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36th Annual Scholarship & Research Tournament
By Richard Lombardi

The Scholarship and Research Committee sponsored another successful event with the 36th Annual Scholarship & Research Tournament
held at Warwick Country Club on October 1st.
Organizing this event requires dedication and hard work of the committee members and staff early in the year to achieve rewarding
results. Recognition goes out to the entire S&R Committee. We would also like to thank the volunteers that helped out on the day of
the tournament which are Bill Coulter, Joan Fandetti, John Lombardi, Michelle Maltais, Tom Ohlson, Alicia Pearson, Jim Santoro,
Gary Sykes and Mike Varkonyi. The committee also extends a special thank you to Julie Heston for her assistance, dedication and strong
administrative support.
To our annual sponsors, who play a key role in the tournament’s success, the committee extends its gratitude. Please see the full list of
sponsors for this event on the following pages.
Special recognition is also extended to Patrick Meehan and the entire team at Warwick Country Club. The superb conditions of the
course and the facility along with excellent service provided by the entire staff from start to finish greatly contributed to the day’s success.
In closing, the unconditional support and efforts of all participants will allow the Scholarship & Research Tournament to remain a key
event representing the RIGCSA’s strong commitment to educational enhancement.
Sincerely,
Richard Lombardi, Chairman
Scholarship and Research Committee
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President’s Message
Dear Members,
Well that was quite the summer. I hope everyone is enjoying some of this not cool but
cooler weather.
I would like to thank Brooks Pickering from Thorny Lea, Matt Emond from Reservation
and Simon Harootian from Meadow Brook for hosting meetings and golf. Each event
was a wonderful day of golf and camaraderie. Simon did not let the rain interrupt the
championship.
If you find some time as the weather cools down to attend some meetings please do so. The
association needs your support to exist into the future. I know we keep saying this but you
will get a lot out of talking to your peers and seeing all the wonderful golf courses around
Rhode Island and nearby Massachusetts. Also if anyone has an interest in joining the
Board of Directors in the future please contact me or someone currently on the board. We
need more superintendents to get involved.
And finally, I am looking forward to the fall schedule starting with the Scholarship and
Research Tournament being hosted by Patrick Meehan at Warwick Country Club on
October 1st. Also the meetings at Newport Country Club and Louisquisset Golf Club are
great ways to end the season.
Thank you
Chris Coen
RIGCSA President

Director
Patrick Hogan
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THE MATERIAL
MATTERS.
Recreational - Commercial - Specialty

Slater Farms is the leading provider of high quality sands for the industrial,
commercial and filtration markets. We're the element in every day.
www.slaternaturalfarms.com For a project quote, call us at 401-766-5010
Holliston Sand Company is NSF certified

Proudly supplying our community partners

Sara Tucker recently presented her research work to the RIGCSA members at the November meeting. Sara was the 2017 Dr. Noel
Jackson Research Fellowship recipient. Her project title is Bee Forage and Habitat for Rhode Island Golf Courses. She is currently a
graduate student at URI working with Dr. Alm in the Entomology Lab.
We have made a pdf copy of the full presentation available to view on our website at www.rigcsa.org.

Recommended New England Pollinator Plant List
Adapted for Special Consideration of Golf Courses

Establishing pollinator habitat in outof-play spaces optimizes the
conservation potential of your
course, providing a rewarding
experience for the environmental
steward (you!) and the golfer. This
document is meant to provide
technical advice for your pollinator
garden needs.

Photo credit: University of Georgia

How to Select Plants for Your Habitat:
1. Identify the environments where you would like to incorporate pollinator habitat.
It is necessary that you become familiar with the sun exposure and soil moisture at your
potential planting site(s) in order to select plants from this document. Your pollinator
habitat does not have to be a very large area, but should be at least large enough to
incorporate three different plants per bloom season.
2. Provide year-round forage (at least three plants per bloom season).
3. Incorporate flowers of multiple colors.
Some helpful tips on how you can establish a successful pollinator habitat…
• If you are planting from seed, many of the recommended pollinator plants require cold
stratification and must be planted in the fall before the last frost. Try broadcast seeding with
sand or cat litter to encourage seed-soil contact.
• NEVER apply pesticides to your plants in bloom! Many classes of pesticides are toxic to
pollinators. Even drift from nearby pesticide application can be dangerous to pollinators. If
nearby application/drift is likely in your space, consider implementing a buffer strip of thick
grass along the edge of your pollinator habitat (see Xerces.org for details).
• In the first year of your pollinator habitat, only mow once or twice and at a height of no shorter
than 8 inches. In the second year, you can expect to mow more often.
The following is a list of plants we recommend in and around recreational green spaces. All of the listed
plants are native to New England and are of high value to a range of pollinators. Remember, your garden
should incorporate at least three plants per bloom season.
For more information, please contact Sara_Tucker@URI.edu
September/October 2018
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Key:

b = blue/purple flowers

w = white flowers y = yellow/orange flowers

March – May Bloom
Bergamot (b)
Eastern Prickly Pear (y)
Wild Indigo* (y)
Yarrow (w)

