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2020 DSA Recipient William J Coulter CGCS By Michelle Maltais
within this organization myself included, that have looked up to
Bill as a mentor. Bill has been a solid role model and has groomed
and guided past assistants Henry Olstynski, Matt Emmond, and
Frank Vollaro to go on and become superintendents themselves.
Bill exemplifies a selfless individual who is willing to sacrifice and
do whatever it takes to ensure that the success of our organization
is realized by the next generation.

E

very year we call upon our members to nominate an individual whom they believe is deserving of recognition for
their efforts within our organization. The candidate should
be someone whom not only contributes to the RIGCSA, but also
to the game of golf and the profession. The distinguished service
award is a prestigious honor and is presented to an individual who
embodies the qualities that define excellence. This month via our
December ZOOM meeting, I had the pleasure of announcing
William J Coulter CGCS as the 2020 RIGCSA DSA recipient.

Bill has been nominated by several members for many years now
and while I’m sure that most of the nominees this year were deserving, the most suitable candidate was Bill. He has an aptitude, genuine desire, and passion for service not only within the RIGCSA
but also the golf industry and community as well. Similar to many
of the past recipients, Bill has served on the RIGCSA board in
every capacity, participated in countless fundraising events, and
has served on an infinite number of committees. What sets him
apart is his desire to always do more. While most past presidents
are content with taking a backseat, and flying under the radar, the
opposite can be said of Bill. When the S&R committee approached
Bill and asked him for help with some of their responsibility he
didn’t hesitate. He has also been an advocate for higher education
supporting both local universities and students alike. It would be
a grim future for organizations like ours without individuals like
Bill willing to step up to the plate. There are many individuals

After my introduction, Matthew Crowther CGCS continued the
presentation and said a few words about his dear friend. Matt gave
us an early look into Bill’s past and enlightened us with the history
of how Bill’s great grandfather and great uncle were superintendents in the industry at Point Judith CC before the term superintendent was even coined. Bill who grew up in Exeter, attended
North Kingston High School and started playing golf at the age of
15. Originally helping out in the pro shop at Exeter CC in the early
1980’s, Bill transitioned to the grounds crew and then joined the
grounds at North Kingston GC five years later. Although he loved
the profession he never realized that he could make a career out of
it until he was talking to some fellow students at URI who were in
the turf program. He eventually switched his major from animal
science to turf and graduated URI with a BS in Turf Management
in 1988. After graduation, under the keen supervision of Don
Silven, he worked for the next eight years as the assistant superintendent at Warwick CC in Warwick RI. It was there that he met
turf student Matthew Crowther. The two became fast friends and
forged a solid friendship that has lasted decades.
Earlier in the week the DSA award had been mailed to Bill and he
was able to proudly display it as he delivered his acceptance speech
in which he thanked those that paved the way before him. “I had
great predecessors who stepped up to the plate and took me under
their wing when I was new in the industry, I just want to pay it forward and pass on what I’ve experienced with some of the younger
guys entering the turf profession.” said Bill. He went on that say
that he felt confident the next generation will continue in his footsteps to ensure a bright future for the RIGCSA. Congratulations
Bill, we thank you for your service!!
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President’s Message

Board of
Directors
President
Michael Varkonyi
Louisquisset Golf Club
(401) 447-5370
Vice President/ Secretary
John Lombardi
Midville Golf Club
(401) 258-1073
Treasurer
Peter Fish
Potowomut Golf Club
(401) 644-2188

It may be an assumption, but I am guessing as a group, we all are
ready to turn the page on this past year and never experience the like
again.
One of the most difficult things is that we have lost members and
loved ones and were not able to pay our respects to their families and
friends. Hopefully this Spring there can be gatherings to remember
the lives of our friends.
We are also seeing a change in the landscape of members and committees, not due to a pandemic, but from retirement. To those retiring, congratulations, good luck and don’t be a stranger. One not retiring, but stepping down
as Scholarship and Research Chairman is Richard Lombardi. Richard took over the chair 15
years ago when Bob Reynolds retired to a warmer climate. Richard has continued to work
tirelessly to ensure that our S & R Tournament is one of the best hosted by a local association
in the country. Even without an event this year, we are still able to award over $20,000 in
scholarships. This is possible because of the foresight and effort the Scholarship and Research
committee had back in the mid 1990’s. Thank you Richard for your hard work and efforts
over the many years. And thank you to all of the S & R committee members.

