
   The Rhode Island Golf Course Superintendents Association 

March 23, 2020  

Rhode Island State House 

Office of the Governor Room 115 

82 Smith Street, Providence, RI 02903  

Dear Governor Raimondo and Lieutenant Governor McKee:  

On behalf of the membership of the RIGCSA, I am writing to you consider results of actions that may 

have to be taken in the near future. 

We were recently represented by Robert Ward, RIGA and the Rhode Island Golf Council in a letter to 

both of you.  We understand golf courses are not closed at this point, but as we know the situation is 

changing daily.  Many states have allowed courses to remain open, as social distancing can easily be 

performed on the course.  Many superintendents and their staff have come up with innovative ideas in 

order to insure social distancing of golfers. 

But our concern is the potential lockdown of course maintenance staff.  Most courses are still on a small 

winter staffing total and have yet to bring the Spring crew back to work.  One important note, work 

performed by course workers is very individualistic. One operator per machine and no contact with 

others.  The turf will not adhere to a mandated shutdown, nor will weeds, disease or insect infestations.  

Spring applications are some of the most important applications for turf managers in the northeast.  

Missing application windows can and will have a devastating effect on the viability of the course moving 

forward.  Turf left uncut for weeks can not just be mown back down to playable heights.  There is a 

process which will take just as long, if not longer, as it was left to grow unmaintained.  Turf diseases can 

kill an entire stand of turf, whether a green tee or fairway overnight.  Similar to turf insects, their 

damage can be devastating ad take weeks to recover. 

If courses are not allowed to be maintained, the financial burden may be so damaging that some course 

may not be able to rebound from a stoppage.  We have seen closures just recently that have not been 

caused from this pandemic.  We are in trying times.  If a course is closed to play and maintenance for a 

month or two, it would not be able to re-open for play upon the lifting of any restrictions.  Or if they did, 

the conditions would be such that golfers would not come out and pay to play in those conditions. 

The RIGCSA has been very proactive with our membership and the sharing of news and ideas, especially 

on our FaceBook page.  We are taking the pandemic seriously, but we also see the seriousness in making 

sure our courses rebound once the country and world have defeated this virus. 

Sincerely, 

Michael Varkonyi 

President, Rhode Island Golf Course Superintendents Association 

 



 