June – August Bloom
Bergamot (b)
Butterfly Milkweed (y)
Eastern Prickly Pear (y)
Field Thistle (b)
Gray Goldenrod (y)
Hairy Beardtongue (y)
Partridge Pea (y)
Wild Indigo* (y)
Wild Rose (r)
Yarrow (w)

September – October Bloom
Bergamot (b)
Butterfly Milkweed (y)
Field Thistle (b)
Gray Goldenrod (y)
Wild Indigo* (y)
Yarrow (w)

American Basswood (w)
Bergamot (b)
Black Current (y)
Black Elderberry (w)
Cardinal Flower (r)
Golden Alexander (y)
Pussy Willow (w)

Bergamot (b)
Blue Vervain (b)
Boneset (w)
Cardinal Flower (r)
Golden Alexander (y)
Hooded Skullcap (b)
Joe-Pye Weed (r)
Partridge Pea (y)
Sneezeweed (y)
Swamp Milkweed (r)
White Meadowsweet (w)

Bergamot (b)
Blue Vervain (b)
Boneset (w)
Cardinal Flower (r)
Hooded Skullcap (b)
Joe-Pye Weed (r)
Sneezeweed (y)
Swamp Milkweed (r)
Wrinkleleaf Goldenrod (y)
White Meadowsweet (w)

Bergamot (b)
New Jersey Tea (w)

Bergamot (b)
Gray Goldenrod (y)
Hairy Beardtongue (b)
Wild Rose (r)

Bergamot (b)
Gray Goldenrod (y)

Balsam Groundsel (y)
Black Elderberry (w)
Cardinal Flower (r)

Balsam Groundsel (b)
Blue Vervain (b)
Boneset (w)
Bottle Gentian (b)
Buttonbush (w)
Cardinal Flower (r)
Hooded Skullcap (b)
Joe-Pye Weed (r)
New England Aster (w)
Swamp Milkweed (r)
Virginia Mountainmint (w)
White Meadowsweet (w)
Wild Rose (r)

Blue Vervain (b)
Boneset (w)
Bottle Gentian (b)
Buttonbush (w)
Cardinal Flower (y)
Hooded Skullcap (b)
Joe-Pye Weed (r)
New England Aster (w)
Swamp Milkweed (r)
White Meadowsweet (w)

New Jersey Tea (w)

Gray Goldenrod (y)
Hairy Beardtongue (b)

Gray Goldenrod (y)

Cardinal Flower (r)

Blue Vervain (b)
Boneset (w)
Bottle Gentian (b)
Buttonbush (w)
Cardinal Flower (r)
Jewelweed (y)
Joe-Pye Weed (r)
White Meadowsweet (w)

Blue Vervain (b)
Boneset (w)
Bottle Gentian (b)
Buttonbush (w)
Cardinal Flower (r)
Hooded Skullcap (b)
Joe-Pye Weed (r)
New England Aster (w)
White Meadowsweet (w)

Full Sun –
Dry Soil

Full Sun –
Moist Soil

Part Sun –
Dry Soil

Part Sun –
Moist Soil

Shade –
Dry Soil

Shade –
Moist Soil

* - Baptisia tinctoria

r = red/pink flowers

For more information, please contact Sara_Tucker@URI.edu
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RIGCSA Scholarship & Research Tournament - Warwick Country Club
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RIGCSA Scholarship & Research Tournament - Warwick Country Club
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RIGCSA Scholarship & Research Tournament - Warwick Country Club
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RIGCSA Scholarship & Research Tournament - Warwick Country Club
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RIGCSA October Meeting - Newport Country Club

September/October 2018
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RIGCSA October Meeting - Newport Country Club

10

PO Box 2 | 264 Exeter Rd
Slocum, RI 02877
(p) 800-341-6900 | (f) 401-295-0144
www.sodco.net

Spectacular Shortcut. Fantastic Fairway Height. Gorgeous Greens Height. Only at Sodco.