Director
Matthew Emond
Reservation Golf Club
(508) 496-9788

I would also like to thank the RIGCSA Board of Directors for putting up with me, especially
with these new zoom meetings we have all mastered. It was an extremely different year where
we were challenged to change on the fly. You all stepped up and made this year as normal as
it could have been.

Director
Pat Hogan
SODCO
(800) 341-6900

Lastly, I need to thank Julie Heston for her hard work. Her patience. Her tolerance. And her
perseverance. She has tolerated us all for almost 20 years, always with a smile, as far as I can
tell over the phone. She keeps this association running smoothly and transitions to the next
board without skipping a beat.

Director
Michelle Maltais
Nonquitt
(401) 835-0287

In January, we will have our annual meeting and it will be our second zoom meeting as an
association. Again, Julie learned on the fly and has mastered the hosting duties. Hopefully
you can zoom in. In December, incoming President John Lombardi put out a request looking
for clubs to host “potential” meetings. We are hoping that operations at clubs will begin to
resort back to pre-pandemic activity.

Past President
Christopher Coen
Newport Country Club
(401) 847-5903

Gary Sykes also announced that the NERTCS will be virtual, along with Kevin Doyle announcing the same for the GIS. I encourage all to participate. There are many great topics
being presented, and we all can’t forget that we always need continuing education credits.

Newsletter Editor
Michelle Maltais
Nonquitt
(401) 835-0287
Chapter Executive
Julie Heston
phone: (401) 934-7660
jheston@verizon.net
www.rigcsa.org
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If I missed thanking someone, it was an oversight, I was once again under a deadline that
Julie reminded me about on a Sunday night.
Here is to a brilliant 2021!
Respectfully,
Mike Varkonyi
RIGCSA President
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October 26, 2020, Superintendent/Assistant Tournament - Newport Country Club

Photos by Michelle Maltais
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Online Golf Auction for Turf Research
April 12th-19th, 2021
Bid on Rounds (4-somes) of Golf on some of your
Favorite Courses in New England to help
Turf Research and the Game of Golf.
(There is Still Time to Sign-Up Your Course!!)

Go to our website to see a list of courses:
We’re Back!

www.Tee-UpNewEngland.com
For more information go to:
www.nertf.org or call Gary at 401-841-5490

THE MATERIAL
MATTERS.
Recreational - Commercial - Specialty

Slater Farms is the leading provider of high quality sands for the industrial,
commercial and filtration markets. We're the element in every day.
www.slaternaturalfarms.com For a project quote, call us at 401-766-5010
Holliston Sand Company is NSF certified

Proudly supplying our community partners
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Kevin’s GCSAA Corner By Kevin Doyle, GCSAA Northeast Field Rep.

W

ith autumn passed
by and the agronomic practices in
the rearview mirror, the frosty
and snowy mornings will begin,
and staff numbers will have
lightened. Planning projects
may be part of a larger master
plan for the facility. These
are great tools to ensure the
projects undertaken by the club
are done in a fiscally responsible
manner and keep progress moving forward on a schedule. A very
beneficial undertaking for the facility, but what impact does that
have in your department? While budgeting offers a chance to plan
for equipment and staffing numbers, have you done any planning
specific to the grounds team at your facility? Below are some ways
to maximize your team with currently available resources.
The winter offers the perfect time to engage your biggest assets,
your team. Why not consider a SCOR analysis with them? Getting
their feedback on team dynamics could be key in making improve-

