfect for every project.

Let us quote on your project. Call Bob
Chalifour at 860-908-7414, or fax all specs 
to us at 401-762-4976.

Slatersville, RI 02876   401-766-5010   www.hollistonsand.com  

F A R M S
Slater Holliston

S A N D
Holliston

Holliston Sand Company 
is NSF certified
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O'CONNOR PUMPS 
& SERVICES

Golf / Commercial / Agricultural Pumps

Providing exceptional service in New England 
and the tri-state area for 25 years.

We service, sell, and install well 
pumps, submersible pumps, booster 
pumps, jet pumps, irrigation pumps, 
sump pumps, water softeners, iron 

filters, sediment filters, reverse 
osmosis, pressure tanks, water 
holding tanks, and water lines.

www.oconnorpumps.com

860-967-3559 
Joconnor@oconnorpumps.com 
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Thank you to our April meeting host Tommy Ohlson!

Congratulations to Andrew Garcia who was the 2017 recipient 
of the C. Richard Skogley Memorial Scholarship. Andrew is a 
student at the University of Rhode Island.  
(pictured L-R: Dr. W. Michael Sullivan and Andrew Garcia)

RIGCSA Member News

Welcome New Members
Patrick Meehan,  
Superintendent, Warwick CC

Scott Whitcomb,  
Affiliate, New England Specialty Soils

Colin Zegarzewski,  
Assistant Superintendent, Shelter Harbor GC

Our condolences are extended to Bill Morton and  
family on the passing of Bill’s wife, Sylvie Morton,  
on March 16, 2017.

Our condolences are extended to David and Lori 
Mihailides and family on the passing of Lori’s father, 
Danny Calise, on April 26, 2017.  Many of our members 
remember Danny as the energetic and always 
entertaining auctioneer at the NERTCS Live Auction  
for the past 12 years.

Our condolences are extended to Steve Donohue and 
family on the passing of Steve’s mother, Marguerite 
Donohue, on April 30, 2017. 

We are looking for photos of our member’s courses for 
the website. If you would like to have your photo on the 
website, please email them to Julie at jheston@verizon.
net.

Just a reminder that members can obtain a USGA GHIN 
number through RIGCSA. There is no fee for this. Please 
contact Julie Heston is you are interested.

RIGCSA members can post open jobs on the RIGCSA 
website as a free service offered to the membership. 
Please contact Julie Heston if you are interested in 
posting an open position on the website.

Members can view past meeting photos on the RIGCSA 
website www.rigcsa.org. You will need to login to view 
the photos. If you have trouble logging in, please contact 
Julie Heston.

Thank you our March meeting host Henry Olstynski!

mailto:jheston@verizon.net
mailto:jheston@verizon.net
http://www.rigcsa.org
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RIGCSA Member News

Next Meeting
Tuesday, May 23, 2017 
Joint meeting with  
Golf Course Superintendents Association of New England

Lake of Isles 
1 Clubhouse Drive 
North Stonington, CT 06359 
Host: James Ritorto

10:15 am:  Registration

10:45 am: Business meetings with buffet lunch

12:00 pm: Shotgun Start

5:00 pm: Hors d’oeuvres and prizes

Dress: Proper Golf Attire  

We will team 2 RI vs. 2 NE players. 
Golf Format: Two RI with Two NE members in a best two 
of four ball tournament 
*Please register with handicap and partner if you have one. 
*Please bring USGA GHIN Card with you*

Costs:  $115 for day; 
Retired Members: $60 for day;  
Lunch Only: $25  
checks made payable to “RIGCSA”

RSVP by 12:00 noon, Wednesday, May 17th to 
Julie Heston @ (401) 934-7660, 
jheston@verizon.net or visit www.rigcsa.org  
to register and/or pay online

Directions: Please visit www.lakeofisles.com

**Reminder: Current dues must be paid in full to register.

Northeast Golf & Turf Supply Wins 3 
Rain Bird Golf Awards for 2016.

Peabody, Massachusetts – February, 2017

Northeast Nursery of Peabody, Massachusetts is pleased to 
announce that its subsidiary, Northeast Golf & Turf Supply 
has been awarded 3 prestigious Rain Bird Golf awards for  
the year 2016.

The Rain Bird Don Parker Service Award, named after a Rain 
Bird employee that set the highest standard of excellence 
and service in the golf course irrigation business, was 
awarded to Greg Hennessy and Tom Hoffer in recognition 
of their outstanding service capabilities and achievements 
during 2016.

The Rain Bird Top Flight Award is given to multiple 
distributors both nationally and internationally for their 
performance in sales and service for the given year, and was 
awarded to Northeast Golf & Turf Supply for the year 2016.

Lastly, Northeast Golf & Turf Supply was given the 
prestigious Rain Bird Distributor of the Year award 
which recognizes the top performer among all Rain Bird 
distributors worldwide.

According to Bill Stinson, Golf Irrigation Manager, “These 
awards are a reflection of the enjoyment we get helping our 
Rain Bird customers maximize their irrigation systems and 
conserve water on a daily basis. We all find it meaningful to 
help golf courses be good environmental stewards.”
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Golf & Entertainment Center
All are welcome–friends and family 

from 2:00 pm–7:00 pm 
Price is $10 per person 

 (children 17 & under are free)

More details to come.

*If anyone would like to assist or donate for this event, please contact 
 Jim Ritorto, RIGCSA Social Chairman at jritorto@troon.com

Please save the date for

RIGCSA Family Fun Day 
Sunday, June 4, 2017

(Rain or Shine)

The work you do 
plays a vital role in the health and well-being of  

people and the environment in which we live. We bring 

you a network of professionals and innovative solutions 

dedicated to your success in these efforts. 

With Tom Irwin, you’re not alone.

Harris Schnare  |  800-582-5959   | harris@tomirwin.com

               
 
 
  
 
  
For golf course  
construction, 
renovation and  
repairs. 
 
Bluegrass, Ryegrass, Fine Fescue Blends,  Short  
Cut Bluegrass, Bentgrass and Bentblends. 
                              
                                                    Pallets/Big Rolls. 
                                                    Sod handler Del. 
                         Roll Out Service. 
                         Over 35 years of 
 OvO                         serving the Turf 
            Professional. 
 
turf production.           Our Sales Rep. 
 

            Steve Donohue 
             401-932-7720 
 

               Joe Farina 
             774-260-0093 
 

Deliveries Monday through Saturday 
 

CALL TOLL FREE 
   1—800-556-6985 

mailto:jritorto@troongolf.com