Sodco is currently growing two
varieties of Fairway Height
Bentgrass. Pennway bentgrass
provides the broad genetic diversity
that creates a fine texture and the
dense, uniform turf. PureFormance
bentgrass combines the three top
performing bentgrass varieties to
create optimal playing conditions.

Sodco’s Shortcut Bluegrass is a mix
of Kentucky Bluegrass varieties,
maintained at a height of 5/8 inch.
Our shortcut bluegrass is grown with
a blend of dwarf bluegrass that is
able to handle the low height of cut,
which makes this sod perfect for tee
boxes and fairways. A perfect
substitution for areas bentgrass is
not preferred.

Sodco’s 007/Declaration Greens
Height Bentgrass far exceeds the
overall turf performance that is
expected from a traditional bentgrass.
This blend combines two top ranked
varieties in overall turf quality and
dollar spot resistance. Sodco's 50/50
blend is guaranteed to create optimal
playing conditions for your greens.

September/October 2018

11

Kevin’s GCSAA Corner By Kevin Doyle, GCSAA Northeast Field Rep.

F

or the longest time newsletters
seemed to team with GCSAA
government affairs news.
With various acts and regulations
consistently having an impact on
our industry, it seemed all I would
write about was legislative gloom and
doom. While it may seem the change
in administration has magically made
the political nightmares disappear, I
assure you that is not the case.

WOTUS: should I stay, or should I go?
The Waters of the United States 2015 rule set for enactment until a
last-minute stay from the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals is back in
the mix. As noted on the GCSAA website Advocacy page:
On Aug. 16, 2018, the U.S. District Court for the District of
South Carolina issued a ruling enjoining nationwide the Trump
Administration’s rule that delayed, until February 2020, implementation of the Obama WOTUS Rule. The district court’s decision
was based on procedural grounds – the court said the Trump delay
rule violated the Administrative Procedure Act (APA) because EPA
and the Corps didn’t take comment on the substance of the Obama
WOTUS Rule or the prior regulations that would stay in place
during the delay of the Obama Rule.
The WOTUS 2015 rule is now in effect for 26 states, including
every state in the Northeast region, Massachusetts included. There
is an appeal pending and an often-updated blog on the Advocacy
page expands on these critical updates. More to come as decisions
are made.

EPA: active ingredient registration review
EPA has continued the review of active ingredients currently registered for use within the golf market. I have been tasked with assisting in developing regionally specific information regarding the use
of those products by our membership. Several university scientists
and members have joined conference calls with the EPA, while others have given comments on use patterns and importance of products to their livelihood. GCSAA’s government affairs department
and your GA committee have been instrumental in turning this
once-contentious regulatory relationship into a sounding board for
industry input. Chlorpyrifos has been one such active ingredient
in the spotlight. In August, the EPA was mandated by the courts
to remove the product from sales in the US. In late September, the
Department of Justice called for an appeal of that ruling, a judgement lauded by the USDA. For those battling resistant ABW’s,
this is a critical tool in the toolbox. Again, look to the Advocacy
page for updates as this product soap opera continues.

Michael Lee wins RISE 2018 Grassroots Excellence
Award
GCSAA’s Michael Lee, manager, government affairs, earned the
2018 Grassroots Excellence Award from Responsible Industry
for A Sound Environment (RISE) at its annual meeting Sept. 25
in Amelia Island, Fla. Lee was honored for his work to engage
12

GCSAA members in Maryland and Maine in responding to antipesticide bills working through state legislatures last spring. Lee’s
proactive and strategic support and engagement with superintendents on the ground in those states lead to the defeat of the bills as
announced by RISE staff at the meeting.
It takes a village to move the needle in the political arena. With strong
leadership in GCSAA’s government affairs department, an active corps
of GCSAA Grassroots Ambassadors (still spots left in Massachusetts &
Rhode Island!!), and members participating in local and state initiatives,
our industry continues to build momentum. For those who have
participated in advocacy, thank you. If you haven’t, consider a way to
contribute because every voice matters.

GCSAA Resources and Deadlines

you Get Cool Stuff from your Association Already

GCSAA introduces member savings
programs

GCSAA has partnered with Meridian One, which specializes in
providing associations, chambers and other member organizations
with best in class savings programs to offer their members.
Meridian One’s family of affinity programs provide convenient
services and valuable discounts to GCSAA members and their
families. By leveraging the buying power of GCSAA members,
Meridian One can offer programs to help members reduce their
business expenses and increase productivity.
Through Meridian One, GCSAA members can receive instant savings on products and services from UPS, the UPS Store, Lenovo,
Office Depot, Avis, Budget and Member Freight. See the full list
of savings and learn more.