OUR PASSION IS

YOUR SUCCESS

With Tom Irwin, you’re not alone.
Greg Misodoulakis | 508-243-6166 | greg@tomirwin.com
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ments you never saw. Where are the strengths of your team, what
challenges do they see? Are there opportunities that would improve
the processes you already have in place? What risks do your staff
see within the grounds department? Would you benefit from this
information? Would your team be more effective after engaging
them in developing such an analysis?
Do you challenge or set goals for your staff? We thrive in an
industry that blends science and art while newer techniques trend
towards quantitative, measurable data. GCSAA offers two great
programs that will benefit individuals on you staff, your team,
and the facility. These professional development opportunities for
key staff members can assist you structure advancement or benefit
increases for your people, all while increasing their value to the
facility. What better time to encourage participation than the
off-season?
The Assistant Superintendent Certificate Series is composed of
certificates covering key competency areas of:
• Agronomy
• Business
• Leadership and Communications
• Environmental Stewardship
The certificates are golf-centric, available to GCSAA members and
non-members, and can be completed in any order. It is strongly
recommended that an assistant superintendent has at least two
years of work experience before beginning any of the ASCS certificates. However, the certificates are available to all and not limited
to assistants.
Equipment Management Certificate Program Level 1-Level
2-Certification are a series of exams designed to demonstrate
proficiency in key competency areas related to turf equipment.
This certificate program is available to any and all turf equipment
technicians regardless of whether you work for a golf course.
The Level 1 program is made up of eight exams covering the key
competency areas of:
• cutting units
• drivetrain systems
• electrical systems
• engine technology
• hydraulic systems
• metalworking and fabrication
• spray systems
• fundamentals of turfgrass operations
You can choose to take one exam or work to complete the entire
program by successfully completing all eight exams in any order.
Level 2 follows completion, with a Certification opportunity upon
finishing both levels.
You will spend countless hours with decision makers at your facility
this winter preparing for improvements to the grounds to ensure a

successful 2021 season. Be sure to have those discussions with your
team, allow them the opportunity to shape the culture for success
(SCOR analysis), and challenge them to use certificate resources
available for your people to succeed in 2021 and beyond.

Take a tour and see the amazing interactive capabilities at :
www.golfindustryshow.com/home

GCSAA Resources and Deadlines

you Get Cool Stuff from your Association Already

Las Vegas update

The 2021 Golf Industry Show is going virtual.
Amid the ongoing coronavirus pandemic, GCSAA announced that
the annual education conference and trade show will be presented
in a virtual format instead of the previously planned in-person
event in Las Vegas.

Registration is now open!!
Again, if I can be of any assistance,
please feel free to contact me.
Kevin Doyle
GCSAA Field Staff
kdoyle@gcsaa.org Follow me on Twitter @GCSAA_NE

For More Information
or to Register after
December 18th…..Go
to www.nertf.org
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It might take
great skill to
become a
great golfer...

….But, It takes great precision to
maintain a great Golf Course!

�elp f�nd t�rfgra�� re�ear�� �� dona�ng a ro�nd of
golf for 4 to Tee‐Up New England!
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Go to www.Tee‐upNewEngland.com to download an
appl��a�on toda� or �all 4��‐�4�‐�4��!

Congratulations to RIGCSA member Matt
Crowther, CGCS on being named the
2021 recipient of the GCSAA’s President’s
Award for Environmental Stewardship. To
read more, please click here.

Bayer Environmental Science
Building on an already solid foundation of
proven products to help you succeed.

Brian Giblin
(508) 439-9809
Brian.Giblin@bayer.com
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RIGCSA Member News
Our condolences are extended to John Bresnahan and family
on the passing of John’s father John “Jack” Bresnahan on
December 7, 2020.
We are looking for meeting hosts for the 2021 golf season. If
you are interested in hosting a meeting, please contact John
Lombardi or one of the RIGCSA Board members.
Save the Date… RIGCSA Annual will be held virtually on
Tuesday, January 19, 2021 at 1:00 pm
The Scholarship & Research Committee is looking ahead for a
venue for the 2022 S&R Tournament.
We would like to thank the following companies for sponsoring
the Scholarship & Research Fund this year.
• Nufarm
• Rhode Island Golf Association
• SODCO, Inc.
• Turf Enhancement Enterprises
The Rhode Island GCSA is now offering an Equipment
Manager membership for $75 for the year.
($112.50 to join which includes a one-time application fee)
Help grow the Equipment Manager Profession and
Community in the Rhode Island and nearby areas

RIGCSA Membership dues renewal statements will be
emailed out after the annual meeting on January 19 per
the bylaws. If you do not have an email address on file, we
will mail you the dues statement. You can pay for you dues
online or mail in a check to the office. You can also update
your membership information on the website or you can
send any updates to Julie Heston.
Any questions, please contact Julie Heston, (401) 934-7660
or jheston@verizon.net.
Rhode Island DEM Green Golf Course
Certification Program Reminder
This is a good time of year to work on
the checklist and it might even be good
practice for one of your assistants to do.
The numbers generated by this program
help get us recognized as a group which is doing something
about environmental issues and needs to be listened to.
For more information about this program and how to get
started, please click on this link http://www.dem.ri.gov/
programs/customertech/green-cert-programs/green-golf.php
Below is a list of the current courses that have completed the
Green Certification Program as of September 2020.
• Agawam Hunt
• Alpine Country Club

• You will have access to attend RIGCSA meetings,
networking and educational opportunities

• The Aquidneck Club

• Visit www.rigcsa.org for more information and to apply!