Hays
Hays, a leading national insurance and financial services organization, provides a variety of supplemental product and service offerings exclusively to GCSAA members.
Hays insurance and services
Nov. 15 @ noon
Water Matters for Turf Managers part of the ASCS Prep series
Beth Guertal, Ph.D. and Ashley Wilkinson
Dec. 6 @ noon
ABCs of Irrigation System Design part of the ASCS Prep series
Ashley Wilkinson
Again, if I can be of any assistance, please feel free to contact me.
Kevin Doyle
GCSAA Field Staff
kdoyle@gcsaa.org
Follow me on Twitter @GCSAA_NE

2019 NERTF Show: Moving Forward with a Different Look!
Since 1998, the New England Regional Turfgrass Conference and Show events have opened on Monday
and have concluded on a Thursday. When things first began, we thought a 4-day program was just what the
industry was excited for and it was. 15 years later though, communications suggested we could service the
industry better by shortening our show schedule. So, this is what we did. In 2016, we decided to compress
the schedule by starting at 1pm on Monday, and then end a little earlier on Thursday, which we hoped would
make it easier for individuals to come on Monday afternoon and stay till Thursday. This was met favorably but
it wasn’t long before we heard some of the same concerns and that we should have gone further. Education
has always been of the highest priority and what we believe separates us from other shows. A balanced indepth education program, adequate trade show hours and enjoyable social activities has always been our MO.
As we listened to comments and concerns, just three years later, we are informing everyone that it is time to
go a little further and do a little more refining of our conference and show schedule.
Below are the highlights of changes to our 2019 show schedule (March 5-7, 2019):
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

First, there will be no show activities on Monday, March 4….. Please don’t show up on Monday!
In 2019, all 2 & 4 hr. seminars will be held on Tuesday, March 5 starting at 8am and ending at 5pm.
There are no other planned education sessions scheduled on Tuesday.
Exhibitor Move-In will begin early Tuesday Morning. Exhibitors will be informed as usual.
Staggered Education Sessions will begin at 8am and 9am on Wednesday for Golf, Sports Turf and
Equipment Techs, and again beginning at 1pm.
The 2019 trade show will open at 10am on Wednesday, March 6 and will close at 5pm.
The show auction will begin at 4pm and end at 5pm on Wednesday, with the reception to follow.
Thursday’s Education Sessions will begin at 8am for Golf, Sports/Grounds, Lawn Care/Landscape and
Equipment Techs. There will be a 2-hour Sports Turf Seminar on Thursday Morning (9-11am)
The Thursday Trade Show will open at 9am and will close at 2pm
There will be 2nd set of education sessions on Thursday starting at 2pm in the afternoon.
The show will host an appreciation lunch Thursday on the show floor for all attendees and exhibitors.
Education hours, trade show hours, credits and social opportunities shall remain the same even with a
shortened schedule.

Our goal is to continue to insure the same quality filled event for the future and to attract any and all
turfgrass professionals and exhibitors. Today’s reality is that with the incorporation of computers, cell phones
and texting we are never inaccessible and with our fast-paced lives many responsibilities can’t wait. Having
more than a three-day and two-night event doesn’t fit the schedule for many as easily as it may have in the
past. We are confident that through this compacted schedule attendees will receive all the value they have in
the past. As has been stated, this show is your show. Your comments and feelings are important in deciding
the show’s future. We appreciate all your support over the last 22 years, and are at work processing these
changes and variables to make the best turfgrass show even better! Want to be a Cut Above the Rest?....
Come to the Greenest Show on Turf! Registration will begin online at www.nertf.org on December 15th!
Gary J. Sykes, Executive Director, New England Regional Turfgrass Foundation, Inc.
September/October 2018
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Superintendents Needed to Review Best Management
Practices
What is the New England Regional BMP project?
BMP Steering Committees from all seven GCSAA affiliated chapters in New England are coordinating the
development of Best Management Practices for golf courses throughout New England. University researchers
from UCONN, UMASS, and URI, as well as private consultants and subject matter experts are in the final stages
of developing recommendations. The project utilizes the GCSAA BMP Planning Guide and Template and is being
funded by the New England Regional Turfgrass Foundation.
The science-based recommendations are being developed by teams of local experts utilizing research from local
universities and other existing BMP resources. The goal of the project is to help superintendents plan, record,
measure, and promote the work they do to manage their properties in an environmentally and socially
responsible manner, and to maximize the benefits golf courses provide their communities. The New England
BMP recommendations will serve as the foundation for state and facility level BMP documents in all six New
England states.
The success of the project depends on superintendents participating in the process at the facility level, and
therefore it is imperative that superintendents participate in the early stages of the development of the
recommendations.
Who should get involved?
The New England BMP Committee is looking for input from superintendents from a variety of courses with
respect to business model, budget, geography, and professional experience. This includes:
•
•
•

Superintendents interested in getting involved with their association or giving back to their industry
Professionals interested in learning new ways to improve their programs, facilities, and operations
Individuals that would like to take a proactive approach to preserving and protecting the interests of
golf courses, and promoting the benefits they offer at the national, state, and local levels.

The goal is to develop recommendations that can be utilized at every golf course throughout the region, which
requires input from superintendents from a wide variety of golf courses and backgrounds.

Why Should You Get Involved?
Golf and other related green industries are coming under increasing scrutiny related to their use of fertilizer,
water, and pest control products. As a collection of small businesses that provide numerous economic and
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environmental benefits, the industry must work together to educate and inform critics, skeptics, and influential
decision makers using science, facts, and metrics to describe the nature, necessity, and impact of our programs.
The state BMP’s will serve as tools for superintendents to monitor, measure, record, and promote their efforts
to improve the maintenance operations at their golf course. They will also serve as an advocacy tool to educate
and inform legislators and the public about the efforts of the golf industry to operate in an environmentally and
socially responsible manner, and to demonstrate the practices already in place as legislation and regulations are
being considered and developed.
How can people participate in the project?
Steering Committees from all six New England states will be recruiting superintendents to review the
recommendations from the authors. Reviewers will be selected to review chapters based on their professional
background and experience.
 What is the time commitment?
o 2-4 hours per chapter of the document to read, develop, and submit comments
o Volunteers will be asked to review only chapters related to their experience or areas of interest
o The goal is to have one reviewer from each state per BMP chapter, and to include as many
volunteers as possible
 What is the timeline?
o The review process will begin in late 2018 and be completed before the beginning of the 2019
golf season.
 What experience should reviewers have?
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

General golf course operations
Water quality or quantity issues (surface water management, irrigation, water quality
management)
Nutrient restrictions (nutrient management)
Sensitive landscape or habitats (Pesticide management, landscape)
Recent facility upgrades (operations, energy)
IPM requirements
Major renovations (Planning, design, and construction)

Reviewers will receive detailed instructions related to the process and nature of feedback that is needed.
Interested superintendents should contact representatives from the BMP Steering Committee in their state.
Contact Info for Rhode Island:
Drew Cummins
Drew.cummins@nutrien.com
(401) 952-4219
Pat Hogan
phogan@sodco.net
(401) 569-1105

September/October 2018
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Connecticut Association of
Golf Course Superintendents, Inc.
P.O. Box 3678, Woodbridge, CT 06525
Telephone 203/387-0810 - Toll Free Telephone 888/561-7778 - Fax 203/387-7866
cagcs@sbcglobal.net – www.cagcs.com

2018 New England Team Championship
Black Hall Club
Oct 9, 2018
Thank you for attending the New England Team Championship on Oct 9 at the Black Hall Club.
We had a great day of golf and networking. Phil Neaton, our host superintendent had the
course in great shape and the weather was perfect. I hope to see you all in Maine next year!

The Results:
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1st Place – Vermont 160
Tom Ayer/Chris Saylor 32
Nate Dyer/Greg Bean 38

Adam Poplawski/Al Choiniere 46
Alden Maddocks/Chris Cowen 44

2nd Place – New England 155
Frank Kulig/Rich Gagnon 36
Alex Martin/Jim Fitzroy 32

Ron Dobosz/Ryan Emerich 34
Harris Schnare/Andrew Updegrove 53

3rd Place- Cape Cod 154
Frank Carpenito/Matt Crowther 33
Joe Deely/Ryan Anderson 40

Alex Stimpson/Matt Cornuet 37
Chris Tufts/Pat Smith 44

4th Place- Rhode Island 153
Matt Lapinski/Gary Sykes 34
Joe Oliveira/Matt Edmond 37

Mike Varkonyl/Richard Silva 47
Garrett Whitney/Tom Hoffer 35

5th Place – Connecticut 152
Kevin Collins/Heather Garvin 43
Kevin Jaracy/Neil Lajeunsse 39