• Green Valley Country Club

If your club or company has received an award or distinction,
please send a brief description to Julie Heston jheston@
verizon.net or Michelle Maltais nonquitt687@cox.net
and will list in the Member News section of the Surf ‘n’ Turf
newsletter.
2021 Slate of Officers
As proposed by the RIGCSA Nominating Committee

• Button Hole Golf Course
• Goddard Memorial State Park
• Kirkbrae Country Club
• The Misquamicut Club
• Newport Country Club
• Newport National Golf Club
• Pawtucket Country Club
• Point Judith Country Club

President: John Lombardi

• Potowomut Golf Club

Vice President/Secretary: Matthew Emond

• Rhode Island Country Club

Treasurer: Michelle Maltais

• Sakonnet Golf Club

Past President: Michael Varkonyi

• Shelter Harbor Golf Club

Director: Thomas Hoffer

• Wannamoisett Country Club

Director: Daniel McDermott

• Wanumetonomy Golf & Country Club

Director: Patrick Meehan

• Weekapaug Golf Club
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RIGCSA Member News
The RIGCSA held their first virtual business meeting on December 15, 2020. We had 25 members in attendance.

PO Box 2 | 264 Exeter Rd
Slocum, RI 02877
(p) 800-341-6900 | (f) 401-295-0144
www.sodco.net

Spectacular Shortcut. Fantastic Fairway Height. Gorgeous Greens Height. Only at Sodco.

Sodco is currently growing two
varieties of Fairway Height
Bentgrass. Pennway bentgrass
provides the broad genetic diversity
that creates a fine texture and the
dense, uniform turf. PureFormance
bentgrass combines the three top
performing bentgrass varieties to
create optimal playing conditions.

Sodco’s Shortcut Bluegrass is a mix
of Kentucky Bluegrass varieties,
maintained at a height of 5/8 inch.
Our shortcut bluegrass is grown with
a blend of dwarf bluegrass that is
able to handle the low height of cut,
which makes this sod perfect for tee
boxes and fairways. A perfect
substitution for areas bentgrass is
not preferred.

Sodco’s 007/Declaration Greens
Height Bentgrass far exceeds the
overall turf performance that is
expected from a traditional bentgrass.
This blend combines two top ranked
varieties in overall turf quality and
dollar spot resistance. Sodco's 50/50
blend is guaranteed to create optimal
playing conditions for your greens.
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RIGSCA 2020 Newsletter Sponsors
A-OK TURF EQUIPMENT

FINCH SERVICES, INC./JOHN DEERE GOLF

Wiedenmann, Lastec, Graden, Agrimetal, Baroness, Salsco, Sweep N Fill,
Turf Pride, Stec, Pronovst, Lely, Maredo, Classen, and Used Equipment.
www.aokturf.com (401) 826-2584

Offering our customers the most complete line of products, service and
expertise in the industry.
Visit our website at www.finchinc.com
Bill Rockwell (508) 360-1778

ALLENS SEED
Celebrating over 60 years of servicing Golf Course Superintendents
with products for managing quality turfgrass. When you need fertilizer,
control products, premium grass seed, equipment repair and parts.
For more information, call
Al LaPrise, Erik or Paul Hagenstein
(401) 294-2722
(800) 527-3898

ATLANTIC GOLF & TURF
Specializing in agronomy through the distribution of fertilizer, seed
and chemicals throughout New England.
Paul Jamrog (401) 524-3322
Paul@AtlanticGolfandTurf.com
www.AtlanticGolfandTurf.com

BAMBOO TOOL AMERICA
Manufacturer and designer of bamboo rakes for golf courses. Bamboo
is flexible, lightweight, and durable. It affords superior control.
Contact Hank for more information (401) 241-5970
BambooTool@gmail.com
BambooTool.wixsite.com/America

BAYER ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE

GARDNER + GERRISH, LLC
Golf Course Design
Offering almost 20 years of golf course design experience including;
feature renovation, tree analysis, cart path layout, master planning,
construction observation, planting design and landscape architecture.
Contact RIGCSA member
Tim Gerrish, RLA at (401) 263-3784
tim@gardner-gerrish.com

HARRELL’S
Service–Knowledge–Experience
The superintendents source for high-tech turf care products,
contact Michael Kroian at (401) 397-5500

MTE TURF EQUIPMENT SOLUTIONS
MTE is the #1 Jacobsen and Ventrac dealer in North America,
serving all of New England.
Bob Barrow (401) 537-8597
bbarrow@mte.us.com
Visit us at www.mte.us.com

NEW ENGLAND GOLF CARS

Building on an already solid foundation of proven products
to help you succeed
Brian Giblin (508) 439-9809
Brian.Giblin@bayer.com
Backed by Bayer

Sales, Service, Rentals
Yamaha Golf Cars / Yamaha Utility Cars
Scott Cookson, Jon Cookson, Mark Cunningham
(508) 336-4285
Fax: (508) 336-4762
www.NewEnglandGolfCars.com

THE CARDINALS, INC.

OCEAN ORGANICS

John Callahan, Scott Gabrielson (800) 861-6256
Complete distributor of golf course accessories; seed, fertilizer,
chemicals, wetting agents, safety supplies and other turf related
specialty products.

Kevin Collins- NE & Mid Atlantic TM
725 King Street
Chappaqua, NY 10514
Mobile: (914) 621-1151
Email: kevin@oceanorganics.com
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RIGSCA 2020 Newsletter Sponsors
READ CUSTOM SOILS

TOM IRWIN, INC.

The only sand supplier with literally millions of yard of consistent
sand permitted for use.
Call on us for custom soil blending, top dressing sands, root-zone
blends, “early green” black sand, divot & cart path mixes.
Garrett Whitney (617) 697-4247
Ed Downing (508) 440-1833
Mark Pendergast (617) 686-5590

Greg Misodoulakis (508) 243-6166
With Tom Irwin, you’re not alone.

SLATER FARMS
Leading provider of high quality sands for the industrial, commercial
and filtration markets
For a project quote, call us at (401) 766-5010
www.slaternaturalfarms.com

SODCO, INC.
All of your golf course grass needs grown on our 500 acre Green
Certified farm. Bentgrass, Black Beauty, Bluegrass, Fine Fescue, Short
Cut Varieties, Contract Growing.
Contact:
Pat Hogan (401) 569-1105 or
Alicia Pearson (401) 215-8698
Slocum, RI (800) 341-6900
www.sodco.net

SYNGENTA
Melissa Hyner Gugliotti (860) 221-5712
Email: Melissa.gugliotti@syngenta.com
www.greentrustonline.com

TUCKAHOE TURF FARMS, INC.
We offer bentgrass for greens, tees and fairways, short cut
bluegrass and bluegrass blends, and we have fine and tall fescue
and blue/fescue blends.
Please call for details (800) 556-6985

TURF ENHANCEMENT ENTERPRISES
Tom Fox (508) 450-9254
Featuring Floratine Products, Analync Soil Testing and Analysis, JRM
tines and bedknives and Greenleaf TurboDrop spray nozzles.

TURF PRODUCTS
Tom Albert (860) 539-3946
Carrying the complete line of TORO equipment. For your TORO
irrigation needs–sprinklers, pipes, fittings, Otterbine aerators and wire
trackers.

WINTERBERRY IRRIGATION AND PUMPS
Irrigation and pump installation, service, repairs, and sales wire
tracking, GPS mapping, grounding testing, start-up, and winterization.
Matt Faherty (860) 681-8982
mfaherty@winterberrylandscape.com
Visit www.winterberryirrigation.com

TARGET SPECIALTY PRODUCTS
Fertilizer, Seed Chemicals
Jim Pritchard (401) 862-1098
jimpritchard32@gmail.com
Mike Santos (401) 525-6782
mike.santos@target-specialty.com

TARTAN FARMS, LLC
Supplying sod and sod installation for golf course since 1987.
David Wallace (401) 641-0306
571 Waites Corner Road
West Kingston, RI 02892
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