Jason Dowgiewicz/Eric DeStefano 38
Bruce Morse/Phil Neaton 32

6th Place- New Hampshire 148
EJ Chea/Jason Bastille 42
Kevin Doyle/Steve Wilson 31

Andy McHugh/Ben Clark 39
Scot Walsh/Barrie Robertson 36

7th Place- Maine 130
Greg Holder/Scott Lancaster 44
Rich Lewis/Mitch Spalding 37

Ed Michaud/Scott Cybulski 23
Toby Young/Paul Richmond 26

CAGCS Thanks the following commercial members
For their generous support of our
2018 New England Team Championship
Tuesday, October 9, 2018

BLACK HALL CLUB
Old Lyme, CT

September/October 2018
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RIGCSA 36th Annual Scholarship & Research
Tournament Sponsors
Platinum

($300.00 - $699.00)

Shrewsbury Landscapes Inc.
Slater Farms LLC
Tartan Farms, LLC
Turf Enhancement Enterprises
Turf Products
Valley Green Inc.

Allens Seed
Country Club Enterprises
Fair Play Turf Services
Helena Agri Enterprises
New England Golf Cars
Ocean Organics
Read Custom Soils
Gold

($250.00 - $299.00)

Atlantic Golf & Turf
MTE Turf Equipment Solutions
Noble Turf
SODCO, Inc.
Tuckahoe Turf Farms, Inc.
WinField United
Silver

($200.00 - $249.00)

Agresource, Inc.
A-OK Turf Equipment
Cardinals Inc.
Delea Sod Farms
DGM Systems
Fandetti Flowers
Finch Services Inc.
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Green Grass Inc.
Hillcrest Turf Services
Northeast Golf & Turf Supply
Nutrien Solutions
RI Turfgrass Foundation
Target Specialty Products
Tom Irwin, Inc.

Outside Sponsors:
John J. Clarke Insurance, Ted Ellis, CGCS
Joe Sprague, Jr., UBS Financial Services

RIGCSA 36th Annual Scholarship & Research
Tournament Sponsors
Super Titanium
($1000.00 or up)

BASF
Bayer
Nufarm
Rhode Island Golf Association
Syngenta
Platinum Plus
($700.00 - $999.99)

Harrell’s
Target Specialty Products

Golf Balls

Acushnet Company / Titleist
Lunch Sponsor

Turf Products
Flags

SiteOne Landscape Supply
September/October 2018
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RIGCSA Member News
Welcome New Members:
Ben Petersen, Affiliate, Tom Irwin, Inc.
Harris Schnare, Affiliate, Tom Irwin, Inc.
Jeffrey Tibbetts, Superintendent, Quinnatissett CC
Our condolences are extended to John Streeter and
family on the passing of Pauline Streeter who passed
away in late October. Many of our members knew
Pauline who also worked for CAGCS for over 10 years as
the Executive Secretary.

Team RI takes on Team Long Island –photo sent in by
Nick Burchard

Our condolences go out to Aaron Maher and family on
the passing of Aaron’s grandfather in October.
Bayer Environmental Science

We send out well wishes for a speedy recovery to Keith
Tortorella on his recent surgery.

Building on an already solid foundation of
proven products to help you succeed.

Brian Giblin
(508) 439-9809

We are looking for meeting hosts for 2019. Please
consider hosting a meeting. This is a great opportunity
to have the RIGCSA members visit your course. If you
are interested in hosting a meeting, please contact an
RIGCSA Board Member or Julie Heston.

Brian.Giblin@bayer.com

Congratulations to the team of Matt Crowther and Gary
Sykes as the 2018 winners of the Centennial Cup!
Reminder: The RIGCSA scholarship applications are due
on December 1st. Please visit www.rigcsa.org to print a
copy or contact Julie Heston.
If you were unable to attend the S&R Tournament
this year and would like to support the Scholarship &
Research fund, we have 2 sweaters (comes with thermal
undershirt) available for sale. They are both size medium;
1 gray, 1 green. The price is $80 (retail list price of $170).
Contact Julie Heston if you are interested in purchasing.
Thank you to Don Carter who donated his complete
winnings from the S&R tournament’s 50/50 raffle back to
the scholarship & research fund.
Thank you to Michelle Maltais for taking all the
wonderful photos of the RIGCSA events. You can also
view the photos from past events on our website under
the “Events” tab at www.rigcsa.org. You will need to login
to view the photos.
Save the date…for this season’s Nor’easter Ski Day at
Killington again -Thursday, February 28th
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IRRIGATI ON

Serving the East Coast
Irrigation and Pump Installation and Service
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Installation of new irrigation systems
Refurbishment and extensions of existing systems
Start-Up and winterization
Irrigation service and repairs
Pump sales, repairs and maintenance
Wire tracking and wire installation
GNSS Mapping System paired with AutoCAD Software
that will allow the creation of accurate As-Built
• Installation and refurbishment of central controls
• Grounding testing and installation

Chris Daigle
Matt Faherty

1-800-722-7348
www.winterberryirrigation.com

Tournament Results
Individual Championship
New England Superintendent Champs Qualifier
September 12, 2018 Meadow Brook
Superintendent Division:
Low net and Superintendent Champion: Matt Emond 68
2nd net: Pat Meehan 77
Low gross: Mike Varkonyi 85

Closest to Pin:
#8: Dan St. Laurent
#13: Nathan Dee
RIGCSA 36th Annual Scholarship & Research Tournament
October 1, 2018 - Warwick Country Club
Host: Patrick Meehan

Affiliate Division:
*Low net and Affiliate Champion: Garrett Whitney 73
2nd net: Gary Sykes 75
Low gross: Matt Lapinski 74
October 22, 2018 Newport Country Club
Superintendent/Assistant Tournament with Other
Division
Superintendent/Assistant Division
1st Gross: Matt Emond and Tom Hemingway
1st Net: Scott Gabrielson and Matt Klapthor
2nd Net: William Farnsworth and Jeff Sprague
Other Division:
1st Gross: Matt Lapinski and Garrett Whitney
1st Net: Ben Petersen and Harris Schnare
2nd Net: Peter Fish and Adam Stewart

RIGCSA Holiday Net working Event
Friday, December 7, 2018
O’Brien’s Pub
501 Thames Street, Newport, RI
4:00 pm - 7:00 pm
Brief Business Meeting at 4:00 pm
Appetizers, Cash Bar and Music

This is a free event.
Spouse/guest is welcome to attend.

RSVP by 12:00 noon, Tuesday, December 4th to Julie @
(401) 934-7660, jheston@verizon.net or at www.rigcsa.org
*Please register for this event so we can plan for food.

Looking to stay the night? Visit our website for hotel options (Events page)

September/October 2018
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The Next Generation of Surfactants

You
Don’t take
Have to Sacrifice
It might
Optimum Soil Moisture
to Achieve
skillFirm
to and Fast
great
Conditions on Top...

become
a
Turf Surfactants with a Difference
great golfer...

The Ocean Organics Surfactant Line provides you with ideal
playing conditions and the uniform root zone soil moisture
that every plant craves. Our proprietary surfactant formulations
contain EO/PO Block technology to cure water repellency, a
biostimulant to foster plant fitness, and a specialized penetrant.
Using our high-performance surfactants you can optimize
moisture uniformity and increase the efficacy and control of
your fertility and pesticide programs while conserving water.

Kevin Collins 914-621-1151 • Kevin@oceanorganics.com
Northeastern and Mid-Atlantic Territory Manager

www.oceanorganics.com

….But, It takes great precision to
maintain a great Golf Course!

�elp f�nd t�rfgra�� re�ear�� �� dona�ng a ro�nd of
golf for 4 to Tee‐Up New England!
Ocean Organics is synonymous with plant fitness. We design materials
that maximize plant health, hardiness, performance, stress tolerance and quality.

Go to www.Tee‐upNewEngland.com to download an
SeaBlend Stress Rx XP Extra
Protectiontoda�
NuRelease
Guarantee2018 Early Bird23
appl��a�on
or �allSeptember/October
4��‐�4�‐�4��!
®

®

™

®

®

™

RIGSCA 2018 Newsletter Sponsors
ALLENS SEED

THE CARDINALS, INC.

Celebrating over 60 years of servicing Golf Course Superintendents
with products for managing quality turfgrass. When you need fertilizer,
control products, premium grass seed, equipment repair and parts.
For more information,
call Al LaPrise, Erik or Paul Hagenstein.
(401) 294-2722 (800) 527-3898

John Callahan (800) 861-6256
Complete distributor of golf course accessories; seed, fertilizer,
chemicals, wetting agents, safety supplies and other turf related
specialty products.

A-OK TURF EQUIPMENT
Wiedenmann, Lastec, Graden, Agrimetal, Baroness, Salsco, Sweep N Fill,
Turf Pride, Stec, Pronovst, Lely, Maredo, Classen, and Used Equipment.
www.aokturf.com (401) 826-2584

ATLANTIC GOLF & TURF

GARDNER + GERRISH, LLC
Golf Course Design
Offering almost 20 years of golf course design experience including;
feature renovation, tree analysis, cart path layout, master planning,
construction observation, planting design and landscape architecture.
Contact RIGCSA member
Tim Gerrish, RLA at (401) 263-3784
tim@gardner-gerrish.com

Specializing in agronomy through the distribution of fertilizer, seed
and chemicals throughout New England.
Paul Jamrog (401) 524-3322
Paul@AtlanticGolfandTurf.com
www.AtlanticGolfandTurf.com

HARRELL’S

BAYER ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE

NEW ENGLAND GOLF CARS

Building on an already solid foundation of proven products
to help you succeed
Brian Giblin (508) 439-9809
Brian.Giblin@bayer.com
Baked by Bayer

Sales, Service, Rentals
Yamaha Golf Cars / Yamaha Utility Cars
Scott Cookson, Jon Cookson, Mark Cunningham
(508) 336-4285 Fax: (508) 336-4762
www.NewEnglandGolfCars.com
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Service–Knowledge–Experience
The superintendents source for high-tech turf care products,
contact Michael Kroian at (401) 397-5500.

RIGSCA 2018 Newsletter Sponsors
OCEAN ORGANICS

TURF ENHANCEMENT ENTERPRISES

Kevin Collins- NE & Mid Atlantic TM
725 King Street
Chappaqua, NY 10514
Mobile: (914) 621-1151
Email: kevin@oceanorganics.com

Tom Fox (508) 450-9254
Featuring Floratine Products, Analync Soil Testing and Analysis, JRM
tines and bedknives and Greenleaf TurboDrop spray nozzles.

READ CUSTOM SOILS
The only sand supplier with literally millions of yard of consistent
sand permitted for use.
Call on us for custom soil blending, top dressing sands, root-zone
blends, “early green” black sand, divot & cart path mixes.
Garrett Whitney 617-697-4247
Ed Downing 508-440-1833
Mark Pendergast 617-686-5590

SLATER FARMS
We provide the highest quality natural sands and stone products.
For applications ranging from sports turf fields to golf courses, our
products are perfect for every project.
(401) 766-5010 www.hollistonsand.com

TURF PRODUCTS
Tim Berge (800)-243-4355
Carrying the complete line of TORO equipment. Call Dana Dubois for
demonstrations. For your TORO irrigation needs–sprinklers, pipes,
fittings, Otterbine aerators and wire trackers.

WINTERBERRY IRRIGATION
Irrigation installation, service, repairs, and sales
Wire tracking, GPS mapping, grounding testing, start-up, and
winterization
Matt Faherty 860-681-8982
mfaherty@winterberrylandscape.com
Visit www.winterberryirrigation.com

SODCO, INC.
All of your golf course grass needs grown on our 500 acre Green
Certified farm. Bentgrass, Black Beauty, Bluegrass, Fine Fescue, Short
Cut Varieties, Contract Growing.
Contact:
Pat Hogan (401) 569-1105 or
Alicia Pearson (401) 215-8698
Slocum, RI (800) 341-6900
www.sodco.net

SYNGENTA
Melissa Hyner Gugliotti (860) 221-5712
Email: Melissa.gugliotti@syngenta.com
www.greentrustonline.com

OUR PASSION IS

YOUR SUCCESS

TARGET SPECIALTY PRODUCTS
Fertilizer, Seed Chemicals
Jim Pritchard (401) 862-1098
jimpritchard32@gmail.com
Mike Santos (401) 525-6782
mike.santos@target-specialty.com

TARTAN FARMS, LLC
Supplying sod and sod installation for golf course since 1987.
David Wallace (401) 641-0306
571 Waites Corner Road
West Kingston, RI 02892

TOM IRWIN, INC.
Greg Misodoulakis • 508-243-6166
With Tom Irwin, you’re not alone.

TUCKAHOE TURF FARMS, INC.
We offer bentgrass for greens, tees and fairways, short cut
bluegrass and bluegrass blends, and we have fine and tall fescue
and blue/fescue blends.
Please call for details 800-556-6985

With Tom Irwin, you’re not alone.
Greg Misodoulakis | 508-243-6166 | greg@tomirwin.com

September/October 2018
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